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PART I 

The Towns 



"I learned more about economics from one South 
Dakota dust storm than I did in all my years in 
college/* 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 



CHAPTER I 



Among the Few 



One day in August 1935 a bright young man of twenty-four was 
sitting in the gallery of the United States Senate. This tourist had 
come by bus all the way from Huron, South Dakota, for a first look 
at the big and important city of Washington. He was nearly broke 
and was traveling on borrowed money. But he had badly needed a 
vacation from the drugstore where he and his father and brother 
had worked so desperately to keep afloat in the depression. 

On this August day, as he sat in the gallery and watched the 
apparent aimlessness of a routine Senate afternoon, some expansive 
fantasies danced through Hubert Horatio Humphrey, Jr/s head. He 
had very little formal education, though he had a great thirst for 
knowledge. Forced by the depression to leave the university, he had 
been trying to accustom himself to the idea of working as a pharma- 
cist for the rest of his life. 

He had taken a short course in pharmacy college on borrowed 
money and he loved meeting people in the drugstore, selling, 
wisecracking, and even arguing about politics or anything else 
worth an argument. But the business was hard on the feet, and the 
depression had been hard on the stomach and the nerves. 

At this stage of his life> Hubert was a skinny young man who im- 
pressed everybody with his energy and vitality. Contemporaries said 
that something in his looks and his cocky expression reminded them 
of James Cagney, then at the top of his fame. (Today his own sons 
look at photographs of their father as a young man and say, "He 
looked like Pat Boone.") 

From his seat in the visitors* gallery he saw through the desultory 
Senate ritual to the drama of democracy. Here was an exciting busi- 
ness; running a government looked a whole lot more exciting than 
running a drugstore. 

That night he talked late with his undo Harry, who had made 
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this Washington trip possible. Hubert had a standing invitation to 
stay at his home in suburban Cabin John, Maryland Dr. Harry 
Humphrey had always been an inspiration to his nephew. An old 
WasMngtonian and long-time government employee he was chief 
of plant pathology for the Department of Agriculture nevertheless 
he had not become disillusioned about the importance of good gov- 
ernment They said of him out West, "He went East to school and 
became a big success back there." 

To Uncle Harry, his nephew had long looked like a comer.** He 
had often told Hubert that if he studied and worked hard he could 
go right on up "the kdder of life." That night in Cabin John Uncle 
Harry gave him both barrels: "Others have done it and you can do 
it too, with hard work, study, and the right principles." 

That very night Hubert wrote home to Muriel Buck, his fiancee: 

Dear Bucky, 

This trip has impressed one thing on my mind. , , . I need to 
do more reading, more writing and more thinking if I ever want 
to fulfill my dream of being someone in this world. Maybe I seem 
foolish to have such vain hopes and plans, but, Bucky, I can see 
how someday, if you and I just apply ourselves and make up our 
minds to work for bigger things, we can live here in Washington 
and probably be in government politics or service. I set my aim at 
Congress. Don't laugh at me. Maybe it does sound rather ego* 
tistical and beyond reason, but, Muriel, I do know others have 
succeeded. 

It would be dramatic to say that from that moment young Hubert 
concentrated on going to Washington but it wouldn't be true. He 
would make several U-turns on this road. Still, it is remarkable that 
he went so fast 

Thirteen years after that letter to Bucky, Hubert H. Humphrey, 
Jr., was a United States senator. 

Bucky listened to him talk about these ambitions for years, but it 
was not until 1948 that the nation was aware of his alliterative name* 

That year, in Philadelphia, a Mayor Humphrey of Minneapolis 
leaped into national fame in one jump. Afc a delegate to the Demo- 
cratic convention, Mayor Humphrey had decided that the party 
platform must carry a civil rights plank, phrased in no uncertain 
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terms. This would support the program for which Harry S. Truman 
had fought as President, and so it would support Truman, the nomi- 
neebut the convention was scared to dealt of the issue. 

Most of the convention leaders were seeking a moderate measure, 
some evasion or compromise, which would promise the Negroes 
something but would not cause delegates from Southern states to 
walk out Mayor Humphrey, who struck most people as an aggres- 
sive liberal, thought no such compromise was possible. And he 
thought, and said out loud, that it was a moral issue. Finally, in a 
dramatic speech that won over the convention, he cried out, "The 
time has arrived for the Democratic party to get out of the shadows 
of States* Rights and walk forthrightly in the bright sunshine of 
human rights.** 

On the roll call the amendment carried by 69 votes and no dele- 
gate was prouder than Dad Humphrey. Also a delegate to the con- 
vention, Mr. Humphrey, Sr., was privileged personally to announce 
that South Dakota would cast 8 votes for the amendment. 

Years later a speaker introducing Senator Humphrey at a national 
convention of the NAACP would say that Humphrey had been "the 
John the Baptist of civil rights, a voice in Hie wilderness, before 
the rest of the country woke up. . . ." When Humphrey walked to 
the podium after that introduction he brought down the house by 
saying, 'Well, I guess you all know what happened to John the 
Baptist" 

Long after the Philadelphia convention many politicians still 
thought that perhaps Humphrey had cut off his own head, instead 
of waiting for someone to do it for him. Today it is said that (a) the 
Southern delegates could never support him for President and (b) 
no Democrat could hope to be the nominee of his party with South- 
ern delegates solidly against him. In politics one can never be sure 
even of premises like these. But to some they are unquestioned facts 
of political life. 

In 1948 it was thought that Hubert Humphrey with his civil rights 
fight had struck a mortal blow at the candidacy of President Harry 
S, Truman. Southern delegates dramatically walked out on the con- 
vention. Later the DMecrats ran their own presidential candidate, 
and that made 1948 hopeless, the politicians said that closed out a 
hopeless year for Harry Truman because he already had to contend 
with the defection of Henry A. Wallace. The Progressive party did 
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scoop up 1,000,000 votes that year-nearly all of them taken away 
from the Democrats, and hundreds of thousands of Southern votes 
taken away by Humphrey's civil rights plank. 

To Humphrey and his supporters, however, it was a moral issue. 
They had carried forth the fight, even though Truman supporters 
themselves, at the convention, hung back on the platform plank that 
supported the President's program. 

After the election politicians said that without the civil rights 
plank Harry Truman could not have won his surprise victory, for 
he took away from Thomas E. Dewey certain Northern industrial 
states and cities, through the help of the Negro vote. 

Humphrey went home in 1948 and ran for the Senate against 
Joseph Ball. He won by 250,000 votes, the first Democratic senator 
ever elected in Minnesota. 

When he entered the Senate, to be sworn in by the stately old 
Republican, Senator Arthur Vandenberg, Humphrey sneaked a look 
at the gallery, to be sure that his family was sitting to the right of 
the clock. 

As he was sworn in his father leaned forward, hoping to see every- 
thing, but his eyes misted over, and he dabbed them with a handker- 
chief as the great moment occurred. He prophesied a great future 
for his son. "He's going to be a great senator. . . , Maybe he is going 
to be something else too." 

Maybe, said Washington observers, as they took notice that Time 
magazine put the young senator's face on their cover. By this time 
hundreds of thousands agreed with Uncle Harry: "Here is a comer." 
But as for going beyond the Senate, they said, maybe, but a very 
large maybe indeed. 

The Time story said some people thought him "too cocky, too 
slick, too shallow, too ambitious , . . clever without being wise." But 
Time also said, as Humphrey was starting his Senate career, that he 
"proved himself an honest and able public servant, with quick, re- 
tentive mind, inexhaustible vigor and considerable political courage/* 

Today many Americans, particularly those who have listened to 
Humphrey on lie Senate floor or on television have an impression 
of a man who has changed a good deal since his brash and cocky 
days as a new senator. Yet perhaps most of those who watch him 
feel that at the age of forty-eight he is still in a hurry. Some who 
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watch him most closely are the least certain where he is going in 
this hurry. 

In Washington he has become one of the ten or a dozen men who 
lead the Senate. His most partisan opponents there will freely grant 
that he has an extraordinary mind, a real and inventive talent for 
government, and a skill in committee questioning and Senate debate 
that are unsurpassed in the present Senate. 

Many conservative commentators and senators wiH concede that 
one part of Dad Humphrey's prophecy has come true his son has 
indeed become a great senator. The closer one gets to him in the 
Senate the larger he seems, for he works hard on legislation. He is 
consulted, he leads, he introduces major bills and key amendments. 

This reputation for maturity does not extend far beyond those 
who have heard and seen Humphrey in action. For all his skill as 
an orator, say his friends, the "real Humphrey" is not appreciated 
until one has had a chance to see binn in action in debate or cam- 
paigning, or in private and public discussion. 

His voting record is impressive; it is considered "almost perfect" 
by many farm and labor groups and by small businessmen. 

Although literally hundreds of audiences have heard the mature 
Humphrey, he is still not very well known to the average newspaper 
reader "out where the voters live.** 

What would "the voters out there" see if they could come to 
Washington for a dose-up of the senator? What would they see and 
hear as they approached that office in the new Senate Office Build- 
ing where Senator Humphrey works ten, twelve, or fifteen hours a 
day? 

Who is Humphrey? What is he like? What is the work that he is 
doing at such a furious pace? What does he really say? 

Those who know him only slightly, will tell you, "He's a talker." 
But his staff say that he's a worker. And most of the time he enjoys 
his work. 

No one who knows the Senate will deny that Humphrey is one of 
its hardest-working members one of the steadiest workers in all 
Senate history, for that matter. 

He arrives in his own 1955 Cadillac at the new Senate Office Build- 
ing at nine or nine-thirty in the morning. A person trying to under- 
stand him sees him driving his Cadillac impressively through the 



x g THIS IS HUMPHREY 

traffic and is told, "He's got to have a big car, that's the small town 
in him." But once he was hurried to the White House in a car be- 
longing to one of his assistants. The assistant drives a Volkswagen. 
"Those great White House gates looked down solemnly while our 
little beetle went through, and when we stopped, the senator rolled 
out and unfolded to his height of six feet It was an impressive sight" 

Formerly addicted to flashy socks and bright pin stripes, the sena- 
tor is now one of the best-dressed men in the capital. He has even 
adopted "the diplomatic homburg," but it doesn't seem to bother the 
home folks when he walks down Main Street Humphrey has a way 
of saying hello to everybody, including the filling-station men, the 
section hands, and the "retired gentry" standing in front of the bank, 
whittling. His hello speaks louder than his homburg, it would seem. 

Most of the staff members have been in the office since eight- 
thirty and will not leave until sometime after six or seven-or eight. 

The senator, who isn't going to leave the office until nine, ten, or 
midnight, arrives full of energy and usually good will He sweeps 
in, walking fast with his chin up, his eyes twinkling, and his coat- 
tails flying. It is a little like a magician's stage entrance "I know 
you have been waiting for me now let's see what I can do that will 
be interesting and amazing." The fact is that peopled spirits usually 
lift when Humphrey enters a room. 

Once inside his office, he works with incredible concentration, ap- 
plying himself to paper work, telephone calls, staff conferences, and 
visitors. In spare moments he picks up the dictating machine and 
rattles off several messages. He may do this in the middle of a phone 
call, when the other party is away from the line. Generally he likes 
to have someone with him while he works a secretary, an assistant, 
or someone working on another project. 

As a Minnesota senator he is considered even by hard-shell Twin 
Cities businessmen to be a "man who gets things done for us/* And 
by all the groups and associations interested in foreign policy he is 
considered one of the main voices in the Senate. 

For many reasons, including his experience as a delegate to the 
United Nations, Humphrey is a particular point of contact for am- 
bassadors from all over the world. 

What are Humphrey's special interests? Who are his special 
friends, what groups are backing him? 
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He is interested in foreign affairs, and farm policy, and a fair deal 
for labor and lie is also interested in just about everything else tin- 
der the sun: Israel, India, and Pakistan, civil defense, conservation, 
nuclear fallout, small business, "policy-making machinery,** and 
countless other subjects. 

As to what groups are backing him, if one means by that who is 
putting up large sums of money, the answer is, no one. And there are 
no groups of backers, no certain blocs, solid for Humphrey in the 
sense that there are for some other prominent political figures. From 
the start of his career Humphrey has taken care never to be con- 
trolled by any segment of society he has never been labor's mayor 
or the farmers* senator. The farm and labor newspapers and journals 
all point to his record as the kind they like to see in Washington. 
But it is not a hard and fast connection. 

Even without the backing of any large organization or any large 
fortune^-and without any nod from the elders of the party, such as 
Adlai Stevenson or Harry Truman Senator Humphrey continues to 
be mentioned as a possible party nominee and perhaps President of 
the United States. Since he is this side of fifty, he may be expected 
to be a key Democratic contender in 1964 and 1968 as well as in 
1960. 

Many agree with Eleanor Roosevelt that he has a "spark of great- 
ness." His dose associates say, "It would be more fun to live in the 
United States if he were President." They readily compare him to 
Franklin Roosevelt and often to Theodore Roosevelt because of his 
energy, wit, and imagination. 

Reinhold Niebuhr has said: "The senator knows more about for- 
eign policy than any of the other 'front runners/ 1 * 

Max Lerner, the New York Post columnist, puts it this way: "He 
has all along been one of the four major contenders among the Demo- 
crats ... of the four, he is the one who strikes me as having, to the 
highest degree, the requisite qualities to make a good President, per- 
haps a great one. There is no one on the horizon who can match him 
in his courage and his commitment to a liberal democracy, along 
with experience, ability, and a remarkable growth in maturity.'* 

David Demarest Lloyd, writing in the Reporter, has said Hum- 
phrey is "personally bright, witty and charming . . . has the common 
touch ... the part/s most accomplished extemporaneous speaker. 
, . ? Rowland Evans, Jr., in the Herald Tribune, has said, "Hum- 
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phrey s mind is endlessly flexible and absorbent, his knowledge of 
affairs is little short of staggering and his approach to the great un- 
solved political questions is on the whole original and imaginative.' 
Newsweek says, 'To the handful of top-ranking officials in Washing- 
ton who make the real decisions of foreign policy, few voices in the 
U. S. Senate carry greater authority. . . . Humphrey is a member 
of the select inner group that really runs the Senate. . , " Douglass 
Cater in the Reporter writes, "The extemporaneous Humphrey re- 
veals awesome mental faculties. He shows a real mastery over the 
vast masses of technical information that enshroud most problems 
ranging from farm parity to foreign policy" These remarks indicate 
how far he has come since his first days in the Senate, when Rufus 
Jarman, in the Saturday Evening Post, summed him up as "brassy, 
bouncy and irrepressible." 

You may hear that he talks too much or too glibly, that he is am- 
bitious, a one-man band, and not a team player. Sometimes a person 
who is favorably impressed by his energy and originality will say 
with a shake of the head, "But he isn't an administrator, and that's 
what you need in the big white house." 

From the Right you may hear that "he has slowed down some, but 
he is still liable to go off by his lonesome on a liberal tangent a dan- 
gerous man to have in the presidency." From the liberals' left end you 
may hear that "he used to be a real fighting liberal, but he has set- 
tled down, a lot like all the rest of them." 

From his admirers one hears that he is now a mature liberal, and 
from a liberal leader in Washington this writer heard: "I know what 
his convictions are, and I know he can usually win if he says he can. 
There are some other liberal senators who are fine at losing but if 
a thing is possible with some power behind it, I know that Humphrey 
can get it through. If it can be done, he can do it." 

His admirers never compare him to anyone mediocre. They say 
he is mostly like himself, a new flavor. They say he is an original, 
and not a copy of anyone else, living or dead. And they say he has 
learned and adapted and matured from experience, "and it would 
be exciting to see him learn from being President" They also com- 
pare him to former American leaders* 

Mainly, they say, he is spiritually akin to the Middle Western 
liberalism that produced the elder La Follette, George W. Norris, 
William Allen White, and many others. 
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They say he has the basic liberalism and human sympathy of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. His political ideas and methods, and certain 
mercurial personal qualities, often remind people of F.D.R people 
who used to work very closely with the late President Some con- 
sider that he even has some of F.D.R/S faults: such as liking to give 
every caller the impression that he is not only listened to but agreed 
with, and having a certain lofty absentness when it comes to tedious 
details of organization. 

But one observer considers that F.D.R. was far more calculating 
and conscious about everything he did. Humphrey, it is said, goes 
from one event to another and from one phase of thinking to another, 
without having a program in the back of his mind, as Roosevelt was 
said to have. Friends and foes of F.D.R. agreed that he loved to 
calculate and manipulate people. Humphrey has sudden inspirations 
about how to deal with some problem or conflicting groups of per- 
sons, but he does not spend weeks or months deciding precisely how 
everyone must be manipulated. One lifelong friend of Humphrey 
assured the writer: "Perhaps sometimes he should be, but he is never 
calculating," 

Humphrey has been compared to the late Fiorello LaGuardia, the 
short, fiery, great mayor of New York City. Like LaGuardia, Hum- 
phrey as mayor loved to race around his city, and he took an in- 
terest In everything from the hospitals to the libraries to the zoning 
laws. It has taken hiTp years to acquire some sense of dignity, and 
sometimes he appears to be somewhat of a clown. However, both 
men spent years of their lives studying government. There is nothing 
amateurish in their mayoralty records: they were professionals from 
the day they started. Their admirers say that only the greatest prac- 
titioners can be skillful enough to laugh a little at what they are 
doing. And millions of voters have felt comfortable with such peo- 
ple, because they are not stuffed shirts. 

Some people think he is like William Jennings Bryan, and not 
merely on the grounds of oratory. Both had the same broad strain 
of prairie progressivism and reform. But there is a large difference ill 
their ways of approaching the world's store of knowledge. Bryan, 
particularly in his latter days, at the time of the Scopes trial, was 
positively resistant to science and learning. He did not really under- 
stand the fiscal system and would not listen to those who did. Hum- 
phrey, perhaps more than any man in the Senate, has a positive en- 
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thusiasm for scholars, researchers, professors, and experts of all kinds 
-so long as they know what they are talking about Sometimes 
Humphrey tells an audience, "I learned economics in the Dust Bowl 
during the depression," and this means a great deal to him. But Hum- 
phrey has also studied economics in universities and spent many 
hours with the subject in the Senate, He almost became an econo- 
mist instead of a political scientist 

It is nearly twenty years since a newspaperman in Minneapolis 
wrote some paragraphs about the young man he had just met-a 
professor of political science who was running for mayor. 

He seems to be a wonderful and meteoric young man . . . 
bouncy and gay, built on springs, with a clear-cut fierce face and 
a pleasant young grin. He puts firecrackers under everything. 

He is a strange combination of good sense, political erudition, 
imagination and enthusiasm. A lot of people are afraid of it, but I 
always vote, kerplunk, for enthusiasm. I mean true enthusiasm. . . 
there is a lot of bogus enthusiasm in political campaigners. . . . 

Mr. Humphrey s enthusiasm is real and springs from true power. 

Friends of Senator Humphrey believe this is an accurate descrip- 
tion of the man today, and while they think his enthusiasm has been 
moderated by maturity, they think he still believes that Americans 
and the democratic system can find a way to overcome almost any 
obstacle. 

"He doesn't have to describe the American dream, although he can 
do so in the best tradition of the Fourth of July," says one admirer. 
"He is the American dream, he has lived it." 

If Hollywood were inventing an aU-American candidate, said an- 
other, he would be like Humphrey of South Dakota and Minnesota; 
a big man (nearly six feet), with a good speaking voice, and a fair- 
sized family (three boys and a girl) ... a small-town background 
(make it the Middle West) ... but a good education (Phi Beta 
Kappa) ... a good background near the soil . . . and an ability to 
get along with labor and with business. Naturally you give him 
an eloquence that can sway a crowd or even stamped a con- 
vention. ... 

But this scenario doesn't quite explain how a phannadst, rolling 
pills and dishing up bowls of chili in his dad's drugstore in Huron, 
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South Dakota, became in two years a teacher of political science . . . 
and in another two years mayor of one of the dozen largest American 
cities. 

All the standard ingredients still don't explain what in this all- 
American voice so intrigued Mr. Khrushchev in the Kremlin. How 
did the star debater of Doland, South Dakota, population 500, come 
to be matching wits with the "tsar'* of all the Russias? 

Every biographer, like every psychologist, and like every mother 
who knows her children are not alike, must admit we are fundamen- 
tally ignorant of basic causes and effects in the mystery of personality. 

There is more here than the all-American theme. 



CHAPTER II 

Dohndr-One Horse and Two 



Where did Hubert Humphrey come from? To many, he has repre- 
sented Minnesota for enough years that he somehow seems to per- 
sonify Minnesota. 

But he was bom and brought up in a neighboring state, and there 
is quite a difference between these neighbors. He was born May 27, 
1911, in Wallace, South Dakota. His infancy and all the years through 
high school were spent in another small town. Certainly anyone who 
wants to understand Humphrey should understand Doland. And the 
first thing to know is that it is not in Minnesota but in South Dakota. 

We should be careful about summing up so many square miles 
of territory. We should not picture all of one state as a green and 
pleasant land while we put its next-door neighbor into what the fur- 
riners used to call "the great American desert." Today, South Dakota 
has modern water conservation developments, has made the Bad- 
lands into a tourist attraction, and the Black Hills are considered 
real vacation country. In Mount Rushmore and in its own Passion 
Play, produced in an American Oberammergau, it shows an interest 
in art that springs from a popular vitality if not from a sophisticated 
literacy. But there is still more distance than you see on the map 
between Minneapolis, and its rivers and wheat and factories, and 
the territory around Spink and Beadle counties. 

And let us remember that, in South Dakota, when Hubert was 
growing up, life for most people was a great deal different than it 
is today. 

One day the senator was talking to the writer about old Doland 
friends Alfred Paine and sons Dick and Art and the Ewing boys, 
Ronald and Donald, right across the street and Joe and Evelyn 
Wilkins, and their mother, Patience Wilkins. And the senator said, 
"Their house was real close you just walked in one door and out the 
other when you wanted to save steps . . . that's the kind of folks they 
were to us. . . ? 
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Humphrey's characterization not only tells a lot about such a 
family - . . but about such a town. 

Doland claims a population of five hundred persons. You can drive 
around every block and past every house in Doland in ten min- 
utesand if you do, you will wonder where those five hundred peo- 
ple are. The answer is, of course, that the figure includes those on 
outlying farms. 

"Downtown" Doland is one block long, and the street seems to 
be a block wide from curb to curb. But this fine wide street is not 
paved. 

There is a tiny railroad station, in which most days there is no 
ticket agent. The station really exists only for a little business in con- 
nection with the shipment of grain or stock. The dominating features 
of the Doland sky line are the grain elevators. Just as steel dominates 
Pittsburgh, and lobster pots give the flavor of a Maine fishing village, 
so the existence of Doland is summarized in the elevators and in 
the grain bins just outside town. Old-timers will still call such a place 
"a settlement." This place exists because a few people settled here, 
and so far as the world is concerned, here are a few people who 
have the mission of growing, grading, storing, or shipping grain. 

You reach Doland by extremely straight roads, as straight as taut 
wires, stretched across a map. In such flat prairie, when you are 
planning a road you don't have to allow for much variation in terrain. 
You don't have to 11 in many low spots or cut through hills. In the 
real dry country you never even make a bend or a bridge for a river. 
You draw a line and build your road. 

Driving north toward Doland, you turn right at a lonely intersec- 
tion, miles from anywhere. Only one farmhouse is visible. However, 
you can see that other human beings have erected road signs. Men 
have been here. You flash straight as a string toward the east. The 
chances are, at midday, that you may meet one other car. In a few 
minutes, at a perfectly safe seventy miles an hour, you are there. 

You pass a few houses and you come to the railroad tracks. 

There is the grain elevator, and the black letters on aluminum 
that identify the Peavey Elevators of Doland, South Dakota. You 
also see the name on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad's depot 
Then there is the water tower (a survival tower for this settlement), 
and on the tower there are other black letters to tell the birds of 
the air that here is Doland. 
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But a visitor may still have the feeling that they left something 
out Where are the five hundred people? There are only a couple 
of Tom Sawyers walking down the street-and in a moment they 
are on the horizon, and out of town. There is another human being, 
a man, just loading a sack of feed onto a pickup truck. Otherwise 
there is a dog, asleep-and a few dragonflies that are only pretend- 
ing to be busy. 

The town stretches two blocks from edge to edge one way, and 
four blocks the other way, The elevators loom, not really very large, 
like blocky soldiers against the sky. The twin ribbons of the railroad 
run in silver lines from you to the horizon and die out, like music 
far away. At almost any place in town one can stand on a front 
porch and in the sharp and brilliant light scan with perfect clarity 
the open country. The horizon lies around the town, very close and 
very far, like a circle drawn by time in the dust of the earth. The 
horizon and the sky seem to say: Here you are, what will you do 
about it? 

The big questions seem very close in this small place. 

Doland people remember Hubert Humphrey and his brothfer 
Ralph as pretty typical Doland boys, who went barefoot in summer 
and wore long underwear in winter, like anybody eke. Their home 
was comfortable and though they never had any spending money 
jingling in their pockets, perhaps they enjoyed a good deal more ice 
cream than most boys, because they could get it so easily at their 
dad's store. Legend has it that Hubert always kept his friends sup- 
plied with plenty of ice cream, whether his dad was aware of it or 
not. Others say this is not too likely a story, because it seems that 
whenever anyone thought of a businessman who might give some- 
thing to somebody, they thought first of Dad Humphrey. 

The boys had two younger sisters, Fern and Frances. Fern Gosch, 
whose husband was killed in the war, lives in Huron, South Dakota, 
and works in the family business. Mrs. Gosch has two children, 
Diane and Ralph. Frances married a Public Health surgeon, Dr. 1 
Ray Howard, from whom she is now divorced. She and a son and 
daughter live in Baltimore. 

Like American kids everywhere, the Humphrey brothers worked 
and played and squabbled on occasion. Young Hubert had a paper 
route from the time he was seven until he was sixteen. When he was 
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ten lie opened a checking account in one of Doland's two banks. 1 
used to write checks for twenty-five cents and drive the banker nuts.*' 

While still under twelve he found time to practice the piano every 
day for an hour for about a year. He wasn't very fond of practicing 
and he says that he had no particular musical talent. But Dad Hum- 
phrey gave him a phonograph as a reward for his diligence. It disap- 
peared one day when Ralph was building a homemade radio and 
a couple of tubes burned out In this emergency Ralph traded the 
phonograph for a couple of tubes, thinking he would square it later 
with Hubert. Solomon himself couldn't find out now whether it ever 
was "squared." Hubert still claims that he never really got full pay- 
ment for this phonograph. Ralph has some other items he would like 
to settle. Then as now they behaved like brothers. 

Young Ralph's was the first radio in Doland. He and Hubert 
would snuggle under the covers at night wearing earphones, and 
when their mother poked her head in to see if they were asleep they 
would appear to be lost in dreamland. Actually they were shaking 
with silent giggles as they listened to broadcasts from stations as far 
away as Kansas City, St. Joe, Missouri, and Minneapolis. One day 
Dad took the boys on a fast trip to Minneapolis. That afternoon was 
the only time Hubert ever saw a city until he went to college at the 
age of eighteen. 

Another pleasant feature of the Humphrey boys' young lives was 
the annual trips to Mother Humphrey's home neighborhood around 
Webster and Wallace, South Dakota, not far from the Minnesota line. 
Mrs. Humphrey's father, Grandfather Sannes, was a favorite with 
the Humphrey children, although he was most strict and preached a 
doctrine in which work was about the equal of life and life meant 
work. 

Like many other independent-minded farmers, he never charged 
anything, always saved something, and repaired everything so long 
as it could be made to work. Grandfather Sannes always had a little 
machine shed for every single piece of his farm machinery. At his 
death he had an inventory of 7000 bushels of wheat. 

Humphrey sometimes visits many relatives still living there, such 
as Uncles Torval and Tollef and Aunts Andrine (Mrs. Grimes) and 
Helen ( Mrs. Hougen ) . 

While still a boy, Hubert had a very serious time with pneumonia. 
This illness is almost forgotten now, but it was once a prime killer. In 
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the flat Northern prairie country the old wives used to look up at the 
first really gray skies and announce that there was "a smell of snow 
in the air/* They knew that blizzard time was pneumonia time, 

Hubert ran a fantastically high fever "he was like a stove to the 
touch" The whole town knew he was about gone. Dad Humphrey 
had heard of some new "miracle drugs" that might be used in such 
a case. He got on the phone to his wholesale druggist and finally got 
a small supply of a new and at that time radically experimental drug. 
It seemed as if there wasn't much to lose by trying it Hubert is 
alive today only because his father and the family physician in 
Doland took a chance-and because the drugs were known and avail- 
able to his father as a druggist As it turned out, he was left with 
some lung damage, sometimes called "calcification/' This has not 
slowed him down but it turned up surprisingly, as we shall see later, 
when he was examined by army physicians. 

This illness was one of the great dramatic trials of the Humphrey 
family. Young Hubert knew that he had had a close call-the whole 
town told him so, while they welcomed him back to daily life. 

Later he was touched by tragedy in the death from pneumonia 
of two of his friends. The Twiss family was (and is) close to the 
Humphreys, and one of their boys, Woodrow Twiss, died while a 
high school freshman; Hubert wrote a note for the newspaper in 
which he said that "the school was much grieved and shocked." 
Later the town and the high school in particular was shocked again 
when Edward Johnson (often mentioned as a Humphrey debating 
partner) died toward the end of the school term. 

The school created prizes in memory of both boys. Inscribed on 
the award cup that honors Edward Johnson, the first nam^-from 
the graduation class of 1929-18 Hubert H. Humphrey, Jr, On the cup 
now there are other names of which Doland is quite proud. There 
are the McNickle twins both of those boys became generals. 

Humphrey is still proud about this cup. He also thinks about the 
luck and fate and drugs that kept him alive when other boys like 
him did not make it. In the short time since Hubert and Ed Johnson 
and Woodrow Twiss were boys, medical science has advanced so 
that rarely does anyone in the United States die of pneumonia, and 
science could make this true in any country anywhere. 

Once again a very large fact could be seen very plainly in a small 
place. And it is not irrelevant to many policy matters which reach 
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the desks o senators in Washington, who may turn in ten minutes 
from the problems of America's towns to the problems of towns half 
a world away, towns in India or Africa where we would like to have 
healthy friends. 

There is a startling dramatic scene in Noel Coward's motion pic- 
ture Cavalcade, when the young lovers are seen on a ship, looking 
out over the moonlit water. They play out a scene in this romantic 
and idyllic background. Then they move away from the ship's rail. 
The camera lingers just a moment on the life preserver by which 
they have been standing and there is the name of the ship: S.S. 
Titanic. 

There is something of the same kind of shiver hidden in the high 
school news notes of the Doland Times-Record; this is the chirpy 
column that "wrote up" the enthusiastic activities of Hubert Hum- 
phrey's high school class. 

The name of this column, for reasons unknown, was "Hi-Sco-Pep." 
Hubert Humphrey remembers this strange assortment of syllables 
today as if he were still writing weekly notes for it. But all the news 
that is recorded there about Hubert and his friends, about football, 
basketball, debates, plays, and parties, now has a note of irony. These 
notes all speak of "the class of '29.'* 

At the time they were written no one knew that the unsinkable 
bull market was soon to hit an iceberg. None of these classmates 
knew they would be marked for life because they were "children of 
the depression." 

When the reader now turns the yellow pages of '26, '27, and '28, 
it is with a strange fateful feeling that he reads that Edward John- 
son and Myrtle Drayer and Hubert Humphrey did well in debate 
work. It is interesting to see that Edward Johnson, Lewis Terpstra, 
and Hubert Humphrey received letters in football. The same three 
were members of the basketball team in 1928. In oratory Hubert 
Humphrey and Lewis Terpstra were entered and strangely enough 
they won only second place. Later Humphrey obtained a place on 
the tournament team that won the district debate contest and went 
to the state tournament 

Humphrey and Terpstra and Dick Paine and Robert Fryer are 
recorded as having made a good showing in track. 
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One note ends like this: "The class of 1929 has always been at 
the top in scholarship. We re out to winf 

We don't know that our subject wrote these words. But it is not 
stretching things to say that two phrases of three words give a lot 
of the story of young Hubert Humphrey as he left Doland for a 
somewhat wider world-"Out to win! Class of 'ag! w 

Humphrey was graduated in the spring of 1929 with very little 
idea of what was going to happen in Wall Street, in London, and in 
the entire economic network of the world, after that certain black 
Friday in October 1929. But today he, like many other veterans of the 
depression, feels tibe depression was a plague that tested all of them 
and the American way of life. To some young Americans, the de- 
pression is part of history, like the sinking of the Titanic. But to 
Humphrey, as to many who faced bitter years after the crash, this 
was a major experience not just of the pocketbook but of the heart. 

"Out to win* is a slogan that any associate of the senator might 
think of in connection with him. His office assistants, his immediate 
family, and his critics emphasize the fact that "he just loves to win/* 
And it is a recurrent theme when old neighbors of the Humphrey 
family discuss Hubert as he was thirty-five years ago. That boy al- 
ways gave it everything he had, no matter what he was doing. . . . 
I wouldn't say he was egotistical . . . but he seemed to take it natu- 
rally when he had the lead in the pky or the operetta. . * , Couldn't 
sing, but he tried . . . Pretty thin, but h played football . . ." 

Young Hubert was always interested in athletics, particularly com- 
petitive sports, and to the present day he remains passionately in- 
terested in all fends of games. He is an enthusiastic fan at spectator 
sports, and friends say the way he watches them can scarcely be 
called "passive participation." 

He pursues no particular sport and no regular program of exercise, 
but he still radiates the energy and vitality of an athlete. All descrip- 
tions of him and his early-day photographs agree that, in the words 
of one Doknd woman, "he wasn't slender, he was skinny/' He clearly 
regrets that he could not have been a football star but his physique 
was better adapted to track. There is a note in the "Hi~Sco~Pep" col- 
umn about the high school track team that went over to Aberdeen 
one Saturday. A couple of the boys won first and second in their 
fields, but there is also this whisfling-in-the-dark item; 
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Our distance men made a very good showing, they are Hubert 
Humphrey, Alvin Hahn and Emery Bell. Hubert placed fifth in 
the half-mile run. These men are all beginners and tie ability they 
have will be sure to develop. 

It may seem surprising that one boy could go out for track, base- 
ball, basketball, and football and meanwhile be a star of the debat- 
ing team. But in a high school as small as Doland's there were less 
than a score in the senior class the students had to take a lot of dif- 
ferent parts if they hoped to have any kind of school activities. Peo- 
ple who knew him in Doland, like those who have known ham 
elsewhere, say that Hubert enjoyed practically all school activities 
and always looked on a new activity as a challenge. 

However, it gradually became clear that his deepest interests were 
in scholarship, debating, and politics. Yes, even when he was in 
high school he was interested in politics. An unsigned note in the 
Times-Record gives a clue to the spirit of the Doland debating team 
in defeat. The team in April 1928 included Hubert, his buddy Julian 
Hartt, and another classmate, Earl Hanson. They went over to Ver- 
million for the state tournament after they had won their district 
championship. Hubert's team had the affirmative side of a question 
concerning the McNary-Haugen farm relief proposals. They lost, 
"eliminated by the team from Madison.** Whoever wrote the note 
for the Doland paper said further, "The strength of the Madison 
squad is indicated by the fact that Madison had but recently de- 
feated Watertown, Aberdeen and Sioux Falls, Holding the Madison 
speakers to a two to one decision is evidence of the Doland boys* 
ability. Doland high school looks to the new year with full expecta- 
tions of maintaining, if not surpassing, the past enviable record in 
debate. This record includes three district championships during the 
past five years/* We shall run across this never-say-die spirit in some 
other debates and some other defeatsyears later. 

Life in Doland High School was quite competitive, scholastically 
as well as athleticallythere were many prizes, awards, and plaques. 
Intellectual activities were related directly to the life around them. 
When the teen-agers debated things like the McNary-Haugen farm 
bill they were pursuing, perhaps more immaturely but no doubt in 
a more orderly way, the same arguments their fathers wore pursuing 
on the street comers of Doland particularly in the drugstore. 
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In grade school and high school Hubert was also active in school 
theatricals, and had the lead in the senior play, Captain Applejack. 
As Ambrose Applejack he portrayed "as mild a man as ever scuttled 
a cup of coffee" who "changed into a bold, bad buccaneer of the 
Spanish main, cussing his crew, calling for his grog, dragging forth a 
comely wench, sticking his knife into a treacherous dog, and finally 
putting down a mutiny by cutting cards with its leader/* 

He was considered good-looking and a good dancer. But in those 
days high school boys and girls were thought "too youn* for real 
dates. 

When the high school year came to an end the four students who 
had placed highest in the four years of scholarship were three girls 
and one boy. The valedictorian was Hubert Humphrey and at^the 
graduation ceremony he "spoke the farewells of the class" in a "sin- 
cere and convincing manner," 

Everyone connected with Hubert Humphrey knows that his late 
father was and in fact remains a major influence in his life. Even 
today he will speak of his father and his views as a living and present 
force in his judgment of affairs. 

Dad Humphrey was a big man, jolly and outgoing, who loved all 
lands of people. He was fond of children and dogs and horses, and 
in general interested in all human motives and all forms in which 
life expresses itself. When he laughed, he would shake all over. Peo- 
ple remember that he shook the furniture when he was really 
amused. He had a tremendous curiosity, was a great reader of news- 
papers and books, and was always ready for a friendly or perhaps a 
heated discussion. An earnest and keen student of politics, h.0 de- 
veloped firm convictions and had a cogent way of putting his facts 
and his conclusions together. He was not bitter on many subjects 
but he loved a lively dispute. 

Several South Dakotaus describe Dad Humphrey as "the greatest 
talker I ever knew," a description which would amuse many Wash- 
ingtonians who know his son. Some reporters, who refer to Congress 
as the "cave of the winds," feel that Dad Humphre/s son is the 
greatest talker they ever knew. It must have been like two Niagara 
Falls to hear them together. People in Doland say that Hubert didn't 
learn debating at schoolhe taught it There was always a debate at 
the dinner table at the Humphreys'. 
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Dad Humphrey read as voluminously as he spoke. He read and 
taught his sons to read the papers and messages of the Presidents. 
They read Ben Franklin, Tom Paine, and Thomas Jefferson. They 
also read volume after volume of Elbert Hubbard, and they liked 
Edgar Guest, but they found more to chew on in Bryces American 
Commonwealth. Their particular favorites were books about Wood- 
row Wilson. Over and over again they read the life of Wilson written, 
by Joseph Tumulty, his secretary, and The Intimate Papers of Colo- 
nel House, the shadowy figure who was to Wilson what Harry 
Hopkins was to President Franklin Roosevelt Ralph and Hubert 
used to give Dad Humphrey the latest book about Woodrow Wilson 
for Christmas and they would take turns reading aloud on winter 
nights. 

They still talk in Doland about the great fight of thirty-five years 
ago over the question of selling the municipally owned power and 
light company. In those days many villages and cities built their own 
light companies. After World War I they were greatly astonished to 
find that some people had learned to call this "socialism." No one 
then or later ever thought of Dad Humphrey as a socialist, but he 
was passionately in favor of Doland's owning its own utility. 

A large private firm proposed to buy the Doland power and light 
company from the town. The company promised that service would 
be cheaper, greatly improved, and in addition a new and superior 
system of street lighting would be installed throughout the length 
and breadth of Doland. 

This was a subject of many town meetings. Dad Humphrey was 
a central figure among those who thought not only that this would 
be a poor idea as a business proposition but that it was a sin and a 
shame to take the town's own facility, bought and paid for by the 
community, and turn it over to a soulless corporation, Doland people 
can still remember that Dad Humphrey, usually a jovial wisecracker, 
a promoter, and an original and enterprising businessman, could turn 
into a flaming advocate and defender of what he believed was right. 
He could be a great castigator of the "forces of evil/* and in the 
biblical phrases that come easily to the tongue in South Dakota he 
would "smite the enemy hip and thigh" when he went into battle. 

Hubert recalls that as a boy of twelve he heard the great rumble 
of thunder from this grown-up battle over the power plant. When 
the city council met and his father went as a citizen to fight and 
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make speeches, young Hubert would be permitted to go along and 
sit in the hall or perhaps by an outside window. Half asleep in the 
balmy summer air, he would crouch there far into the night As the 
argument grew heated he would wake up to see his father as a cham- 
pion of the forces of good doing battle with the forces of evil. 

In Doland thirty-five years later one citizen said, "We all had 
affection for the Humphrey family and we greatly respected Dad 
Humphrey-and I'll say that although I could also find him very 
stubborn and I certainly disagreed with him sometimes." The author 
asked if this citizen had been on the other side from Mr. Humphrey 
in the great fight over the power plant Back came an instant and 
decisive answer: "I certainly was against Dad Humphrey, and I was 
right" 

And Dad's son, the senator, says in 1959, "Dad fought them to a 
standstill and he lost, but he was right, and the power company did 
come in and take over the plant, and they never did make good on 
their promises and the fancy street lights are not there to this day.'* 

Thus Hubert Humphrey learned and remembered views about 
public power issues long before he sat in the Senate and heard of 
Hell's Canyon and Dixon and Yates. 

The dramatic power plant fight was not the prime event of the 
Humphrey family story in those days. 

A fundamental part of Dad Humphre/s political attitudes was 
the belief (shared by many political leaders in the Middle West) 
that the banking system was useful to financiers but was often 
parasitic and actually harmful to the productive economy of the 
country. As Doland put it, Dad Humphrey was afraid of banks. 

In general he hated and feared bankers. He felt that bankers and 
their friends in government worked out arrangements to their ad- 
vantage, charging high interest rates that made them fat but choked 
off the fanner and the small businessman. 

The social historian might trace some of the ideas of Humphrey, 
Sr., and others like him to the agrarian reformers of the latter part 
of the nineteenth century. Spiritually he was a descendant of the 
Populists. His generation had also been exposed to Henry George's 
single-tax theories and his thesis that all interest was "unearned in- 
prement" and therefore sinister. William Jennings Bryan, from the 
neighboring state of Nebraska, had campaigned three times for the 
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presidency with promises to revamp the country's currency and its 
financial system. One might say that, geographically and spiritually, 
Bryan and Dad Humphrey had grown up not too far apart. 

In any case Dad Humphrey had an "interest in civic affairs" 
what was called in the thirties "a social conscience.** In his own 
way of life, as a hard-working and enterprising small businessman, 
he had seen some of the same things that the miners saw in West 
Virginia and the Okies in Oklahoma. The American system did not 
always work perfectly, and something more than individual pluck 
and luck might be needed to make it work better. To Dad Hum- 
phrey this seemed self-evident 

He conceived of community resources and government as mech- 
anisms to be used to help out citizens when through circumstances 
not of their own making they needed help. As a druggist selling 
veterinary supplies, he also developed a keen sense of the waste in- 
volved when a man lacked proper medicine to cure or prevent costly 
losses. It offended the pioneer's sense of saving precious material if 
human effort or valuable livestock were lost because cash or credit 
was not available for trustworthy people at the right time. Waste 
is a sin that's a statement ministers don't even have to preach in 
Doland. \ 

There was another major theme in Humphrey, Sr.'s thinking. He 
developed a keen interest in international affairs and came to think 
of Woodrow Wilson as one of America's greatest Presidents. It was 
a personal shock to Dad Humphrey when the country rejected the 
League of Nations* It was a personal sorrow that Wilson had lived 
out his declining years seeing his great dreams come to nothing^ 
Then in the twenties and thirties, as on the home front he saw the 
economic system of the world going smash, he saw the world once 
again preparing for the insanity of a great war. He felt, as have many 
scholars of history, that the Nazis might never have come to power 
if we and the rest of the world had backed the League of Nations. 

All these things he talked over as naturally as breathing. He went 
over the day's news with his growing sons, sounding out ideas, test- 
ing their facts and logic. Constantly he talked about the president 
of Princeton University, and later of the United States, the martyred 
political scientist who had dreamed of a parliament of man. 

And time and again Dad Humphrey harked back to the thesis 
that in a country that was basically rich men by their own labor 
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should be able to make a decent living. Therefore America should 
have a financial system beyond mere profit and percentages on a 
banker's statement that would give men a feeling of pride and 
dignity. Man should be able to pour his energy and his wits into 
something of his own that would take care of his own. Dad Hum- 
phrey was never a socialist, he was always a businessman, and he 
loved the sign on the drugstore that told the world this enterprise 
was "Humphrey's." The father wanted the very opposite of cen- 
tralized control from far away: he wanted all the Humphreys of the 
country on the farm, in labor, or in small businessto be able to 
stand up proudly and independently. H. H. Humphrey, Sr., may not 
have had a complete and uncontradictory dream of a system but 
in the person of Dad Humphrey it was an attractive philosophy. His 
ideas rested foursquare upon his politics, his religion, his business, 
and his own personality and character. He was learning all his life, 
trying hard to understand the world and to get ahead in it. 

And when he thought something was good he went to work to 
sell it, whether it was a new radio or a new political theory. 

His sons are chips off the old block, but one leans toward busi- 
ness and the other toward politics. 



CHAPTER III 



In the Doland years the whole family worked together in Hum- 
phrey's Drugstore. Hubert sold hog vaccine and radios and Eskimo 
pies and large economy-size bottles of aspirin, cascara, rubbing al- 
cohol, and a thousand other items. One of his father's own prepara- 
tions, called "Humphrey's chest oil/* achieved a local reputation as 
being marvelous for chest colds. 

Hubert and Ralph learned at a tender age to distinguish between 
the "wets" and the "drys." Such standard drugstore items as castor 
oil, cascara, essence of wintergreen, et cetera, were called wets. 
Others, like sodium bicarbonate or sulphur or tannic acid, were 
known as drys. 

At the same time they heard Dad Humphrey's criticisms of Calvin 
Coolidge and Herbert Hoover. If the tape recorder had only been 
invented Humphrey's would certainly have sold it and perhaps we 
should have a recording of how they talked in the drugstore one 
moment about oil of wintergreen, the next about the President. 

How did it happen that Humphrey, Sr. "a businessman* 5 was 
such a critic of things as they are? This is one answer he used to 
give: "I heard William Jennings Bryan and became a Democrat." 

What kind of a businessman was Dad Humphrey? A quick look 
at the record indicates that he wasn't too successful. Several times 
he was on the edge of bankruptcy. But a quick look doesn't tell the 
whole story. He was operating in the state of South Dakota in a 
period of war and drought and depression. His story is matched 
by thousands of small businessmen who found it difficult and some- 
times impossible to keep their doors open. Considering the total 
record, one might conclude that Dad Humphrey was an exceptional 
businessman, for he did keep the store and the Humphrey business 
name alive through thick and thin. He lived to see Humphrey's be- 
come a thrivtag business. Today it furnishes a good living for three 
or four families, and his son Hubert, as president of the Humphrey 
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drugstore, is an associate in and part owner of a business that ap- 
parently could guarantee Mm financial security for the rest of Ms 
life. 

Dad Humphrey started business in Wallace, South Dakota, and 
lived, as many businessmen did in those days, in an apartment over 
the store. It is hard for those who have known Hubert Humphrey 
as a politician for twenty years to realize that for the first twenty-five 
years of his life he was nearly always in the family drugstore or close 
to it He was born over it, he was brought up as a child in it, he 
worked in it at such an early age that his father had a special ramp 
built for him so that he could walk up behind the counter and serve 
the customers without having to stand on tiptoe. Through his Mgh 
school days he worked constantly in the drugstore. A couple of times 
he had to be called home from college to help his father keep the 
store going. Later he and his brother slept in the drugstore basement 
He courted his wife in the drugstore. He supported himself at col- 
lege by working in a couple of drugstores. To this day he still thinks 
of life in the store as a pleasant way to live. 

Dad Humphrey loved his drugstore and, like many American 
businessmen, was proud to be in business for himself. He went 
through many vicissitudes. Once his store was burned out and he 
was just about broke. Once he opened a store that was really about 
fifteen square feet in the middle of another man's grocery store. In 
Doland he nearly went completely bankrupt But he was always en- 
terprising, always trying something new. 

No one says that he had any particular drive to make money, but 
it seems clear that he just loved meeting people in the store and be- 
ing in the center of things. He was determined to make a living for 
his family out of his own business and not by working for another 
man. He was obviously something of a supersalesman. So far as his 
opportunities permitted he was what would be known on Madison 
Avenue as "a terrific promotion man." He firmly believed that when 
a man walks into a store he likes to be able to call the owner by 
name and that it helps identify a store or restaurant if it is called 
Joe's or Brown's or Humphre/s. So he told Ms sons always to re- 
member people's names and to see that people remembered theirs. 
At times he would try to build up the lunch counter side of the 
business. Once he had tables and booths for fifty people. In the 
depths of the depression Humphrey's was serving a solid meal, in- 
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eluding dessert, for twenty-nine cents. "Regardless of what the main 
dish or the dessert was, the whole thing was always sold for twenty- 
nine cents," says Senator Humphrey today. 

In the twenties and thirties drugstores began to undergo the 
change that eventually transformed them into a species of depart- 
ment store. But in Dad Humphrey's time it was quite a novelty for 
South Dakotans to walk into the drugstore and find radios and 
phonographs on sale. Hubert used to install radio aerials, first as a 
helper and later on his own. He enjoyed scampering like a monkey 
on somebody's roof in his tennis shoes to stretch the copper wire. In 
those days you had to have a long aerial before you could bring in 
the voice of Calvin Coolidge or Al Smith, to whom the new inven- 
tion was known as "the raddio.** 

One year Dad Humphrey had what proved to be a home run of 
an idea. He decided to go in heavily for selling medicines, serums, 
vaccines, and other preparations in the veterinarian line. Here he 
had hit on something that was extremely useful to the farmers of 
the community. The customers came into the drugstore to get their 
sheep dip or their dehorners, and to get advice on what to do with 
animals suffering from "croup** or "the heaves." And once there was 
a threatened epidemic of anthrax, a most contagious and sinister 
disease of cattle. Humphrey's, far ahead of otter stores in the region, 
helped avert a catastrophe and it also made money. 

Dad and the Humphrey boys read every bit of literature on how 
to treat animals that the veterinarian houses published. They often 
arranged Saturday afternoon demonstrations of some new item. And 
they were never loath to try out something new, in the process as- 
sisting at the birth of a calf or getting rid of worms in a dog. So it 
happened that Hubert had vaccinated hundreds of hogs before he 
graduated from high school. There is no question that this work gave 
him an earthy knowledge of the farm and of farmers. They still 
laugh, over the border in Minnesota, about the time when Hubert 
was debating with an opponent on some farm issue and made the 
boast, *T11 bet you IV vaccinated more hogs than any man in this 
audience." He was a little perplexed when several people tittered 
and burst into giggles and finally into an uproar. The town veter- 
inarian was sitting in the front row and the young orator had just 
overreached himself somewhat he was hogging too much credit, 
you might say. 
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Meeting people in his store or on their land, Dad Humphrey was 
a natural to figure in practical politics as well as in discussion of 
great issues and great men. The trouble was that in Doland it was 
not too practical for a Democrat to be interested in practical politics. 
In the twenties there were only three other Democrats in town. Once 
he ran for the legislature but was defeated. Later he was elected 
mayor of Doland. The mayoralty, of course, was not a political job 
in fact it wasn't much of any kind of job. But his election shows 
that, in spite of being a town rebel in a way, he was a very popular 
citizen. (After the family had moved to Huron he ran again for the 
legislature and made it by a whacking majority.) 



Throughout boyhood days Hubert had the nickname of 
or "Pink" "This had nothing to do with my political complexion, 
thank goodness," the senator says today. The name disappeared 
sometime after he went to Minneapolis. No one, including the sena- 
tor, knows exactly how it originated. Some say that he sunburned 
quite easily. In any case it is a common nickname in the West He 
turns warmly toward anyone who greets him as Pinky, for he knows 
it will be someone who has known him many years. 

In 1952 all of Doland turned out to honor Pinky. It was the 
seventieth anniversary of the town on October 9, and it was also a 
homecoming for Spink County's favorite son. His speech to his 
Doland "family* may be of particular interest 

In part he said, "I remember such Doland families as the Sher- 
woods, the Labrie family, the Garthwaites, the Shults, the Riskes, 
and many others. 

"I was privileged to grow up in a town that had the finest of char- 
acters, the finest of people, people who lived in a small town but 
had a great perspective and a vision, people that understood what 
was going on in the world and understood something about human 
relationships." The senator spoke quite earnestly to his friends and 
this speech, far away from Washington, to the people who had 
known him best, perhaps gives direct clues to some of his main 
motivations, 

He said, **[!] promised my mother that I would not mention poli- 
tics in my speech today. She takes a dim view of some of my po- 
litical activities." The main part of his speech, however, was about 
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world affairs and he sounded a theme that Dad Humphrey would 
have been most proud to hear. 

The faults and problems of today are not due to any one man 
or political party or any one set of circumstances. 

"World War I was the beginning of a great change on the face of 
this earth. 

"One of the greatest men America has ever produced was Wood- 
row Wilson. He challenged America to grow up. He told the par- 
ents at the close of World War I that unless they did something, 
their sons and daughters would be the cannon fodder, would be the 
soldiers, would be the wounded and maimed of another generation. 

"But we closed our eyes; we closed our ears; we closed our minds 
and lived in a fool's paradise. 

"When we rejected his League of Nations, when we set aside our 
opportunity to be our brother's keeper, when we refused to take on 
world leadership, during that fool's paradise, we got a Hitler, a 
Mussolini, the military leaders of Japan, the Bolshevism and Sta- 
linism of Russia. 

"Americans closed their eyes to the festering sore that was to be 
found in this world, a malignant growth of totalitarian dictatorial 
brutality. 

"I say this because there are parents in the audience with their 
children. Unless you make this greater determination to bind up 
the wounds following World War II as should have been done after 
World Wax I you can just kiss these boys and girls good-by." 

He also touched on his favorite theme working for peace by 
sharing America's wealth with the world and concluded with this 
peroration: "What worries me today is that people were perfectly 
willing to spend $450,000,000,000 to Mil, to win a war; and yet I hear 
people complaining about spending a few billion dollars to try to 
win a peace, 

"Our government has been trying to create a world order and a 
world situation in which we could have the opportunity to create 
conditions conducive to peace, . . . Our government has been try- 
ing to prevent mankind from being engulfed by a horrible, vicious 
philosophy. 

"All over the world people are suffering. And the longer they suf- 
fer, the more bitter they become. The more bitter they become, the 
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more jealous they become of us, the greater is their desire to destroy 

us. 

'"The best defense of this nation is to share, to be a share giver. 
The best kind of defense for America is not that of rattling the saber 
but that of opening the heart. 

"If any mother or father were to ask me today, < What can I do 
to make sure there will be a future for my children?' I would say: 
Be of good heart, good spirit and compassion and generosity. Be will- 
ing to give your time or your service or your goods. Be willing to 
sacrifice and to share~and quit complaining/* 

He said that "we need people just as devoted to democratic and 
Christian principles as the Communists are to the sinister principles 
they embrace/* 

In defending the European aid program he said, "I was taught 
in church that it was right to feed the starving; it is right to heal 
the sick; it is right to lead the blind; and it is right to teach the 
illiterate. This is what the Americans have been doing with their 
dollars abroad/' 

This theme, in which America's riches, her desire for peace, and 
the moral imperative are woven together, is echoed in many speeches 
over the years. His associates say that his churchgoing and his 
biblical references are very far from being put on for political pur- 
poses. One friend from college days said recently that it always 
somewhat surprised him "that a liberal intellectual thinker like 
Hubert would get up on a Sunday morning and go off to church, 
but he seemed to get a great deal out of it* This occasions no surprise 
in Spink County. 

Around Doland it was taken for granted that Pinky Humphrey 
would be religious. He was baptized as a Lutheran in Wallace, 
South Dakota, and later attended Methodist church, where his fa- 
ther was a leader. In Washington he attends the Chevy Chase 
Methodist Church. 

A religious outlook is taken for granted out there, where people 
say without any self-consciousness, "She was a good Christian 
woman.** They use the word "Christian'* as an ordinary adjective, It 
means respectable and charitable, and can be and sometimes is ap- 
plied to people who technically aren't Christians. There was one 
Jewish family in Doland. One might wonder how they got there, 
but they were part of what a man would unconsciously call "a Chris- 
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Han community.'* You see, "It wouldn't be Christian not to invite 
them over." 

It is sometimes said, "It is too bad that Pinky didn't become a 
minister. Wliat a mighty force he would have been in the Church!** 

The story of the ultimate decline of the Doland drugstore goes 
back to the days after World War I when the big wheat market and 
the big inflation had burst and the Middle West went through one 
economic shock after another. For most people in the United States, 
the depression really arrived with a bang in October 1929. But all 
through the central West there was a great wave of bank failures 
in the early twenties. As Hubert says now, "Many bankers went to 
prison and many committed suicide. It was a tragic era.** The first 
cruel blow hit Dad Humphrey in 1927. 

At that time the drugstore seemed to have a bright future. The 
Humphreys lived in a house about as nice as any in town. It is a 
big blocky white frame house with a big basement, a big upstairs, 
two bathrooms, and a double garage. Even today Senator Hum- 
phrey recalls proudly that it also had a concrete driveway. That was 
a real distinction in a town where there were very few sidewalks. 
A special feature was their own gasoline pump. Mrs. Humphrey's 
pride was the hardwood floors. The whole family enjoyed tie fine 
shade trees and the large peach and cherry orchard. 

One day, after many rumors, the Security State Bank closed. Dad 
Humphrey was hit hard; he was practically at the end of his rope. 
But he was able to borrow money and get additional credit, and he 
moved what assets he had over to the other bank in Doland. Yes, 
they had two banks there. It seems strange now, but many such tiny 
towns used to have two or three banks and the countryside really 
could not support them. This, as it turned out, was the cruel case in 
Doland. Within thirty days the second bank, the State Bank of 
Doland, failed, and Dad Humphrey was just about as broke as he 
could be. 

Hubert was sixteen years old at the time, just finding himself as 
a debater in high school. He remembers that he came home from 
school and as he rounded the corner he saw his mother standing 
under a tree in front of the house crying. His father was talking to 
two men whom Hubert did not know. 

His mother, weeping as though her heart would break, told him 
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that Dad had had to sell the house. They got six thousand dollars 
for it, an enormous price for those days. When the men had gone 
Dad Humphrey also broke down and wept. 

"To us this had been much more than just a house, this was our 
wonderful home and our whole world," says Hubert. The Humphrey 
family had to move to a much smaller house and though it was clean 
and comfortable it was part of a shattering experience. 

This was the first time Hubert ever saw his father weep. He be- 
lieves his mother was really heartbroken, and it was frightening to 
the children to see their father redouble his efforts to make the drug- 
store a going concern. Eventually, like many other neighborly busi- 
nessmen of the twenties and thirties, he just threw away account 
books which showed that he had thousands of dollars "coming to 
him." He knew it wasn't coming, so it was no use keeping the books. 
What would happen to them if the drugstore crashed like the banks? 
What did it mean, that a part of Doland "crashed"? How could this 
happen? 

Millions of adults as well as children would soon be asking these 
questions and thirty years later those days are remembered by many 
people* And particularly by our subject Yet when he speaks of 
Doland his face always lights up. 



CHAPTER IV 



Huron^s Leading Druggist 



In the fall of 1929 Hubert went off to the University of Minnesota 
and Ralph stayed home to help in the drugstore. Ralph wanted to 
study law, but there wasn't enough money to send both boys to 
school at once, so he and Hubert took turns going to a university. 
Always more interested in business than Hubert, Ralph is today the 
manager of the Humphrey drugstore. 

Uncle Harry Humphrey sent Hubert fifty dollars and he^got a job 
that would provide board and room in return for such housekeeping 
duties as making beds, firing the furnace, helping out in the kitchen, 
and so on. He also worked in Swoboda's Drugstore. There was never 
a time when he had money in the bank to guarantee the next 
semester. 

In the middle of his sophomore year Dad Humphrey called him 
long distance and said the family was going to have to leave Doland 
and try their fortune in the larger town of Huron, fifty miles away. 
He had already located the building where he thought he could put 
in a more modern drugstore. He said, **At least they won't be able 
to say of me that I went broke in a one-horse town. 31 * Dad Humphrey 
did not mean this in a derogatory way. He had lived in and loved 
Doland for seventeen years. But it was more serious to go broke in 
Doland than to try again and perhaps go broke somewhere else. 
There simply wasn't anything else for him, as a druggist, to do in 
Doland. If he went broke in Huron, or in some other larger town, 
he might at least be able to get a salaried job as a pharmacist in 
someone else's store. 

Actually no one really knew what would happen if the Hum- 
phreys wound up completely stony broke, but they were very close 
to it in this year 1931. Millions of other Americans were in the same 
fix. 

Dad Humphrey went over to Minneapolis to visit with Hubert on 
the Huron move. They held a brief excited conference over the 
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counter at Swoboda's. The rules were strict and the job was valuable, 
so Hubert couldn't possibly take a couple of hours off. After work 
they held a soul-searching conference at the Eadisson Hotel. Dad 
Humphrey said they just had to move "to protect the little we still 

have." 

To the father, the whole question was "whether we can get credit 
to cany us a little while. We have to get five thousand dollars in 
credit. We just have to have it* He said, "I need your help. Other- 
wise I believe I've got to get out of business/* 

Dad and Hubert went to a wholesale drug house in Minneapolis 
to see a partner in the firm named Henry Doerr (the firm is now 
merged with McKesson & Bobbins ) . Henry Doerr saw their situation 
and took a chance on a family and a drugstore that he had known 
for many years. He gave them five thousand dollars* worth of mer- 
chandise on credit in the next few weeks, and that enabled the 
Humphreys to open their store. The night before they opened Dad 
Humphrey reiterated, "Boys, we've got to make this go, this is our 
last chance." But with the Humphrey promotional arts they beat the 
drums for a "gala opening." And on that day they gave each kdy 
visitor a single, beautiful rose. 

Dad Humphrey had hated to take Hubert out of school and he 
tried to ease the leave-taking as much as he could. He gave him a 
small amount of cash and urged him to go to Minneapolis and spend 
it foolishlyl And for that last two weeks he let Hubert take the 
Model A Ford so he could tear around town and have a good time, 
"and go out in a blaze of glory/* 

Hubert dreamed of getting back to college but he realistically 
thought this would be the last he would ever see of the campus he 
had learned to love. In the back of his mind was the thought that 
perhaps at some time he might be able to go away to pharmacy 
school and get to be a pharmacist at least. Both his parents, and 
later his friends the Dewey Van Dykes, and of course others, were 
always stressing the necessity of an education if one wanted to make 
the most of one's talents and leaxn about the great world that existed 
outside of Beadle County. 

Dewey and Hazel Van Dyke were like a second mother and father 
to Hubert, and even to this day the senator listeaas dosely to Dewey 
and values his counsel. He thinks of Van Dyke as a man who knows 
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quite a bit about the world and just about everything about 
Humphrey. 

Dewey and Hubert were active in scouting together and often 
went on camping trips, and Hazel and Muriel also enjoyed die out- 
doors and the company of a couple of dozen "young Indians." 

Before his marriage, and even to some extent afterward, young 
Hubert gravitated to the Van Dykes and the relaxation and philo- 
sophical conversation around their kitchen table. The Humphrey 
family was a close-knit one, and the advice Dad Humphrey gave his 
son was respected and his son attempts to apply it to current life 
today. At the same time the Humphrey family life was centered on 
the drugstore, and there seems to have been some special under- 
standing, or perhaps a more easygoing approach to life, that at- 
tracted young Hubert to the Van Dykes. He needed a place where 
he could really talk without the pressure of the store coming in 
sooner or later. 

It is hard to put into words the kind of inspiration provided by 
persons with the Van Dyke temperament. But there is something 
about themthis is often the case with teachers in small Midwestern 
towns which recognizes talent and gives confidence to their prot6- 
g6s. Today the senator has his wife and family and many admirers 
to give him confidence, but it would seem that in his youth he 
needed an extra portion of insight and inspiration, and the Van 
Dykes helped him. 

Dewey Van Dyke is not a teacher, and today he has retired from 
the job he held for years in the Huron post office. But he still has 
an eye for talent, and when the senator recently visited his home 
town Dewey was insistent that Humphrey talk to a young boy whom 
Dewey was trying to persuade to go to college to study political 
science. The meeting was arranged in the crowded schedule, and it 
was plain to see that the Van Dykes thought that once again they 
had located a young man with the authentic spark. A member of 
the senator's party said, "As long as America continues to produce 
people like the Van Dykes the American dream will be a faith strong 
enough to move mountains.** 

The Humphrey drugstore in Huron opened in 1931 at the bottom 
of the depression^ There were already five other drugstores in Huron 
and it is putting it mildly to say that these stores and other businesses 
did not welcome the family who had fled from Doland. 
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Dad Humphrey told his sons that they would have to redouble 
their hard work, their salesmanship, and their promotional ideas. On 
all the main roads leading into Huron they put up signs advertising 
Humphrey's drugstore. 

In time Dad Humphrey succeeded in getting the Walgreen 
agency. He and his sons had often discussed what the rise of big 
chains had done to the independent small businessman. They felt 
it was better for the small businessmen and no doubt for the com- 
munity if he ran his own place not as a manager but as an owner. 
Yet there were advantages to buying in quantity as a Walgreen's 
agent. 

They went in for veterinarian products more heavily than *ever. 

Over their drugstore sign they hung another one that a farm prod- 
ucts company (Anchor Serum) gave them. This was nothing but a 
representation of a pig, life size and very homely. Years later when 
the store front was modernized the boys thought they were a little 
too sophisticated to hang out the old pig again. But in the first two or 
three weeks so many customers objected that they put the old pig 
back up and there it remains to this day. The story of the sign that 
wouldn't stay down is told and retold in Huron. 

In a town the size of Huron there may be two or three men's 
clothing stores, five or six drugstores. One of each is likely to be 
known as "the farmers* store" or "that country place." One clothing 
store will be a little more likely to have sheepskin jackets and gum 
boots, and the clerks will know their way around the farm and they 
themselves will work unabashedly in shirt sleeves. ( Of course anyone 
except maybe a banker will work in his shirt sleeves on a hot day 
but the country store people are just a little more folksy. ) Such a 
clothing store is less likely to have wall-to-wall carpeting, soft light- 
ing, and the genteel manner that might discourage the farmer who 
comes into town on Saturday afternoon, maybe with a little manure 
on his boots. 

So far as drugstores are concerned, there is no question in Huron 
that Humphrey's was the farmers' drugstore. This was where farm- 
ers felt at home, where they learned things, too, about veterinarian 
products, which could be a matter of life or death for the livestock. 
No doubt when the farmers saw Humphrey's shiny new glass store 
front they wanted to be reassured by the old pig sign that this was 
still their store. Hubert learned something when he hung the pig 
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back over the doorway of "Huron's Leading Druggist'* The ghost of 
the sign may still be seen on a door in the new Senate Office 
Building. 

In the winter of 1932-33 (as Franklin D. Roosevelt studied the 
affairs of government between his election and his inauguration) 
Dad Humphrey was able to scrape together two hundred dollars to 
send Hubert to a pharmacy college in Denver, Colorado. 

Hubert had been helping his father and he was officially listed 
as an apprentice, but he would have to go to an accredited pharmacy 
college before taking the state board examinations that would make 
him a registered pharmacist. 

So he went to Denver to a school that started at 7:30 A.M. and 
finished at 10:00 P.M., with classes on Saturday until two-thirty in 
the afternoon. "We had to do our studying and work out our chem- 
istry problems and so forth after those hours and on weekends/* 

Today the senator says, "That was a wonderful school and they 
had a wonderful head of it who was very good to me personally. I 
never learned so much before or since in my life. I was about twenty- 
one or twenty-two and I drank it in and was either being lectured 
or studying, night and day." 

He started in January and finished in May of 1933. He says that 
he has always enjoyed a scientific subject and he never missed a 
chemistry problem. There is something about science that is so sat- 
isfying. When you know it in science you really know it, and there 
isn't anything doubtful or indecisive about it." 

But he adds that Denver was "real cram learning.'* He says, *that 
is about the only way I have ever learned anythingI have never 
had the opportunity to take my time and learn things in a leisurely 
and reflective way." 

Back home, Hubert enjoyed being a young man about town in 
Huron. 

Dad Humphrey had been appearing from time to time on the 
radio, broadcasting news and reading poetry and otherwise fur- 
nishing the material for a program advertising Humphrey s drug- 
store. The elder Humphrey had also gotten to teaching a Sunday 
school class that had eighty members, which was tremendous for that 
size town. So sometimes he read inspirational material on his pro- 
gram; at other times he would read from an American history book, 
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saying, "People ought to know about these things and somebody 
ought to read them to them.'" 

Young Hubert also took to the microphone as a duck takes to wa- 
ter. His ability to win an audience, which he had demonstrated in 
Doland High School, was evidenced on the radio, at meetings of 
the Young Democrats, and in occasional invitations to make a 
speech. He had been a Boy Scout in Doland. Now as a young man 
he became intensely interested in the Scouts and later became scout- 
master of the Methodist church troop. In that connection he was 
asked to make a speech at a businessmen's luncheon and service 
club. His topic was something like The Meaning of Scouting/' but 
those who heard it still talk about it Even then, at the age of twenty- 
two, he was eloquent, akeady speaking two hundred and fifty words 
a minute, and he held them spellbound in the Marvin Hughitt Hotel. 
He could make them laugh and almost cry over "The Meaning of 
Scouting." 

Now that he was a registered pharmacist, Hubert felt that he 
would probably stay in the drugstore business, but he continued to 
take enormous interest in politics. There seems also to have been a 
stubborn thought that he might still complete a regular college edu- 
cation. But these were very tough years. 

The November of 1929 was still a black memory when there came 
a November that meant even worse news for the dry West 

The summer of 1933 had been extremely dry, and crops were 
virtually a total loss. Then one November day the residents of 
Beadle County, like the rest of South Dakota, saw the sky cloud 
over in a peculiar way. It turned a sickly off-color yellow they were 
to learn that it always foretold the coming of a strange storm. That 
day the sun turned pink and then red, and what little green vegeta- 
tion was left after the drought turned yellowish green, then gray. 
Then the sun turned gray and the dust came. A black cloud of very 
fine grit rolled over the town of Huron. People put handkerchiefs 
over their mouths and squinted through slits in their fingers on their 
way down the street 

That year there were ninety such dust blackouts. At one time dust 
was an inch and a half deep on the window sills. Then came the 
grasshoppers and locusts, like plagues out of the Old Testament. It 
almost seemed that the insects were moving in as the cattlemen and 
farmers moved out 
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Dad Humphrey got into his battered Ford with the pig serum 
and hit the road as a salesman, trying to keep his family going. In 
the next three years, as Hubert worked behind the counter or went 
with his dad on trips to demonstrate or sell veterinarian medicine he 
heard many a tragic story of hard-working Dakota farmers come 
down from minimal standards to poverty, through no fault of their 
own. In town he saw merchants come to the same pass. He saw 
sheriffs auctions. He saw one small business after another close its 
doors. 

Later, as Franklin Roosevelt's New Deal took hold, the Hum- 
phreys felt, as did thousands of others in hard-hit South Dakota, that 
relief checks had saved the town. There was no doubt these checks 
saved the family business too. 

Ralph Humphrey went to work as a supervisor for a government 
agency. Many who worked with this agency now just refer to it as 
"the federal government," but it was the Works Progress Administra- 
tion, known as the WPA. People saw many of their neighbors work- 
ing with them. And today many "prominent businessmen" could, if 
they tried, remember the days when they worked on the WPA. 

Whether or not the present-day businessmen and comfortable 
farmers of South Dakota can remember when they worked for "the 
federal government," their economic lives, and perhaps their physi- 
cal lives, were saved by the WPA. At a somewhat later period 
Hubert Humphrey himself was a regional director of education for 
the WPA in Minnesota. 

It is these years that Humphrey has in mind when he says, with 
poetic half-truth, "I learned more about economics from one South 
Dakota dust storm than I did in all my years in college." 

It was these years he had in mind one day in the Senate when he 
grew disgusted with pompous talk about bankers. Other senators 
were both shocked and amused when Humphrey said, "I remember 
when bankers were falling from windows thicker than pheasants in 
a Dakota cornfield." 

One should not read too much into an incident or elaborate too 
much on family memories, but certain themes seem to emerge from 
what we know about the Humphrey life in Doland and Huron. 

Struggle. This was a hard and hazardous life. People in the Mid- 
dle West and particularly in what may be called the "dry states" 
Kansas, Oklahoma, and the Dakotas are naturally touchy about the 
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question of just how well suited that country is to human habitation. 
If you laugh at Boston, you may not even be heard, but if you laugh 
at Deadwood, South Dakota, you are sure to hurt someone's feelings. 
And if you "wonder how people can live there/* be warned: they 
live with a fierce pride in where they live; they have fought and 
they love what has been dearly won. 

James A. Farley made one of the few boners of his career when 
he spoke in a derogatory way about Governor "Alf ' Landon's home 
state of Kansas as a "typical prairie state." These states don't see 
themselves as typical; each is unique and also blessed. The mast- 
head of the Huron Plainsman says that in the Dakotas "live the most 
fortunate one percent of the nation." 

To an outsider, however, the fact seems clear: some parts of the 
world seem to flow with milk and honey, and some don't When the 
dust storms and the depression hit the Dakotas, conditions were 
really severe and American citizens were hungry. These times were 
tough for the farmer and tough for the businessman, and even Dad 
Humphrey might agree that they were also tough for the bankers. 
Even in good years, when people meet on the street in Doland or 
Huron, they constantly discuss water. "We just need a little moisture, 
well be all right" 

It cannot be said of South Dakota that the livitf is easy. The 
economic outlook of its towns cannot be compared with similar 
towns nor the countryside with the black earth in Iowa or rich Wis- 
consin, or the more favored natural resources of their neighbor, 
Minnesota. All in all, this is a tough country, in which it takes great 
endurance and persistence to build a civilized community. That has 
been done in this unlikely soil, but it has not been easy. Around these 
towns the horizon is a ring of fate; on the flat earth the highest 
mounds are the graves. 

Competition. This was a competitive life. Dad Humphrey was al- 
ways competing. He was a small businessman, keeping alive and 
being competitive. There was not just the simple competition of one 
drugstore with another or with the "chains" and the "mail-order 
house.** There was competition with the elements, with the economic 
system, and with all the other places a farmer might spend his dollar 
when he had it 

Hubert saw this "in real life" and in the endless round of school 
sports and debates and scholarship competition. By the time he was 
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in high school Hubert had a well-developed competitive tempera- 
ment. 

Democracy. In many ways there was pure democracy in these 
towns. When there are so few people in a community they aU know 
each other very well sometimes too well, as Sinclair Lewis demon- 
strated when he wrote of similar communities not far away in Min- 
nesota. There were no truly rich and not many who were considered 
poor. Several nationalities and religions were represented. As Sena- 
tor Humphrey puts it today, "Even the prejudice, where there was 
prejudice, was out in the open. We knew what everybody was and 
what they thought" 

The facts of life childbirth, courtship, marriage, death were 
close to the surface. They were seen in a harsh reality, but when 
disaster struck people were warmly close. There wasn't much ve- 
neer, or entertainment, or civilization, or art, which could long divert 
anyone from the elemental struggle. Work was the cardinal neces- 
sity and prime virtue. It was essential to get enough food and to 
produce enough food surplus for the "cash money" that was needed 
to buy medical care and drugs for people and farm animals. 

In Doland or Huron it isn't possible for a businessman to be very 
far removed from the farmer to whom he is selling something. How 
distant can two men be when both are wrestling a hog? Dad Hum- 
phrey and Hubert often showed farmers how to give a hog the 
needle that would save its life despite its fighting, squealing pro- 
test. Everyone in these towns had to work, to keep himself alive and 
to keep the towns alive. There is a democracy in work as there is in 
the polling booth. 

Religion. Religion in this section of the country is part of daily life 
but it is not assumed that everyone should believe the same .thing, 

Doland, for instance, has three churches: the Redeemer Lutheran 
church, which the Humphreys used to attend at times, the Method- 
ist church, which became their main church, and the Catholic 
church. In the rural area south of Doland are two more, the Ebenezer 
church and the Emmanuel Mennonite church. Between Doland and 
Huron is a neighborhood known locally as the "Hutterite colony." 
They are Mennonites, and there are many of them in the area, with 
their unusual combination of mysticism and practicality. In Hubert's 
time there was one Jewish family. So it cannot be said that everyone 
belonged to predominantly familiar denominations of Protestantism. 
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The Mennonite philosophy, like that of the Society of Friends (or 
Quakers), is completely pacifist A strong vein of pacifism, or at least 
anti-militarism, runs through many of the religious and political be- 
liefs of the central West It is sometimes forgotten that wave after 
wave of immigration from Europe brought to America precisely 
those people who wished to escape the militarism and "old quarrels" 
of Europe, Thousands of these men wished to avoid conscription on 
the European plan and to get out of a European atmosphere of na- 
tional rivalry. They came to a new country, America, with hopes for 
a peaceful future, leading an international movement for a world 
in which uniforms and cannon would be only a memory. There was a 
time, after the Civil War and before 1914, when men envisioned a 
world of scientific progress in which mankind stood on the brink, 
not of chaos, but of a fruitful Golden Age. Dad Humphrey had seen 
this vision; he felt it could have blossomed again if governments 
would follow Christian principles and if Woodrow Wilson's idealism 
had triumphed. 

Optimism. There is another basic theme of the Middle West, of 
Doland and Huron, and perhaps it is part of the "American tem- 
perament** pure joyful optimism. If old New England or the poor 
South sometimes cannot share this trait, the West still tries to be- 
lieve in the great tomorrow. 

Many visitors to America have been struck by this paradox: the 
fullest and most ebullient optimism of the American temperament 
is not found in the older and richer parts of the country. It is found 
on the margins, on the frontier, where it might be expected that 
life would be grim and people would be pessimistic. 

But there is something in the frontier and in the temperament of 
the men and women who go there with dreams of making raw coun- 
try into settled country, and settled country into populous country, 
and then of course into prosperous country. This dream runs from 
the stony marginal farms of New England to the driest mesas of 
New Mexico and California. And the strange thing is that in the 
wake of the railroads and the gold and oil strikes, in water power and 
in uranium finds, this dream has often been fulfilled. 

Some small towns realize that their tomorrow has already come 
and gone. All over the West are small towns that once expected to 
grow into small cities and then into large cities. 

In the early days there was great competition among towns hop- 
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ing to be chosen as the county seat. In many counties there were 
three or four towns in the battle that only one could win. 

Doland, like innumerable other new towns, had an "Opera 
House." The townspeople produced their own music festivals, but 
they fully expected that someday elaborately costumed opera com- 
panies with professional singers would stop there on tour. 

Dad Humphrey once spent much tuneand money trying to 
keep a hotel alive in Doland. "But of course it failed,'* says his son 
today. 

Why shouldn't Doland have a hotel? 

Men of vision and talents might stop there and see what a place 
this could be! 

WeU, what could it be? 

It could be twice the size! Or ten times! 

Much of pioneering seemed to involve lifting yourself by your own 
bootstraps. In our rich country this sometimes seemed to work But 
often the law of gravity won. 

Still, in America, anything can happen. If. 

If we get a little rain. These were the dreams and fears one 
heard discussed in the forum and the drugstore was the forum. In 
this Athenian community where everyone was a citizen, including 
the children and the dogs, there was one place where everyone was 
welcome even on a Sunday. This was a social center in a lonely 
place. In towns like Doland and Huron people have to make their 
own entertainment, they have to work at providing a social life so 
they can have a little fun or get a little education. They must "do it 
themselves" if they are to rise above the raw struggle with the crops 
and the stock and the illnesses. 

In such towns the drugstore is a great social center. The drugstore 
cowboy standing in front of the store, chewing matches and spitting 
into the street, represents a social life that at the moment isn't work- 
ing for him. But the social life flows here in a constant stream at 
least in decent times. This is where businessmen and fanners have 
a cup of coffee, this is where the mother takes the kids for an ice 
cream cone in the afternoon. There may be a weekly newspaper 
but the drugstore is a daily newspaper. 

"I think 111 go down and see if they've heard any more about the 
Smith boys." 

"Why, what happened?** 
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Tou didn't know? I heard it from Charley in Humphrey's this 
morningseems the Smith lads were wrestling in a haymow, both of 
them rolled right out the window. One has a busted collarbone, but 
the other maybe has a fractured skull/' 

The drugstore is where the young people of the town go on dates 
to have a Coke or a fudge sundae. 

Hubert Humphrey grew up in a small town in a hard time in a 
competitive world. He heard the dreams and experienced the 
tragedies of the people from a front-row seat at the drugstore 
counter, the weekday social center. 

Surely we could say that Hubert Humphrey very early saw life 
as a community process. In a way his family included his entire 
town. He spent his childhood and adolescence at the center of his 
world. 

Today Senator Humphrey dives into a crowd and swims through 
it like a fish in water, splashing with energy. He enjoys himself with 
crowds and seems to be as natural and unself -conscious as most peo- 
ple can be only around the kitchen table. 

We are not going very far if we assume that his early life in 
Doland and Huron had a lot to do with his family feeling for crowds 
of people* He was brought up that way, and it made him different. 



CHAPTER V 

Muriel 



It was in the winter of 1934-35 that a Huron girl named Muriel Fay 
Buck was talking to a girl friend who asked her if she had recently 
been into Humphrey's drugstore. It might be fun to go down there 
and have a Coke and meet the good-looking Hubert Humphrey. 

Muriel's father had been the owner of one of the main industries 
in town, the produce company, which had a big plant up by the 
railroad tracks. His plant was about the largest building in town, 
but he, like Hubert's father, 'lost out" in the depression and had to 
sell his business at a tragic sacrifice. 

As the daughter of one of the town's leading businessmen, Muriel 
did not often go into "the farmers' drugstore." But she had met Hu- 
bert in 1933 and often saw him around Huron. 

She went and had a Coke. This proved to be a turning point in 
the lives of Hubert and Muriel, and therefore in the lives of count- 
less others. We can't be exactly sure how it happened, but it would 
seem that if Hubert hadn't mixed a Coke for Muriel Buck that day 
he might be mixing them still, as Huron's leading druggist. 

Muriel's father was Andrew Eshleman Buck and her mother was 
Jessie Pierce. They came of English, Pennsylvania Dutch, and Hol- 
land Dutch ancestry. Mr. Buck, like Dad Humphrey, had a wide 
reputation for being generous and kind but was also known for his 
firm character and convictions. Also like Hubert's father, he had not 
been much interested in the church in early life, but when Muriel 
was a child he joined the Presbyterian church. Eventually he was 
elected an elder and was a faithful supporter of church activities. 

Muriel was born in Huron, went through the high school there, 
and was graduated in 1930 as an excellent student. She also studied 
piano at Huron College for several years and was considered a 
poised performer in concerts before an audience. When Hubert went 
into politics, she was nervous about making speeches but has since 
learned to take them in her stride. She has an older brother, Merle 
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Frederick, who now lives in Chicago, and a younger brother, Gor- 
don, wlio lives in Redding, California. They are both keen on flying 
and are both private pilots. The whole family loved outdoor life and 
in good times took extended camping trips. A couple of times they 
went to Yellowstone and to Colorado, accompanied by their pastor, 
the Rev. Hubert Eitelle. Mr. and Mrs. Buck also enjoyed hunting 
ducks and pheasants, which are spectacularly plentiful in South 
Dakota, and both mother and father were good shots. 

With her brothers Muriel played a great many boys* games as a 
youngster and was a bit of a tomboy. She was interested in hunting 
and fishing and loved the out of doors. While still a child she 
achieved some local fame by swimming across Bigstone Lake, where 
her family owned some property. The lake is 155 miles north of 
Huron, and the Bucks spent summers there, taking their chickens, 
ducks, dogs, and cats. They raised turkeys but really didn't make a 
cent on them. 

Muriel says she was somewhat spoiled by being "Daddy s favor- 
ite." In her teens she worked with her father as a bookkeeper, trying 
to keep his books straightened, and got to be rather good at it. She 
earned the sum of ten dollars per week. 

When he lost out in the depression and had to sell his business, 
she says, "it was a real blow/* 

After Mr. Buck's retirement from the produce business he opened 
up tourist cabins on Bigstone Lake and it is now a prosperous re- 
sort place although the Buck family is no longer involved in its 
management Mr. Buck died in April 1944, before Humphrey was 
elected to his first office, so he did not live to see his son-in-law's 
political successes, but he had always predicted that Hubert would 
have an outstanding career. 

When Muriel met Hubert she thought him quite attractive and 
pleasant-looking, though not handsome in the conventional sense. 
She felt he had a magnetic personality not that she believed in 
"love at first sight" Many Huron girls thought he was "cute/* an ex- 
pression that may now sound square but was then perfectly legal 
and tender for describing someone attractive to the opposite sex. 

Muriel and Hubert had several dates and pretty soon were con- 
sidered by the town to be going steady although they had not them- 
selves decided exactly how they felt. She found Hubert quite rest- 
less, and though outwardly he seemed set on staying in the drug- 
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store business, inwardly he was undecided and discouraged. It did 
not seem he was "settled down," ready to plan his life for years 
ahead. 

From the couple of years that they went together, they both re- 
member frequent trips to a place called Lampe's Pavilion, which 
held dances every Wednesday and Saturday. Muriel and Hubert 
always loved to dance together. Apparently he has always been a 
talented dancer. Years later former Senator John Sherman Cooper 
said, "He is easily the best dancer among the presidential candi- 
dates." No matter what else happens to him, Senator Cooper's tribute 
will be unmatched. 

The young couple were in love but they weren't sure about their 
future. The depression was a dominant delaying factor. South 
Dakota was getting along somewhat better in the late thirties but 
there had not been a really good crop year in a decade. It was 
still a tough country and hard times. Hubert's brother went with his 
intended for three years before they felt they could be married. 

Hubert seems to have taken his own good time to make the final 
decision to be married. He himself says it appeared to him a very 
risky step, since he had so little money and practically no prospects. 
Muriel hints as his assistants have said that when it comes to per- 
sonal decisions Humphrey often takes a long time. She says he never 
really proposed to her. And they both say they do not have a definite 
picture of how they arrived at the final decision. They say that, in 
real life, such decisions are not made the way they are on television. 
This particular thought amuses Mrs. Humphrey, who says, "We 
don't know exactly how it was decided that he would run for mayor 
or the Senate. You know, things have a way of happening; you talk 
about them quite a bit and then, without talking, events begin to 
happen and they seem to have been decided/' At any rate, Septem- 
ber 3, 1936, was the date they settled on. 

The wedding wasn't to be a large affair but it wasn't just for a 
dozen friends either. Muriel thinks that one advantage of a small 
town is that you can plan such an event the way you want it. It was 
to be at eight o'clock in the morning so that everyone from the drug- 
store could go. Muriel got her wedding dress, a blue velvet sheath 
with three-quarter-length sleeves, which she topped off with a Juliet 
cap, in Watertown. Hubert, in a brand-new suit, arrived ten minutes 
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late and in the voice that can fill a hall he filled that particular hall 
with the statement, "Great guns, I'm late. 7> 

However, this ^punctuality couldn't be blamed entirely on Hu- 
bert. Later the town learned what he was waiting for his sister 
Frances couldn't find a garter. 

After that beginning the affair went off without incident, both 
bride and groom being in good voice. The historian can only regret 
that they decided against having a wedding photograph, and they 
themselves have regretted it ever since. They left the church in a 
shower of rice and started off on their honeymoon to Minneapolis 
and Duluth with sixty-five dollars in their pockets. (The latter 
statistic helps answer tie unspoken question about why there were 
no wedding photos.) 

They were driving Dad Humphrey s Ford and on the way home 
they had an. auto accident in broad daylight, thirty miles from Huron. 
The happy couple came around a corner at the same time that a cow 
started across the road. They killed the cow but were not hurt them- 
selvesexcept for their feelings. The car was damaged and after they 
had settled with the farmer, apologizing profusely and promising to 
pay (which Dad Humphrey did), a repair car went out to pick them 
up. So they returned somewhat ignominiously to Huron, pulled into 
town in their limping car, after killing a fatted calf. 

The newlyweds used to talk about taking a trip to Italy on a tramp 
steamer if they could get a little money together. Hubert had al- 
ways dreamed of traveling to far places. It was conversations with 
Muriel, sometimes rehashed with his father or the Van Dykes, that 
led Hubert to take the steps that got him out from behind the drug- 
store counter. He made up his mind to return to the University of 
Minnesota. One gets the clear impression from interviews with the 
main parties, and their friends, that the newlyweds were interested 
not only in education and in getting away from the endless routine 
of the drugstore but also in seeing what the great world might be 
like. Even when Hubert went to Minneapolis he continued to work 
part time in a drugstore, and to this day he remains surprisingly in- 
volved in the business management of Humphrey's Drugstore. 

Today they can be nostalgic about the escapades and hard times 
they went through, but it still means a great deal to them that they 
endured together and have come up the scale together. Although he 
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is seldom home in the evening and frequently is away on weekends, 
Humphrey still gets tremendous support for his work and his energy 
from his family. He often says he could not work as he does without 
the firm support of his family. A friend has written, "Humphrey is 
too sophisticated to say a thing like that unelss he really meant it." 
He would never say this as a political line, nor repeat it as a cliche. 

Some persons in recent years have expressed surprise that Muriel 
does not know more about all the ios and outs of current political 
battles. Others have expressed surprise at the opposite they are 
amazed at how much she knows about current politics considering 
the very active Me she has lived as mother, chef, travel agent, and 
general foreman for a busy senator and three boys and a girl. 

She has supported her husband in all his major effortssometimes 
financially. She was so anxious for Hubert to get his university de- 
gree and his master s that she shared with him the duties of bread- 
winner. In Minneapolis and in Louisiana, where he did graduate 
work, she could always find some kind of office job. She knows what 
it is to feel shoe soles wear thin walking from one employment office 
to another. 

At the time Hubert was studying for his bachelor's degree she 
was expecting their first child, Nancy. 

In those early years she almost never had any household help. 
(A college student named Orville Freeman sometimes "baby sat'' to 
give the young couple a chance to go to the movies.) By the time 
Hubert was running for mayor for the first time, Hubert, Jr., called 
Skipper, had been added. Although they wanted to name him for 
his father and grandfather, Muriel and Hubert agreed that Skipper 
was never to be called Junior, so they started referring to him as 
Stopper even before he came home from the hospital, and the nick- 
name has stuck. Robert was born in 1944 and Douglas in 1948, years 
that were milestones in more than one way for the Humphreys. 

Even as a harried young mother, Muriel was in on most of Hu- 
bert's political discussions. As often noted, Humphrey does not com- 
partmentalize his life. "Right from the beginning Hubert included 
me in all discussions with his political friends and we were able to 
grow up into our public life together," Mrs. Humphrey says. "Of 
course our early political plans were made in the living room and 
kitchen of the Humphrey apartment." 

She has a philosophical attitude about politics and the ups and 
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downs of campaign fortunes. She is interested and she works at cam- 
paigning with her husband. But she avoids looking on politics as 
the absolute key to existence. Both of them try to avoid taking things 
so seriously as to sacrifice the emotional health of their family. 

Muriel thinks that one of the cruel things about politics is that it is 
so personal Often her husband or her friends are involved in politi- 
cal situations that necessitate choosing among old friends, all of 
whom may have been dose to the family for years. Yet when party 
leaders work for a nomination for some office, various factors (in- 
cluding friendship) must enter in. 

Like Hubert, Muriel still remembers vividly how broke they were 
after their first election defeat She is familiar with the emotional 
pinwheels of a campaign. "You give it everything you have because 
you wouldn't be in it if you didn't think you had a good chance to 
win." She says that her attitude might be different if they had a lot 
of resources or a fortune that might be lost It helps her to think, 
*We don't have much to lose." She knows, however, that "there are 
friends of ours who have sacrificed much more than we have." As 
for herself she has often supported herself and helped to support her 
family, and was not too dismayed when they had to live on a very 
tight budget during the depression. She has a rock-bottom fatalistic 
attitude which she sums up by saying, "I have always figured I can 
take in washing.'* 

Today she is often able to appear for her husband on those rare 
occasions when he decides he can't be two places at once. (Yes, he 
does decide the other way often. ) She says, *I wouldn't try to make 
a political speech, but I have learned to understand a little about 
the people in this enormous country that makes it easier for me to 
visit with them." 

All of the Humphreys* time in Washington has been spent in the 
same home, a comfortable and unpretentious two-story frame house 
in an unrestricted "family-type" area. It is a forty-minute drive in 
traffic to the new Senate Office Building. The senatorial staff claims 
that that travel time makes life harder for them. Humphrey hits the 
office with forty ideas that have come to him in the forty minutes of 
silence in the car. 

For years Humphrey made it a practice to get up quite early in 
the morning so that he could have a play period and social breakfast 
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time with Ms children. More often than not he would be working 
kte at the office or going to a dinner to make a speech or to a city 
council meeting, so these mornings were his family time. Now that 
the children are more scattered, in school, and pursuing various teen- 
age hobbies, this breakfast time is less and less observed but is still 
an ideal. The senator often complains to friends that he is losing 
touch with Ms children but, like many government people (and 
business executives), he never seems able to take a big step toward 
doing something about it 

Their home near Chevy Chase, they believe, provides a perfectly 
normal suburban atmosphere. The street is a curving drive that 
amounts to a dead end, so there is no great flow of traffic. William 
Simms, who for many years was Humphrey's first assistant, used to 
live on the same street Next door is Congressman George Mc- 
Govern, an old friend who now represents the Huron-Doland dis- 
trict of South Dakota in Congress. * 

Congressman McGovern says that Humphrey is the best friend 
he has in Washington. They have many midnight sessions in the 
Humphrey kitchen. Sometimes they sit there and drink milk shakes. 
It just happens that the onetime druggist thinks he can make a 
particularly delicious milk shake. On other occasions they may drink 
something a little stronger. But always they are pretty apt to be 
talking politics every minute they are together. Another neighbor 
is Senator Russell Long of Louisiana. Social life for the man of this 
family doesn't differ much from Ms working life. That doesn't mean 
he doesn't like it 

Mrs. Humphrey, on the surface at least, seems to be far more re- 
laxed and easygoing than her dynamic husband. But she finds the 
Washington pace makes her tense. When Humphrey wishes to, he 
relaxes almost completely and he can take a nap almost any time. 
He will take forty winks, if he feels like it, even in an automobile 
that is whisking him from one engagement to another. But some of 
his friends feel that even when he is playing games even at home, 
playing ping-pong with Skipper or Bobby he drives pretty hard to 
win, laughing and joking incessantly and excitedly. He has never 
been introduced to a game that he didn't like. Muriel says that after 
a couple days* trial he is surprisingly good at most any game. Then 
he plays hard, and some observers say that not very often is he truly 
relaxed. 
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He has never taken much interest in such intellectual games as 
chess or bridge as played by experts. Of course, according to many 
of its proponents, poker is an intellectual game, and he has been 
known to play poker with old friends but not really often enough to 
consider it a regular recreation. No one in the Capitol building has 
ever picked up a ringing telephone and had Hubert Humphrey ask 
him to an evening of poker and very few have ever heard him 
propose any other kind of relaxation or holiday. 

Mrs. Humphrey loves to sew and is an acknowledged expert 
Making her own clothes was a great way to save money in the days 
when they really had to count the pennies. She is always making 
something new for her daytime wardrobe, and she loves to show 
visitors various drapes and slipcovers and other difficult jobs that she 
has accomplished herself. 

She honestly loves the work and planning that go into making a 
home comfortable and charming. She supervised the building of 
their new Minnesota home on Waverly Lake, an hours drive from 
Minneapolis. In a way she contributed greatly to its design: she 
stipulated that it was to have work areas and play areas and no 
space that wasn't used for one or the other. It is exceptionally at- 
tractive inside and out and has a magnificent though small living 
room dominated by a floor-to-ceiling window looking out on their 
private water frontage. She relaxes much more in Minnesota than 
she does in Washington and loves swimming and water skiing. When 
the boys are puddling around barefooted in the mud, building a 
nest for their pet ducks, their mother, also barefooted in the mud, 
will be alongside them. On the other hand, she is no gamine, but a 
capable hostess. 

She completely landscaped the grounds and keeps the home filled 
with her own floral arrangements. And by and large the responsi- 
bilities of budget and maintenance are on her shoulders. 

The Humphrey family has always had a pet or two and presently 
has a canine called Lady, a blend of many ancestors, and a coal- 
black cat named Zorro. 

It is not easy to characterize Mrs. Humphrey. She certainly is not 
solely an unassuming and non-aggressive woman who sees herself 
as "just a homemaker ' she is these things, but that would imply 
that she is non-political. It would be a mistake to suppose that she 
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couldn't be expected to understand national politics and world 
affairs. She is somewhat unprofessional as far as politics are con- 
cerned but she has sometimes made as many as a score of appear- 
ances in one week, at "campaign coffees" in election years. In recent 
years she has taken an active part in campaigns, making speeches 
that are not oratorical or argumentative but more in the nature of 
greetings from the senator or from party headquarters. 

She is not a driving person who enjoys the limelight and doesn't 
yearn for higher status. She does not drive her husband but neither 
does she pull back to slow down his drive. There is no doubt that 
she stands behind her husband and her importance to his career 
cannot be minimized. 



PART II 



The City 



The time has arrived in America for the Demo- 
cratic party to get out of the shadows of States' 
Rights and walk f orthrightfy into the bright sun- 
shine of human rights. ... In these times of 
world economic, political and spiritual above all, 
spiritual crisis, we cannot, and we must not, turn 
from the paths so plainly before us." 

HUBERT H. HIJMPBBEY 



CHAPTER VI 



The School of Politics 



Senator Hubert Humphrey loves politics. He seems to look on the 
Senate as his home he certainly spends more time there than at 
home. But there may be a place he loves even more, according to 
some of his friendsand that is his university. 

When Humphrey first saw what a university was, he says, it 
opened his eyes to the whole world. He and his family had talked 
and read politics for years. But it was not until he got into the uni- 
versity that he realized how many books there were and that there 
were students and professors who were professionals at trying to 
understand government. 

So far as ideas are concerned, he says, "I had known there were 
such things as hamburgers, but I didn't realize there was T-bone 
steak." This metaphor seems to indicate that Humphrey was hungry 
for education, and no one should doubt it 

When the young Humphreys went to Minneapolis in 1937 so that 
Hubert could finish his university education, six years had elapsed 
since his abruptly terminated sophomore year. 

As a student, Hubert threw himself into every subject in the same 
way that he attacked everything else. When he looked over the cata- 
logue and saw all the courses he would like to take he put up a 
fight to carry twenty-one credit hours. The powers that be told him 
he should take only sixteen or eighteen. He insisted that he had the 
money just barelyand claimed that in his drugstore, if somebody 
wanted five bottles of aspirin and had the money, no one would 
think of saying they could only have three. College courses weren't 
like aspirin, replied the management, and Humphrey lost the 
argument. 

That didn't keep him from taking books out of the library and 
carrying them home in basketloads. His method of studying, then as 
now, was to throw himself on a subject, through the printed word 
through listening and talking to every person he met It may 
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not be true that Humphrey was born talking, but the writer will 
testify that persons from every period of his life will say that Hum- 
phrey was a great talker when the interviewee knew him. This is 
what Doland people thought This is what they thought in Huron 
and what they frequently said at the university. But at the university 
people could see that Humphrey's desire to be with a crowd, forever 
socializing and talking, was one way of seeking out new knowledge. 
His conversations were not (and are not today) monologues; even 
when he made a statement it was often really a means of asking a 
question. He must have been listening and reading some of the time; 
you don t get a Phi Beta Kappa key, as he did, simply by being the 
best talker at the Saturday night bull sessions. 

And it happens that the Humphreys' apartment became the storm 
center of what were surely some of the most remarkable and 
long-continuedconversations in the history of political science. 
These conversations with many of the same participantslasted for 
decades. 

No one really thinks political science is a science. No one seems 
quite sure what it is. It deals in literature and biography, sociology 
and psychology and history. Its leaders would like for it to be ob- 
jective sometimes like a science, but it can't quite get society into its 
test tube. 

Yet there is a subject catted political science, whatever that may 
be. And the people who study it--and teach it do produce a high 
proportion of people like the subject of the present book: men who 
are successful in politics. Some say this is something of a coincidence, 
They say what happens is that the boys who are going to be good 
politicians naturally gravitate to political science and what they 
learn there doesn't hurt them but doesn't really help them either. 
There's a school of thought that says politics is an art, and artists 
"aren't taught, they are born and teach themselves. 

In any case, the University of Minnesota had about the best school 
of political science in the country when Humphrey was studying for 
his B.A. Dr. William Anderson, now retired, was head of the depart- 
ment and nationally known. It would be impossible to calculate how 
much administration and legislation have been influenced by his 
students and their students. Another favorite teacher was Ben L*ip~ 
pincott, a professor with an active interest in history as it is made 
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day by day in the real world. These teachers, now elder statesmen, 
were the spiritual or intellectual godfathers of many men who have 
made recent history. Few teachers can count so many of their "boys" 
in the United States Senate. Besides Minnesota's Humphrey and 
Eugene McCarthy, a lad named Gale McGee became a senator from 
Colorado, and another young fellow, Wayne L, Morse, who was an 
assistant professor at the university from 1924 to 1928, is now a sena- 
tor from Oregon. Morse and Humphrey shared honors in 1959 when 
the University of Minnesota presented them with its highest honor- 
ary award, the Outstanding Achievement Award. 

A younger man on the faculty, also a well-known scholar and 
theoretician, was Professor Evron M. KMpatrick. Though he was 
about the same age as our young druggist from Huron, it is some- 
times said that Kirkpatrick "helped to invent Hubert Humphrey." 
His educational background and familiarity with history greatly im- 
pressed the young South Dakotan. Like many others in the political 
science orbit, Kirkpatrick had long had an interest in practical poli- 
tics. As things developed, he was able, alongside Humphrey, to study 
American politics from the inside to a degree few professors have 
ever surpassed. For many years a Humphrey adviser and campaign 
helper, KMpatrick is now executive director of the American Po- 
litical Science Association, which has offices in Washington. This 
leads him away from partisan politics . . . but not out of sight He is 
still in touch with Humphrey and is constantly consulted on cam- 
paign work. 

The political science professors and students who sat drinking root 
beer, eating popcorn, and talking on Saturday nights at the Hum- 
phreys* apartment were the nucleus of a group with whom Hum- 
phrey is still connected. 

One of the young students in this bunch was Orvifle L. Freeman} 
In some ways the future governor of Minnesota has been Hubert's 
closest personal and political companion. When Freeman showed up 
at the university he really had no interest in political science, but 
he and Hubert fell in together and Hubert more or less talked him 
into a political career. Unlike Humphrey's family, Freeman's took 
no interest in politics. Hubert was thin, Orville was a football player, 
and looked it. In temperament they are quite unlike each other. 
Their friends criticize Orville for being blunt and undiplomatic, they 
criticize Humphrey for trying to please everybody. They have been 
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told, "One would never pick you two to be buddies/* and they smile 
broadly. But they will talk the whole night through when they have 
the chance. In many ways they behave like close brothers. And that 
means they are "friendly" competitors; sometimes the competition 
becomes quite sharp. If they should ever split they would be angry 
like brothers! 

Orville is younger than Hubert, but because Huberts education 
was delayed they were in college together. Then Orville's political 
career was interrupted by military service. When he came home 
Humphrey, then mayor of Minneapolis, put him in charge of veter- 
ans' affairs, and in later years he has been campaign manager for 
Hubert. They have constantly advised each other on policy and tac- 
tics, and they still work together very closely in Minnesota political 
affairs. But Orville is now serving out his third term as governor and 
because of the nature of political structure and loyalties there is 
ordinarily some friction between the camp of a governor and the 
camp of a senator. To some extent this is true here. There are differ- 
ences between "Freeman followers" and "Humphrey followers," but 
by and large they have maintained a remarkable degree of closeness. 
This does not mean that Freeman is "Humphrey's man" in the state- 
house, as Orville or Hubert will be the first to tell you. 

Dr. William Kubicek, as a young man and a student, became a 
friend of the Humphreys in the early days. He and another medical 
research man, Frederic (Fritz) Kottke, argued and talked poli- 
tics with the political science bunch and shared their general outlook 
on civic affairs. Tft was geography," says Humphrey. "He lived next 
door. If Kubie had lived six blocks away there is no question he 
would have had a completely quiet life in the laboratory." Dr. 
Kubicek is still one of Freeman's closest political advisers and is in 
frequent touch with Humphrey. At this writing he is state secretary 
of the party, and so can be considered a professional. 

In the give-and-take of the weekly discussions and in the class- 
room Humphrey was learning a great deal of history and political 
theory. When he visited Rome a few years ago a friend who went 
with him to the ruins of the Roman Forum was really dazzled by 
Humphrey's discourse on the Roman Senate and the decline of the 
Roman Empire. Political scientists, of course, study their Plato and 
Aristotle, and students of oratory study their Cicero, even more mi- 
nutely than political commentators in Washington study their Lyn- 
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don Johnson, or their Robert Tafts. But it startled the friend, who 
had never had occasion to see Humphrey loosen up a little of his 
book learning, to hear Humphrey take off on Roman history, with 
some Greek comparisons. 

The more standard or old-fashioned type of professional politician 
is inclined to think there is something incorrigibly amateur about 
almost all of Humphrey's advisers. What other senator goes into 
laboratories for advice and pulls professors into the hurly-burly of 
campaigns? 

Certainly few university departments have had so many students 
and professors with such an active interest in politics. In Washington 
many senators and other figures have pipe lines to their old universi- 
ties or to universities that specialize in a subject with which they are 
concernedsuch as economics or foreign affairs. But there is some- 
thing about the political scientists (or the scientific politicians) who 
for many years have followed Humphrey that sets them apart. This 
group found ideas and dreams of power intoxicating. Thousands 
of voters have since then heard the echoes of those Saturday night 
sessions. 

Graduating in 1939, Phi Beta Kappa and magna cum laude, and 
with just a few dollars in his pocket, Hubert took off in the fall for a 
teaching fellowship at Louisiana State University at Baton Rouge, 
Eorkpatrick and others at the University of Minneapolis had helped 
him to get this job, which would enable him, if all went well, to get 
his masters degree. 

Louisiana politics at that time was a seething mass of corruption 
and comedy, following in the wake of the breakup of the Huey Long 
machine. Scores of Louisiana politicians had been indicted by parish 
grand juries, city grand juries, and federal grand juries. The latter 
were led by crusading O. John Rogge, then with the Department of 
Justice. 

The day Hubert arrived in Louisiana the state police had been 
called out to quell some labor trouble. He saw them at various points 
in the state capital with their motorcycles, helmets, and machine 
guns, trying to keep the lid on "threatened rioting* at an oil refinery 
in Baton Rouge. "I wondered if I were in the U.S.A. or in a Latin- 
American revolution," he says. The incident gave him occasion to 
think about fair play in labor strife. 
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The president of Louisiana State University, an appointee of the 
assassinated Huey Long, had recently tried to run away to Canada, 
been nabbed by the police and brought back, and was now "moving 
from the state university to the state penitentiary." Morale at the 
university wasn't high, but it was coining up because there seemed 
to be no place to go but up, after the regime of James Monroe Smith. 

In the political science department Humphrey found some first- 
class minds. Among them was Charles Hyneman, who had offered 
him the job and afterward took a personal interest in the lanky 
young man. It was some time later that Hyneman waa asked, "Didn't 
Hubert talk too much?" Hyneman replied, "Yes, but you have to 
remember he learns so much while he is talking." 

Muriel came down to join him and they quickly made friends 
there, as they have everywhere they ever lived. Hubert and another 
student were particularly attracted to each other. This was a young 
man whose father had been a senator and whose uncle was now 
governor of the state, a post he was to hold off and on for many 
years* This was Russell Long, son of Huey and the nephew of Gov- 
ernor Earl K. Long. As the son of a senator he would have had a 
certain attraction for Humphrey anyway. But Russell, who is quite a 
contrast to his late father, was something of the same kind of mixture 
of studiousness, pragmatism, and the common touch that Humphrey 
is. It is quite interesting that today both of them, coming from en- 
tirely different types of constituencies, are rated very highly by their 
fellow senators and by the capital press corps as capable, knowl- 
edgeable, and hard-working representatives of their states. For years 
they have been close neighbors and friends in Washington, 

When he was being examined on his master's thesis, written on 
"The Philosophy of the New Deal," Humphrey was thoroughly 
ribbed by Hyneman, Bob Harris, and another favorite professor, 
A. B. Daspit. Just as Kirkpatrick and Anderson and Lippincott had 
in Minnesota, Hyneman and Company in Louisiana felt that Hubert 
should go into politics. "If we let you go through with this master's 
thesis and thus certify the work you've done," said Hyneman, "you 
will be a great loss to politics. 

"If you get this degree, particularly with honors, you'll just go out 
and be a teacher and eventually you'll be a professor. Then youll 
teach other students, and political scientists will think you are a great 
scholar, but nothing will ever happen to you/' 
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For a couple of hours they rode Humphrey, sometimes pretending 
to be serious, to keep him on the anxious seat. "It is a moral duty 
to flunk you, Hubert/ 7 Hyneman would say. "I owe it to the voters 
up there in Minnesota, or South Dakota, or wherever you are dis- 
appearing to. You could amount to something in politics, but I don't 
know if you ever would be a good teacher. But if you get this de- 
gree in your hand you're just going to run away like all the rest of 
us and disappear into an ivory tower." 

They might also have been critical of the content of young Hu- 
bert's thesis. It was not really a comprehensive survey and distilla- 
tion of the rationale or philosophy of Roosevelt's domestic policy. It 
attempted to cover that water front but, as Humphrey will now con- 
fess if pushed, it amounted to the political philosophy of young Hu- 
bert Humphrey. Very likely that philosophy was identical with that 
of the more idealistic and liberal members of Roosevelt's entourage, 
but the point is that it was written from Humphrey's inside to the 
outside, and was a lyric or a sermon not a scholarly survey. 

Years later Henry A. Wallace, when he was friendly with Hum- 
phrey, read the thesis and autographed it facetiously, but with re- 
spect, "Dear Hubert, you get an A." 

Perhaps this would make a neater story if it were not necessary 
to add that only six years after he wrote this thesis Humphrey de- 
cided that Henry Wallace had gone off the rails and "become irre- 
sponsible." So the student of the New Deal eventually gave bad 
marks to the man who had once given him an A. He still feels Wal- 
lace personally is a fine man but that politically he was led astray. 

Since then Humphrey has changed somewhat in his social philoso- 
phy and would not subscribe 100 per cent to everything that he 
wrote in the thesis. However, it is of some interest to take a look and 
let the words of the young man speak for themselves. 

The main theme was that "the New Deal gave America a revitali- 
zation of democracy. The new administration opened its political ears 
to the multitudinous demands of the people." (Even in a formal 
thesis Humphrey's style was oratorical. ) 

"Prior to die New Deal . . . persons in places of responsibility . . . 
were disciples of the theory of 'what's good for business is good for 
you.'" Humphrey said that the political leaders of the twenties went 
further and adopted a complete laissez-faire attitude of "what's 
good for business is to let business do as it pleases." 
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The pre-depression trend was summarized thus: "Democratic 
processes were not functioning . . . government was listening to the 
voice of finance and industry: agriculture and labor dissipated their 
energies in dissension and political apathy/* This has been a keystone 
of Humphrey's view of the nation; he did not see anything wrong 
with our government but plain people had not mobilized (before 
the New Deal) to make it meet their needs. 

In his youthful view the American economy had been for a hun- 
dred years "essentially speculative" and the ideal had been to get 
rich "as quickly as possible." As Humphrey saw it the New Deal had 
sought to change this national ideal, "to preserve the capitalistic sys- 
tem, with no desire to destroy individual liberty, but rather to ad- 
just personal freedom with the social good." Young Humphrey's 
theory was that the New Deal was attempting to change America's 
outlook from pure individualism to individualism within a social 
framework. This ideal still means a great deal to him initiative he 
regards as one of the great qualities of any man; encouraging initia- 
tive he considers one of the prime characteristics of American 
society. 

Humphrey thought that Roosevelt had been trying to build up a 
system of checks and balances within the economic structure, but 
without direct control of industry, labor, and agriculture. 

He felt that the New Deal was seeking to establish further basic 
rights in addition to the traditional rights of personal liberty: political 
participation and self-government To his mind there was a whole 
series of new rights, primarily economic. Perhaps most of these 
would be accepted as part of the New Deal's goals by the authors 
of the New Deal. However, one must not forget the years of conver- 
sation between Humphrey and his father or the combination drug- 
store and town hall they managed. 

There is no doubt that Humphrey's father subscribed to these hu- 
man rights as Humphrey did when he listed them as basic concepts 
of the New Deal: 

(1) The "right to creative work, to profitable and useful em- 
ployment/' 

(2) The right to an adequate standard of living. 

(3) The right of collective bargaining . . . and the right of the 
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worker in a substantial share in management of the industry 
to which he has devoted his ... life. 

(4) The right to security against unemployment, accident, illness, 
old age. 

(5) The maintenance of health. 

(6) The right to leisure and its effective use. 

Humphrey placed the New Deal in the direct line of develop- 
ments from Jefferson through Jackson to Populism, Progressivism, 
and Wilson's "New Freedom/* 

He also made it quite clear that he believed the New Deal had 
not tried to manage or direct the American economy and that prob- 
ably we had a system "too complex and delicate" to be planned in all 
its details. He felt, as he thinks now, that government should regu- 
late excesses, set up checks and balances, and take a pragmatic ap- 
proach to help out here and slow down there, but that in the present 
state of knowledge of economics it is not possible to go very far to- 
ward managing and directing so complex an economic organism as 
the United States system. 

This was perhaps a distinguishing feature of his thesis. Another 
was his concept of the worker as having some kind of property right 
and some kind of human right in the management of his job and 
even of his industry. Another concept, which the New Deal did 
not emphasize as much as Humphrey did, was that of extending 
democracy and greater economic opportunity to international affairs. 
At that early date he was most insistent that our expanding democ- 
racy should give economic aid to other countries. And he specifically 
praised the reciprocal trade agreements developed by Cordell Hull 
as Secretary of State. 

Thus, at the age of twenty-nine, he was expressing in a reasonably 
mature and sophisticated way one of the dominant themes of his 
career, a note that he was to sound over and over again that Amer- 
ica's productive factories and farms should be developed in a demo- 
cratic fashion and her products used as a power for peace and 
security throughout the world. 

Humphrey has sometimes said that the real liberal New Deal pe- 
riod ended in 1938 and that America has not had a truly liberal out- 
look on domestic and world affairs since then. Many other liberals 
in 1940 and the war period shared this attitude and resented the 
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preoccupation with international affairs that had caused the glorious 
crusade of the New Deal to come to a halt In fact some outstanding 
liberals turned isolationist -because of a combination of attitudes: 
deploring war, wanting to keep out of Europe's quarrels, and want- 
ing to concentrate on domestic policy to further "economic democ- 
racy/* It is interesting to note that Humphrey never flirted with 
isolationism, just as he never flirted with Communism. We may as- 
sume he learned internationalism as he learned to polish bottles in 
Huron's Leading Drugstore. 

Certainly it was there that he learned another major concept 
which he attributed to the New Deal but which certainly came right 
out of the Humphrey family namely, that a human being has a 
"right" to the maintenance of health. In trying to determine what 
Humphrey meant by that we read in other speeches of his a general 
theme. He believes the economic and political system must not per- 
mit human beings to suffer from needless disease or malnutrition or 
medical deficiencies, which could be met by a proper organization 
of resources, including using all employable persons* talents in pro- 
ductive work. 

There is a firm moralistic tone in this thesis on the New Deal, as 
there is in many of Humphrey's major efforts to define his philoso- 
phy. No one who knows him, including opponents who have watched 
hfrn for years, doubts that he is sincerely religious. And there is no 
question that he considers it not merely wasteful to let a man be 
unemployed or a family be unnecessarily sick in a land of plenty; he 
considers this a sin. Similarly, he not only considers it shortsighted 
of the United States if it does not use its wealth to help under- 
privileged countries, he considers it wrong for America to be glutted 
with surpluses while other people are underfed or even starving. He 
believes the Founding Fathers at Philadelphia were enunciating 
moral principles, he believes F.D.R. did the same for his time, and 
he believes America should do so in actionfor the whole world to 
see today. 

In his own phrase of 1959, "Today the world does not need mas- 
sive retaliation, but massive doses of health, and food, and edu- 
cation." 
In a real sense, this is part of Humphrey's religion. 



CHAPTER VII 



Defeated and Famous 



What else might Hubert Humphrey have been? 

In his undergraduate days he had sometimes thought he might 
become an economist and he is still interested in the subject. At var- 
ious times he dreamed of being a lawyer and today when he speaks 
of the subject there is a note of regret in his voice. He says, "I really 
never knew how long I was going to be in school, but it didn't seem 
to me that I would ever be able to make it and get a law degree." 
He also thought of going into public relations or of being a radio 
commentator. 

Immediately after he got his master's from Louisiana State he re- 
turned to the University of Minnesota as an assistant instructor in 
political science. He applied to various places for various kinds of 
jobs, but always he was interested in politics. 

At one point he made out an application to the National Labor 
Relations Board. He also wrote once to Jonathan Daniels, afterward 
famous as a White House assistant, when Daniels was an assistant 
director for the Office of Civilian Defense. 

In his letter of application Humphrey said, "I am interested pri- 
marily in work dealing with public relations or community organiza- 
tion. A good deal of my experience centers around public speaking 
and organizational activities/* He also said that he had "considerable 
experience in the field of publicity and information services/' 

In 1941 he went to the WPA, first as a supervisor of teaching in 
the Workers Education Service and then as director of war produc- 
tion training and re-employment. It was in this job that he first had 
a chance to become acquainted with union labor. Next, in 1943, he 
went to the War Manpower Commission, of which he became as- 
sistant regional director. Many of the jobs for which he applied 
might have altered the course of his career. For example, a civil 
defense job might have led him away from Minneapolis and into 
the Washington bureaucracy. It was at this time that he studied 
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civil defense and he never throws anything away. He is still in- 
terested in the issues of civil defense and is one of the few American 
national leaders who takes it seriously. 

From 1933 until 1945 Hubert was getting his education and hold- 
ing a variety of jobs, but in retrospect it seems that all of them, like 
the interest in civil defense, contributed to his later career as a sena- 
tor. In particular he got administrative experience. 

The important political facts on the official record of this period 
are that he made his first try for political office-and was defeated 
for mayor of Minneapolis in 1943, and then came back to win in 1945. 

But not so visible, at least in retrospect, are the facts that dur- 
ing this period he really became the leader of Minnesota liberals 
and that he performed the astonishing feat of welding together 
Minnesota's two liberal parties the Farmer-Labor party and the 
Democrats. 

The circle of political scientists or scientific politicians was still 
buzzing. Humphrey says they sometimes played checkers, but it 
seems more likely that they always played political chess, with real 
and imaginary chessmen. The labor leaders whom Humphrey was 
meeting talked to him about taking specific steps toward politics, 
and the business and professional people who heard him speak told 
him he ought to think about a political career. 

Among Humphrey's friends at this time were Arthur J. Naftalin 
and Herb McClosky. They became part of the "bunch" and are still 
close to Humphrey. 

Naftalin is an expert in public administration and the author of 
many papers and textbooks in this field. He is currently commis- 
sioner of public administration for Governor Freeman. In his younger 
days, however, Naftalin was a past master of the general art of pub- 
licity, with a sort of specialty in campaigns. He knew exactly what 
parts of a Humphrey speech might make a headline that would do 
some good. He knew how to get into a newspaper office and "plant 
a story" by talking to newsmen or by leaving the right material in 
the typewriter of the right man. In his early campaigns Humphrey 
always enjoyed a remarkable degree of coverage even from news- 
papers that opposed him, thanks partly to Naftalin. Along with Kirk- 
patrick, Naftalin was alert very early to the problems posed for the 
liberal movement by the extreme left wing and the Communists. 
While Humphrey was awake to the realities, and knew that Com- 
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mimists existed alive in Minnesota he was always very slow to take 
action against people whom he had once thought of as friends, who 
might be unwitting fellow travelers. At one crucial point Naftalin 
told him, "Either you go ahead and make that statement you should 
make, or you can count me out 111 resign and go home." Humphrey 
believes that in politics "you always have to apply Band- Aids after 
the fight" and he thinks one should try everything else before resort- 
ing to a blunt factional fight. 

McClosky is a political scientist, currently a professor at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, who, unlike Naftalin and Humphrey, has never 
gone in for public office. But off and on through the years he has 
been an adviser and helped on political strategy. Humphrey says, 
"He is a pure idealist," and McClosky, like some others, is a living 
conscience who tries to see that Humphrey remains true to his basic 
idealism. 

Humphrey's "amateur advisers" urged him to try to run for mayor 
of Minneapolis. He had always thought his first step would be to 
run for Congress, but labor was interested in a new face (their peren- 
nial candidate always lost) and the "bunch" said he ought to make a 
try. They thought (erroneously) that he couldn't lose anything by 
it they didn't realize how much money could be spent. 

As with many such personal decisions, Humphrey hesitated a long 
time and kept going over all the angles. Finally, according to 
Kubicek, "I told him, Tor heaven's sake, Hubert, you've talked about 
it enough, why don't you do it?*" 

Hubert had waited until twenty days before the closing date to 
file for the primary. 

The next day, with only nineteen days left to campaign, Hum- 
phrey took ten dollars down to city hall and filed. 

The indecision over, his friends saw something different. It was 
like the spectacle of a duck that has been going up and down the 
shore line, looking at the waves and the sky, and then putting one 
foot gingerly into the drink. Finally this duck flapped his fledgling 
wings and waded in. 

He was a duck in water. 

As a campaigner Humphrey immediately and continuously star- 
tled even those who had always told him to go into politics. He did 
not do anything so radically different from other campaigners, he 
just did a lot more of it. 
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From the moment lie went into the primary he seemed to think 
that it was natural to be out putting leaflets in apartment house mail- 
boxes at one and two in the morning. 

He made about fifteen speeches a day and expected and inspired 
his associates and personal friends to keep pace. Professor Kirkpat- 
rick, Art Naftalin, and a little later Fred Kottke and Bill Kubicek, 
found they had become "night people." Long after Minneapolis had 
gone to bed they were still working. 

It was during this campaign that Humphrey picked up William 
Simms. Humphrey and Kirkpatrick had been going through city 
hall, and Humphrey had been greatly taken with the likable per- 
sonality of Simms, who worked in an office there. So he asked Simms 
to go to lunch the next day and then, surprisingly, asked him to 
act as campaign manager. Even more surprisingly, Simms resigned 
his job the next day. His boss let him do it but protested, "Bill, you're 
crazy, that young man hasn't a chance. When you are finished, 
you're going to be exhausted and broke and without any future." 

The boss was almost right. Simms was exhausted and broke when 
the campaign was over. But the future held some interesting pros- 
pects. For eleven years Simrns was Humphreys right-hand man; 
seven of those years were spent in the United States capital. 

Humphrey's issues were centered around reform, cleaning up the 
rackets, and enforcing Minneapolis liquor laws. He hammered some 
on civil rights but that did not become a major issue with him until 
the end of the war. 

Incumbent Mayor Marvin L. Kline had not, in retrospect, been 
outstanding but he had not been allied with a corrupt machine, and 
it was by no means easy to rake him over the coals. He was certainly 
not a bad mayor. Humphrey called him a "do-nothing mayor" but 
one adviser privately told the young campaigner that it would have 
been better for Humphrey if Kline had done morethen there might 
be something to criticize. 

The tyro politician got one real break. The campaign got extremely 
hot one afternoon when Humphrey thought the mayor intended to 
"smear* him by charging that he was associated with racketeers. 

Art Naftalin brought Humphrey an advance copy of a speech 
the mayor was to make, in which he planned to say, "Racketeers are 
in this campaign upon the side of my opponent, armed with vicious 
and diabolical schemes to discredit what I have done," 
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Humphrey countercharged that Kline's campaign had plunged 
into "the lowest depths" and he and Naf talin and Simms decided to 
call up the newspaper reporters and with them descended on the 
mayor's office. 

Humphrey was really hot under the collar and they swept by 
protesting receptionists to see the mayor, of whom Humphrey de- 
manded an immediate explanation of the racketeering charge. 

Kline said that he was being discredited, by being called "a do- 
nothing mayor," and that sinister interests were involved. He said 
there were Humphrey supporters that he might not know any- 
thing about, persons who didn't like what Kline had had to do to 
them. Humphrey continued to challenge him, demanding that he 
name one person he might have had in mind. Finally Kline named a 
man in the labor movement who had an unsavory reputation. Kline 
asked Humphrey if it weren't true that this man was to be chief of 
police if Humphrey got the office. At that, according to the news 
account in the Minneapolis Tribune, "Humphrey exploded/* He said 
he had never dreamed of such a thing. 

This was a stormy session, but between hostile exchanges, as they 
stood in front of the reporters and photographers, the two men kept 
giving each other embarrassed but sincere greetings of respect. The 
mayor would say, Til run my own campaign in my own way, you 
do the same/* They both insisted they wanted "a clean campaign." 
Then their normal middle-class good manners came to the fore, and 
they both began to feel a little ridiculous. 

In conclusion, after considerable dickering, they shook hands and 
smiled warmly toward the photographers. 

Many years later an associate of Humphrey's said, "He just has 
to like people and have them like him and that great march we 
made into Kline's office ended with this warm handshake and that 
was the picture that got into the newspapers." 

Other politicians have pointed out that if Kline had had any idea 
of making a big issue of Humphrey being allied with racketeers a 
rather fantastic idea in light of the record, before and after this day 
Kline didn't have much chance of painting Humphrey as a sinister 
villain after having greeted him and been photographed in a 
chummy pose with him. Thus Humphrey's instinct for shaking hands 
may after all have been the shrewdest political step he could take. 

The amateur campaigners put out only one piece of literature, 
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which in retrospect looks highly professional* Like many such pieces 
of literature, it breathes a general air of optimism that everything is 
going great "Voters Unite Behind Humphrey/* it declared. That was 
not an appealit was a sweeping claim designed to say some kind 
of tidal wave was already rolling. (And in Minnesota today the re- 
tort would be, "And it was rotting, brother, it was/' ) 
Printed in a newspaper format, the 'lead story" said: 

An inspired Minneapolis resounds to the challenging appeal of 
the new leaderl 

Up and down the avenues, in the homes, in the churches and 
in the business places, everyone is talking about Hubert H. Hum- 
phreycandidate for Mayor. 

Spread before the people of Minneapolis is a new vision a vi- 
sion of a city united in war and preparing for peace, for a peace 
that will see a greater Minneapolis, clean and prosperous and more 
beautiful. 

Columns of this rich and beautiful Chamber of Commerce vision 
proclaimed that young Hubert Humphrey was the man of progress 
and destiny for Minneapolis. One staccato paragraph said: 

"Bold. Fearless. Intelligent A man of vision. Again and again 
you've heard it You've heard it from the corner grocer, from your 
next-door neighbor, from your friends. Everywhere persons are 
using these words to describe your candidate for Mayor; Hubert 
H. Humphrey. 

The photographs showed him teaching and with his family at 
home at this time Nancy was four and Skipper a charming one- 
year-old. 

The caption read, "Campaigning is strenuous, but Humphrey still 
finds time for his reading and for his family" and that may not have 
been 110% true at campaign time! 

There was a photograph of him reading, however, to document 
this assertion, and the book was One World by Wendell Willkie; 
this has been cited as a typical Humphreyism. Of course even then 
he was very keen on a new outlook in foreign relations and he was 
and is a devout believer in "one world" . . . and like Willkie he can 
tell you specifically what he means by that But there is also some- 
thing in Humphrey that told him it wouldn't hurt him with inde- 
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pendent Republican voters if they saw a photograph of him reading 
Willkie's book Nor would it hurt him with the liberal and independ- 
ent voters either. 

There was also a note in this flyer to say that he had been a scout- 
master, that each Sunday morning he conducted an adult study class 
at the First Congregational Church, and each Sunday evening he 
taught at the Hennepin Avenue Methodist in a special church series 
called "The University of Life." It would seem that Humphrey and 
the "scientific politicians" around him had read their textbooks from 
Plato to Madison Avenue. 

Humphrey of course by this time needed no instruction in how to 
speak to an audience any audience. With the fervor of an evangelist 
he fought for clean government and for his own election and with 
the simplicity of the young he identified these two forces as identi- 
cal, no doubt about that 

Yet the end result was defeat Humphrey lost to Kline by 4900 
votes. 

Kirkpatrick was philosophical, but others of the campus king- 
makers were disillusioned for a time. It looked so dose, and yet it 
had almost seemed too easy. A week after election day it seemed 
like a crazy dream. Simms, like Humphrey, really had no job to re- 
turn to. He finally went into the sheriffs office as an investigator, 
where he got experience that was very valuable to Humphrey's ad- 
ministration two years later. 

Humphrey counts these frantic campaign days as one of the great- 
est learning periods of his life. He felt that he learned volumes about 
how the real bones of political organization are put together. Years 
later when a volunteer worker asked him how to build an organiza- 
tion he was stumped for a moment. **I dunno," he said. "J ust S e * 
around and meet people and get people involved." An academic 
associate who has struggled to define such concepts as "organization" 
and "leadership" thinks this is a profound intuitive statement. He 
also thinks Humphrey is a master at making people feel themselves 
committed to traveling in his direction. 

In 1943, however, it did not immediately appear to the undis- 
cerning that he was traveling anywhere. He had put up a whale of 
a fight. And he had lost. 

The defeat was really considered a victory and more than mere 
semantics was involved. Humphrey had entered the primary a few 
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days before the last date for filing. He liad come close enough to 
force a runoff and had lost that by only 4900 votes. It was perfectly 
clear to discerning people professionals and advanced amateur 
politicians in Minneapolis and to many in the rest of the state that 
he might have won that campaign if he had started sooner. It also 
seemed clear that this near miss could not be accounted for by any 
peculiar conditions, but that Humphrey came close mainly because 
he was a good campaigner. If this were so, it seemed obvious the 
young man could campaign successfully for other offices in other 
places. 

To Humphrey, however, the defeat was temporarily quite a 
crusher. In the first place, he had considered it only natural and 
appropriate to spend all the money he had plus all the money any- 
one would give him for the campaign treasury. His supporters and 
closest allies had gone along with him in putting in money or making 
commitments, when it appeared virtually certain that they would 
win. These young amateurs did not realize how the tremendous pres- 
sures of campaigning and the inner pressures of egotism combine to 
convince campaign workers that they have a good chance to win. 
When the contest is really close both sides become convinced they 
are going to win. Therefore they spend money they haven't got and 
borrow money that will be difficult to repay in the event of a defeat 
(so unlikely, in their view). 

The young Humphrey family found itself with a debt of thirteen 
hundred dollars. There was absolutely no organization to pay the 
bills for radio time and leaflets and placards and the like. 

During the next two years Humphrey worked at a variety of jobs. 
He was a professor of political science at Macalester College in St. 
Paul. He was a news commentator on radio station WTCNhe ap- 
peared on 152 programs and was paid for 25 of them. Part of the 
time he worked Sunday afternoons and evenings in a drugstore. In 
addition he managed the apartment building where he lived; his 
duties included mending broken plaster, repairing water pipes and 
electrical connections, and keeping the heating plant going. Mrs. 
Humphrey scoured the hallways. Working at these various jobs and 
still keeping up the habit of making speeches, picking up a few dol- 
lars here and there, he gradually whittled down the debt that had 
seemed insuperable. 

He assumed that he would soon be volunteering for service or 
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that lie would be drafted. Classified in 1940 as 3-A because of his 
small children, he was kter shifted to a-A because part of his job 
at Macalester College was to teach Air Force Reserve officers, and 
he was frozen in his job as an essential civilian. In the winter of 
1943 he requested release from the job in order to get in the navy; 
when it was granted in the spring of 1944 he applied for a navy 
commission. Turned down for physical reasons, he immediately tried 
to enlist but ran up against the navy's no-volunteer policy of that 
time. He was told to wait for his draft call. 

At the Democratic Farmer-Labor party convention of April 1944 
there was a surging demonstration to nominate Humphrey for gov- 
ernor. He declined the nomination, telling the convention: "I want 
to go in the armed services if I am acceptable. I want to be with 
those other young men and women in the armed forces, and you 
can't deny me that privilege," 

But Humphrey was never finally accepted for military service. The 
draft call came in the late summer and on September 6 he was at 
last classified i-A. At the head of his draft of men he proceeded to 
Fort Snelling, only to be informed after a few days that the local 
draft board had reclassified him a-A. Again he moved into the limbo 
reserved for those waiting for the call of Uncle Sam, and in mid- 
winter was again called up for induction. Back to Fort Snelling he 
went in February 1945, only to be confronted with the news that he 
had a hernia, as weU as calcification of the lungs from his childhood 
illness, and was thereby rejected. He was reclassified i-A limited. 

Humphrey has described how he argued with a colonel at Fort 
Snelling, trying to get into service, and how the colonel said that "he 
knew where to find me if he wanted me and that he didn't want to 
hear any more about it.** 

At one point newspaper photographers had caught Humphrey in 
the uniform supply office and taken pictures of him with a uniform 
over his arm. He had been through days of physical examination 
and was turned down the next day, the kind of sudden turn of fate 
that happened to millions of others in Selective Service. 

He blew at the time that he was missing one of the greatest ex- 
periences and duties of his generation, and this was dramatized viv- 
idly for him by his friend Orville Freeman, who went through plenty 
of tough experience in the South Pacific and became a Marine 
Corps hero. And of course he realized that, in addition to serving 
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Ms country, military service would be one more asset to his future 
political career. 

His lack of a military record has never appeared as a campaign 
topic. When a "hate sheet" once brought it up his friends and even 
political foes answered the smear by pointing out that he had tried 
several times to get in the service and that none of his deferments 
had been sought by him, 

As the years go by Humphrey feels steadily worse about missing 
military service and the experiences of the war. His friends think 
this helps to explain a number of things about him his staunch sup- 
port of veterans' legislation and his ingenious veterans' housing ideas 
in Minneapolis, as well as certain personal matters such as the deep 
feeling he has about Orville Freeman, 

Throughout 1943 and 1944 Humphrey continued to be active in 
politics, with one restriction. It was understood that while he was a 
professor at Macalester College he would not run for any office. That 
was a condition of his employment. 

Yet it was in these two years, after his defeat, that Humphrey 
emerged as the outstanding political leader of Minnesota. 

In this period he was campaign manager of the Democratic 
Farmer-Labor party of Minnesota, and he helped Roosevelt and Tru- 
man to carry the state by a margin of 54,000. This was a remarkable 
victory, all the more unusual when one considers the stormy struggles 
between the Democrats and the Farmer-Labor party in Minnesota 
and the still more stormy times that were to follow the merger that 
Humphrey engineered between the two parties. 

In some ways this is the most surprising part of the Humphrey 
story: how he came to be a successful party leader while the parties 
he worked for were out of office, as he was. He always got people 
involved. 



CHAPTER VIII 

Fusion the Future 



As Hubert Humphrey thought over what he had learned about 
practical politics in his unsuccessful mayoralty campaign, it became 
clear to him that he would have a political future only if he had a 
strong party as a base. For a score of months he devoted himself 
to the task of fusing the Democratic and Farmer-Labor parties into 
an effective unity. 

Any non-Republican had a tough problem in the state of Minne- 
sota, which during the thirties had seen the emergence of Floyd B, 
Olson and an extraordinary political group, the Farmer-Labor party. 

By and large people who were not Republicans in Minnesota be- 
longed to the Democratic party or the Farmer-Labor, but neither 
one of them was able to make much headway in the early forties. 

In the first place the state was "normally Republican." For ex- 
ample, a Democratic senator had never been elected by popular vote 
from Minnesota. 

Floyd Olson, a drajnatic speaker and an unusual political figure, 
had appeared in the thirties as a great mobilizer of social protest 
and had for a tune persuaded farmers and union labor to get along 
together. There was a day when Floyd Olson appeared on the na- 
tional horizon as something of a radical Huey Long, a person who 
might realize the extreme left-wingers* old dream of a political force 
that could combine the diffident elements of both farmer and labor 
groups. He had made the Farmer-Labor party into a successful 
movement. But it did not appear to have a great future and the 
Republican party had lately shown signs of a new vitality. 

An influential citizen of Minneapolis, Gideon Seymour, vice- 
president and executive editor of the Minneapolis Star and Tribune, 
said some years later that he had talked to Humphrey and made 
him a specific proposition at the time of his first mayoralty cam- 
paign. Seymour believed that such men as Governor Harold Stassen 
were making the Republican party into a truly progressive and 
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militant group. Seymour told Humphrey in so many words that if 
he should get to be mayor or should run for further political office 
the Minneapolis Star and Tribune would give him strong support 
if he could eventually decide to become affiliated with the Repub- 
lican party. 

This was not a "deal" in which an attempt was made to pressure 
or swap horses with Humphrey. It was something the honorable 
Seymour freely talked about later. He wanted to know if Humphrey 
was a Republican or thinking of becoming one, because he looked 
like a man with a future. Seymour wanted to persuade bright young 
people to get into the Republican party and change it into a some- 
what more liberal group. Humphrey had replied that he would have 
to think the proposition over a little, although he didn't really see 
how he could consider it "It would break my father's heart if I 
turned Republican/* Humphrey also had dreams of building a new 
party with a more forward look. He was startled that such tempting 
liberal talk should come from the other camp. His brain also told 
him to think it over carefully. The cards were rather stacked against 
Democrats in Minnesota, so it is not strange that he gave serious 
consideration to what the backing of the most powerful and influen- 
tial people in Minnesota could mean. However, his heart never con- 
sidered the idea and it did not reaUy miss a beat-as Dad Humphrey 
could have predicted. Seymour asked him, "Are you going to go the 
way of Harold Stassen? Or are you going to follow in the path of 
Floyd Olson?* Humphrey replied that there were other alternatives 
besides those two. As it has turned out, he has not modeled his career 
on either one. But he said that, to answer the question, they could 
consider that he had to go in the footsteps of Floyd Olson. 

In 1945 the Star and Tribune gave heavy support to Humphrey, 
and in 1947 they supported him for re-election, even though they 
knew the man they were building up was almost certain to be a 
senatorial candidate in 1948 or later. Fellow Republicans made it 
hard on Gideon Seymour but the Star and Tribune still went down 
the line for Humphrey. Thus to some extent he had his cake and 
ate it, too, so far as this particular support was concerned. 

Was this luck? Or was it the natural capability of Humphrey 
and the fairness of Seymourand luck? 

Many of Humphrey's best qualities were to be needed in the 
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months immediately ahead and, looking back, one can now see 
good and bad luck intermingled in a crazy pattern. 

In these years Humphrey had some advantage in the feet that he 
had not been identified by embittered partisans as belonging to 
either the Republican, Democratic, or Farmer-Labor factions. Yet 
he also had tremendous disadvantages. He had not lived very long 
in Minnesota, he had not proved himself to be a winning vote-getter, 
he had no real party experience with either side, and he had no 
influential power group behind hfny 

In view of these things, Democratic and Farmer-Labor leaders in 
Minnesota are probably right when they say that one of Humphrey's 
greatest political coups was brought off at the start of his career when 
he succeeded in achieving a successful fusion. 

He was working for an arrangement that looks quite simple to 
those in politics but certainly looks complicated to a non-political 
mind. We might add that it may be simple in principle and still be 
difficult to execute. 

Humphrey wanted to convince both parties that they would be 
good for each other and he had to educate them so that this would 
in fact be the case. The people, you might say, were not in love, they 
had to be brought together, educated to their responsibilities, and 
it was hoped that they would grow fond of each other. The marriage 
broker would be forever damned by all if it turned out they were 
not yet ready to make a go of marriage. 

This is a simple way to describe the "fusion" of the two minority 
parties in Minnesota. In this "marriage 9 * there was also a rich and 
powerful father of the bride. 

The Democratic National Committee might be described as the 
distant father, rich in money and influence, who did not wish to see 
his Minnesota offspring tied up irrevocably and disastrously with the 
nationally unknown quantity of the Farmer-Labor party. The latter 
was then seemingly incapable of winning major elections, although 
it had thousands of loyal partisans. As will be seen later, there were 
many reasons why one might be leery of the FL party leadership; 
but at the time the main one seemed to be that since the death of 
its great leader, Floyd Olson, it had not seemed to have the vitality 
to grow. 

To the national Democratic leadership, it seemed to be one of 



9O THIS IS HUMPHREY 

those sporadic developments that reflected, like Populism or Progres- 
sivism or the more recent Non-Partisan League of the north central 
country, a restlessness that could protest eloquently but could not 
quite achieve true political power. 

Perhaps at this time (the middle of the war) the Democrats and 
the Farmer-Laborites did not have major policy differences, but they 
had had some in the past. There were many feuds and factions in 
small towns, there was a history on both sides of warm and living 
dislike of each other. The national Democratic leaders would have 
liked to see these two small groups of voters get together, but on the 
other hand they did not look forward to the tedious job of bringing 
about this fusion. They rather had the idea that Minnesota was go- 
ing to be hopeless until the hatreds died out as the old partisans 
aged and died off. 

Humphrey, as the great hope of progressive-minded Minnesotans, 
began to think of a set of events that might work. Both parties had 
to be given real hope that together they could win. They both 
needed to be better organized, to be "beefed up." They had to be 
brought to like each other a little better, to be less suspicious, to 
venture a little, and give a little. And at the right time they had to 
feel that they could get real support without selling out by accept- 
ing identification with the national Democrats. This courtship, as it 
turned out, was arranged with Humphrey as the liaison man but 
it took 250 meetings or morel 

Humphrey knew he would have to sell the national headquarters 
on the idea that something new was stirring in Minnesota. They were 
not eager to send in reserves if the two splintered parties could not 
turn out a good vote for Roosevelt and the national ticket in 1944. 

In 1943, Humphrey made his second trip to Washington staying 
again with Uncle Harry where he hoped to see Postmaster General 
Frank C. Walker, who was the Democratic party chairman. 

His account of this visit has always amused his friends and family. 
Once again he was traveling on a shoestring. He had written Walker 
a letter in longhand outlining his plans for the political marriage, 

He could stay only three or four days, and he had no luck at all 
in seeing any important official at party headquarters, much less the 
Postmaster General and party chairman, 

Humphrey fumed as various "decrepit-looking" people went in to 
see high officials, while he cooled his heels in a reception room. All 
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this was happening despite the fact that he had sent various letters 
of introduction to Washington. He had also gone to the trouble of 
having one sent by his father's friend, John J. Exon, state chairman 
for South Dakota. 

At one point Humphrey exploded to a minor functionary who 
shall be nameless though still remembered, "Why, you folks here 
are taking care of all the old folks and the lame and the haltbut 
you ought to get wise to what's happening out in Minneapolis we 
came within five thousand votes of the mayorship of the fourteenth 
largest city in the country!** 

There is no use classing this as an Exclamation We Doubt Ever 
Got Exclaimed Humphrey still has the breath to toss this off. He 
was and is angry that he did not get invited through the gates when 
he presented himself. 

On his last day in Washington he tried again to break the tele- 
phone barrier and then gave up and reverted to being a tourist. 
After lunch, while he waited for a five o'clock bus, he went to the 
Willard Hotel to watch the high and mighty folks walk by. He de- 
cided he might spend fifty cents on a drink and went into a cocktail 
lounge, where he decided to call an old friend of the Humphrey 
family, Mr. Cecil Howes, formerly of South Dakota. He merely in- 
tended to say hello. 

Howes was glad to hear from him and after catching up on the 
gossip asked him what brought him to Washington. When he heard 
about the great mayoralty race, the hopes for fusion, et cetera, 
Howes said, "Stay right there, Hubert, 111 be right down." 

Howes had formerly been an assistant postmaster general and he 
knew how to get through the phone barrier. 

He telephoned Frank Walker. "A half hour after he joined me at 
the Willard a big black Cadillac drew up at the front door, and it 
took both of us away, to a building where we met Mr. Walker." 

Then Humphrey was scared. He stuttered a little as he tried to 
outline the hopes he had for Minnesota to become a stronghold of 
the Democratic party. Walker buzzed for secretaries, who located 
the longhand letter, and they went over Humphrey's estimate of the 
situation. 

Humphrey was thirty-two years old and had been in practical pol- 
itics less than six months. Does he now think he was rather brash 
to imagine that after many veterans had tried and failed to get these 
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parties together he had a good deal of nerve to go to Washington 
and explain things to the Democrats' number i pro? 

"It was a lot of nerve for a young man/* Humphrey says today. 

But he got the support of Walker and, as it turned out, Humphrey 
had the solution. Fusion worked. 

Walker and others took an interest in Minnesotaand also in 
Humphrey, Through months of negotiations, Humphrey met the 
people who had or would have political interests in the state. 

He went to the national convention in 1944, with a fused party be- 
hind him, and he managed the state campaign for F.D.R. and Tru- 
man. It was a successful campaign and his star was on the rise. 

Thus he had become known, throughout the state and in a real 
way in national circles as an articulate young man who could some- 
times find solutions to difficult political problems. The fusion of these 
two parties was one of the great steps in his career, and took some- 
what different talents than the civil rights speech only four years 
in the future that was to appear so divisive, Humphrey s first step 
in national politics, on the contrary, had been to take a splintered 
set of people and weld them together. It remains a political feat that 
demonstrated not only his ingenuity but his capacity for negotiation 
and hard work. 

In 1945 Humphrey again ran for mayor and again his opponent 
was Marvin Kline. 

What future did he have at that time? In retrospect it's easy to 
be philosophical. It is much easier now to say that he was certain 
to win this time than it was to say it then. Conceivably he could 
have become not an unknown but a lecturer and radio commenta- 
tor, perhaps, He might well have decided politics was too expensive 
fox amateurs. 

The fact was that being mayor of Minneapolis was not altogether 
the best possible road to an important political future. Like most 
political hopefuls, Humphrey had thought first of the state legisla- 
ture or Congress, and then perhaps a run for governor. Being a non- 
partisan mayor might be quite an achievement, but a political figure, 
like a businessman, always has to think of what he will do next year 
to meet and overcome the competition. Being mayor of Minneapolis 
did not necessarily lead to anything else. So the young man had a 
problem there if he won, what would he win? 
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He won by the greatest majority in Minneapolis history, l>y a mar- 
gin of 31,114 votes. 

In that second campaign he made a good deal of the issue of civil 
rights and was warmly praised for Ms stand in educational and re- 
ligious circles and the press. The Minneapolis Tribune said, "He is 
the type of honest fighting liberal on whom the future of democratic 
government depends * . . evidence of his trae democratic beliefs was 
seen again the past week in his savage attack on the conditions 
which breed the scandalous anti-semitism which has come into the 
open in Minneapolis.** 

Humphrey had said in his opening radio speech, 'This tragic 
display of racial intolerance requires more than the superficial treat- 
ment of additional police ... it requires a unified community pro- 
gram based upon recognition of the true ideals of democracy, 
wherein every person is accepted as a human being with dignity 
and worth, regardless of race, creed or color/' 

Then for the first time in many years of political discussion his 
conversations were not about "what they should do" but about what 
could be done. 

Getting things done was up to Humphrey and Company. If he 
could succeed he was going to cross another line between the world 
of discussing and the world of doing. 



CHAPTER IX 



Mayor of the 

Largest City 



As lie went into his first elective job Hubert Humphrey was thirty- 
four years old, he had been away from Huron seven years, he had 
been married eight years, and he had three children. It had been 
two years since he entered real politics. 

The Roosevelt era was ending, the Truman years beginning. Most 
people expected Truman's first presidential election to retire him. It 
was just a matter of time. The United Nations was capturing the 
world's imagination as the only hope against the potential atomic de- 
struction that the average man could hardly understand. "Isolation- 
ists* still had enormous political influence, although the name itself 
had just about disappeared. Winston Churchill was shortly to make 
a speech about the Iron Curtain, and perhaps most literate people 
of good will would think he was too militant against the Russians. 
Men continued to come home from the Pacific and people idly won- 
dered when General MacArthur would come home. 

The hot political topics, however, were price and rent control, 
housing, demobilization, and rebuilding of civilian industry. 

As the young mayor settled into his job, his friends were surprised 
at his diplomatic and conciliatory ability. His main administrative 
device was the use of advisory commissions to study problems and 
provide leadership. 

Observers of Humphrey's terms as mayor nearly always empha- 
size three things: law enforcement, labor relations, and civil rights 
legislation. 

It is rather difficult for present-day observers in Washington to 

realize that young Mayor Humphrey was in his own city almost as 

much of a racket buster as "Mr. D.A." in New York-Thomas E. 

Dewey. 

But the Humphrey record is more involved, for even in law en- 
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orcement the mayor of Minneapolis is not given as much authority 
as most mayors. Even when dealing with the chief of police, enforc- 
ing liquor-sale closing hours, or cleaning up corruption among the 
city police, the new mayor had to use not only powers of decision but 
integrity and stubbornness. He had to use persuasion not merely on 
the public but on the much tougher audiences of councilmen, de- 
partment heads, and various committees,, some of which he himself 
had set up. Too many of the decisions ordinarily made by a mayor 
are in the hands of the council in Minneapolis. 

Although the police picture perhaps demanded less of his negoti- 
ating abilities, the mayor's anti-discriminatory legislation and hu- 
man rights program required exceptional abilities in this line. And 
there were more than twenty-five major strikes in Minneapolis dur- 
ing Humphrey's three and a half years as mayor. As the economy 
was upset at the end of the war and returning servicemen came 
back to their old jobs, there were many strikes throughout the coun- 
try. Humphrey frequently took the lead in his bailiwick in bringing 
the disputing parties together and working out the details of settle- 
ment. He was good at inventing face-saving devices to help both 
sides come down to "normal." 

Humphrey's friends were accustomed to seeing him "charm the 
birds out of the trees,** so far as mass audiences were concerned. 
They had also seen him center in on one person at a luncheon or 
party caucus and overwhelm him with personality and logic and the 
sheer endless flow of facts and ideas. This was still quite a different 
thing from the give-and-take and the judgment of personalities that 
one has to have when dealing with a committee of independent 
minds. There were formidable personalities on the city council, peo- 
ple who had strong preconceptions and honest uncertainties as to 
what really was the right course to follow. They would not have 
been human if some had not also been to some degree jealous of a 
young man who was becoming well known and was obviously being 
groomed for higher things than discussion with a city council In this 
sort of business Humphrey began to find himself and he applied his 
arts of persuasion in new ways, always reserving the right ultimately 
to appeal to the people. He had learned a lot about negotiation in 
the fusion process. He was also distinctly Rooseveltian in the way 
he let people understand that he loved his job and meant to know 
everything about it and that, despite his youth, he felt a fatherly 
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feeling toward any human being and any organization in Minneap- 
olis, In Ms own family Humphrey is a dominant and rather strict 
father within the limits of the time he spends at home. 

Mayor Humphrey tapped an important source of strength and 
ideas by creating a whole galaxy of "Mayor's Citizens' Committees" 
cross sections of the non-governmental citizenry of the city to 
give KJTTI advice and counsel on such critical problems as housing, 
youth problems, and job discrimination. 

The people who were close to him as mayor, some of whom have 
been able to observe him through the years since, were not surprised 
when an older Humphrey was sent as a delegate to the United Na- 
tions and favorable word came back from the marble corridors, re- 
ceptions, and plenary sessions. It was not new to them, as it was to 
many in Washington, that in the U.N. Humphrey earned a reputa- 
tion for having an understanding ear and a discreet voice, and for 
being an effective diplomat among people of many nations. On the 
surface these qualities are not so evident as Humphrey's settlement 
of a labor fight or the overwhelming of the city council in Minneap- 
olis, But they were all similar tasks: to bring several different and 
opposing points of view into harmonious order, at least harmonious 
enough so that it was possible to get on with the program. It is the 
highest political art to do this without explicit authority, to do it by 
understanding people and situations. 

In the realm of labor conciliation it might have been thought that 
Humphrey would merely take the role of champion of organized 
labor. Labor played a key part in launching the Humphrey career. 
In fact as one traces the story it would appear that union interest 
in Humphrey was one of the vital ingredients in his successful 
launching, just as surely as marrying Muriel Buck and leaving Huron 
were steps on the road to getting a real education. Yet for various 
reasons Humphrey has always maintained a certain separateness 
from the unions* domination. To this day he remains in close weekly 
or daily touch with the interests of Minnesota unions (and of course 
does the same with farm groups as might be expected of a man 
wearing the party label of Farmer-Labor ). But by separateness is 
meant a certain distance that in the case of labor says in effect, "I 
am a United States senator and belong to no one particular section 
of the community," and in the case of Minneapolis seemed to say 
back in 1945, "I am the non-partisan mayor of Minneapolis, who 
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must try to do my best for the whole city and for a fair settlement of 
all matters that come to my desk." 

Liberals were sometimes critical and businessmen were sometimes 
startled at Humphrey's manners and ideas as expressed in such con- 
ciliation. But he had certain feelings and principles about govern- 
ment and the good of the community for which he would fight to 
the last ditch. Businessmen were reassured when they saw him talk- 
ing bluntly in labor's own language to labor leaders. One story in 
particular, involving a city strike in the hospitals, was told and retold 
in Minneapolis. Humphrey called in the AFL officials involved and 
said that he just wouldn't tolerate a strike involving hospitals; he said 
it would be entirely different if they were striking a candy factory 
or a brewery. We do not know whether at that time he had ever 
read of Calvin Coolidge's stand in the Boston police strike, which 
CooKdge summed up by saying, 'There is no right to strike against 
the public safety at any tune." But apparently Humphrey came close 
to the same feeling as part of his personal creed; he told the unions 
he would fight them publicly just as hard as he could, unless a com- 
promise were found. The strike never came off. 

Minnesota had a stormy labor history and the use of the injunction 
had been common in the period immediately preceding the era of 
Governors Olson and Stassen and Mayor Hubert Humphrey. Ini- 
tially, Humphrey earned the respect of Minneapolis labor leaders 
because he never used the police to break a strike. Today this doesn't 
seem remarkably enlightened or humanitarian, but the opposite pol- 
icy was taken for granted in the forties. N 

Humphrey himself believes that in negotiation and bargaining he 
found his real talents and that these were his greatest areas of learn- 
ing as an administrator. He preferred to get things done through 
negotiation and conciliation rather than through rigid decisions or 
frontal attacks with tomtoms of publicity and outpourings of elo- 
quence against the opposition. At this point in Humphrey's career 
he began to understand the realities of American politics as dis- 
tinguished from the debater's dream of "the forces of evil" being 
overcome by the golden voices of prophets of the people. Bryan 
believed in many devils and villains, and to some extent preached 
hate. This is the great difference between the Western "Cross of 
Gold" orator andl tite new "sunshine of human rigKts" orator. 

There is in American politics a definite place for voices of protest, 
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but when Humphrey became mayor he moved from the role of critic 
into that of the man who is responsiblo-and who himself would be 
the subject of criticism. When he became mayor he knew he was 
on the hot dime, as the saying goes, and if he had criticism to make 
-and he bad-it was up to him to put his suggestions into actions. 
He began to sense, through all the antennae he had developed as a 
sensitive politician, that the American public fundamentally prefers 
constructive criticism. Humphrey, even while a young mayor, be- 
gan to see how things could be done by compromise and concilia- 
tion, through middle-of-the-road policies, and seldom through rigid 
programs conceived by social theorists and executed by efficient ad- 
ministrators. 

In any case he tried to learn about the practical matters of running 
a city. Here his instinct for wanting to be liked and his talent for 
making people like him, developed an eloquent negotiator where 
there had appeared to be only an eloquent voice. He understood 
instinctively the pleasures and principles of dissent, but now he be- 
gan to understand the principles and pleasures of decision, the sat- 
isfactions of responsibility. 

In his first month as mayor Humphrey wrote his uncle John: 

No doubt you have wondered why anyone would want to get 
into political life. There have been times when I had my doubts 
as to the worthwhileness of the whole matter. I must confess, how- 
ever, that to me, public life and political activities are the very 
essence of a full life. I think that I thrive on it I know that I en- 
joy it. To be Mayor of Minneapolis surely is not the highest ac- 
complishment that one could desire but I do feel that it is a first 
step and if successfully handled can lead to greater and better ac- 
complishments. I have been very busy this first month I have been 
in office. At times I feel completely inadequate to the responsibili- 
ties and then again I know that others have been able to do a 
creditable job, so it is within the realm of possibility to make a 
name for oneself as Mayor. 

This certainly shows that Humphrey was looking to the future but 
it can hardly be considered un-American to write to an uncle about 
making "a name for oneself.** 

In those days the young mayor never knew what would come to 
his desk next 
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His diplomatic abilities were most severely tested in dealing with 
the famous Sister Elizabeth Kenny, who tad attracted world-wide 
attention with revolutionary methods of treating polio. In 1946 Min- 
neapolis was sorely hit by a polio epidemic more than two thousand 
cases in a few months. Sister Kenny was the idol of many magazine 
articles and was a dedicated woman with original and sympathetic 
methods of treating the ill. But she was also a stubborn and difficult 
person, often unwilling to listen to conventional but nonetheless cor- 
rect medical diagnoses. Her sympathizers had built up bitter antago- 
nism between themselves and the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis. 

It took courage to stand up to Sister Kenny at any point, but the 
mayor did his best with the Kenny temperament. Once in his office 
she presented him with an ultimatum: if a certain situation was not 
immediately changed she would straightway return to her home in 
Australia, 

Humphrey was brisk but smiling. "Very well, Sister. If you've 
made up your mind 111 help with the travel arrangements* . . , 
When do you plan to leave?" 

On other occasions he said it with flowers; Sister Kenny long re- 
membered her arrival at Minneapolis airport one day to find that 
Humphrey had sent her roses. Eventually she softened under the 
Humphrey treatment. 

Many cases were coming into the city from other parts of the state 
and the mayor finally obtained from the White House permission 
to use army barracks at Fort Snelling as a hospital. 

One day Sister Kenny demanded that several patients who had 
been moved to Fort Snelling without her permission should be re- 
turned immediately. 

Humphrey gave up the slick and honeyed approach at that par- 
ticular point and said, "Look, those patients are going to stay right 
where they are. We're running a hospital for these people, not a bus 
service/' 

Eventually Humphrey secured a Minnesota Polio Research Com- 
mission, which was to make an elaborate study of the disease at the 
University of Minnesota, financed by the National Foundation, yet 
for years Humphrey and Sister Kenny maintained a cordial if plain- 
spoken relationship. 



100 THIS IS HUMPHKEY 

A firm stand for "law and order" became the keystone of Ms first 
wide reputation, 

Minneapolis and St Paul once had the reputation of being the 
best stopover for criminals and racketeers between Chicago and the 
West Coast Attorney General Homer Cummings had once de- 
nounced the Twin Cities as centers of crime. la fact it was legend 
that in neighboring St Paul police winked their eyes or looked the 
ofliar way at the arrival of known criminals in their community so 
long as they merely used St Paul as a hideaway place. If fugitives 
became too obstreperous they would be picked up, but otherwise it 
was said to be an asylum for lamisters. 

Between 1934 and 1945 three scandal sheet editors, perhaps flirt- 
ing with blackmail, and two labor leaders had been shot and killed 
on Minneapolis streets and yet there had not been a single con- 
viction. 

As a candidate Humphrey had served warning that he was going 
to lack the daylights out of the rackets in this town." 

To help him in this job he started a law-enforcement committee, 
similar to other committees he was creating, and he was successful 
m getting Bradshaw Mintener, a flour mill executive, as chairman. 
The latter agreed to serve only on condition that Humphrey appoint 
an FBI-trained mw as police chief. The man Humphrey got be- 
came (Hie of his greatest assets and one of the keystones of his 
administration---Ed Ryan. At this writing Ryan is now sheriff of 
Hennepin Countythe Minneapolis area. 

However, while Humphrey was deciding on Ryan, organized labor 
in Minneapolis had another man they wanted appointed. This was 
one of his toughest early decisions, but Humphrey felt he had to pre- 
serve some independence from his labor backing, and he was intent 
upon a cleanup and effective action against the joints that were giv- 
ing downtown Minneapolis a raffish and raucous atmosphere as well 
as breeding crime. 

Such appointments as that of police chief had to be cleared 
through the city council and the labor bloc opposed the Ryan ap- 
pointment, but he finally won through. On several other occasions 
the mayor refused to go along with powerful labor groups. Some- 
times he had to tell them, *T am my own boss, I cannot be tied to 
anybody's apron strings." Later he worked hard to get a new city 
charter which in his opinion would have cleaned up and strength- 
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ened the city government. The labor leaders bitterly opposed these 
reform proposals. 

With Ed Ryan at his side, Humphrey made it clear that he meant 
to enforce the law and build a public sentiment that would go be- 
yond mere enforcement to create positive public support of decent 
administration. The first order of business was to close down after* 
hours clubs and make clear to certain favored liquor stores that no 
stores could be opened except at the specified times. It is still re- 
membered by those in the liquor business, however, that Humphrey 
was not vindictive or "holy** merely firm. He gave each establish- 
ment two warnings on minor infractions of the liquor laws, sending a 
police officer or a letter to say that there might be some misunder- 
standing but that if there were a third incident final action would 
be taken. 

Besides Ryan, Humphrey also gives credit to his Morals Squad 
chief, Eugene Bernath, who later was Chief of Detectives. 

Humphrey says now that the most surprising opposition to such 
a cleanup is not that of the owners of the joints or the racketeers but 
the critics on the side lines and dose friends and upstanding citizens 
who are cynical and say that laws can't be enforced. 

The sophisticated laughed when the new police chief ordered cer- 
tain unsavory joints to dose. However, Ryan and Humphrey had the 
last laugh. 

The young mayor also made a tremendous noise about housing 
and also got things done about it He had a housing committee and 
he dramatized the fact that seven thousand families in Minneapolis 
needed better homes. And he was doing what he could about the 
city's flighted areas.** He sought to dramatize the approach to these 
problems by such actions as having a city planning commission make 
a city-wide tour of the "most blighted areas" and listing those that 
would receive first consideration. 

He insisted that Minneapolis needed twenty-five thousand new 
dwelling units and that if the health laws were strictly enforced ten 
thousand persons would be forced out on the street overnight. A most 
conservative group called the Minneapolis Property Owners Associa- 
tion tried to establish the point that twenty-two hundred dwelling 
units were vacant because landlords were on a landlords* strike 
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against OPA ceilings, Humphrey said he just didn't believe there 
was any such, strike. 

He thought price controls were a nuisance but that it was better 
to have them than inflation. You may have to take "a bushel-basket 
of forms to the OPA office" but that is better "than having to take 
a bushel-basket full of money to the grocery store if inflation gets 
out of control.** 

Generally speaking, he got excellent editorial support for his bat- 
tles on law enforcement, housing, and urban blight 

Humphrey has always shown great inventiveness. With his en- 
thusiasm he was able to improvise and do many things that people 
said couldn't be done through ordinary channels and therefore 
couldn't be done at all. 

The federal government was offering trailers for emergency hous- 
ing but the flabby city government had no funds or agency to handle 
them. Humphrey has said, *TThe mayor's office took over. . . . We 
formed a private non-profit organization and 'panhandled* $56,000 
to finance the enterprise." Soon the project housed five hundred per- 
sons and the borrowed money was paid back 

Later seven hundred additional housing units were made available 
by the government and $150,000 worth of bonds were issued to 
handle the project Then the mayor got the city council to issue 
$2,000,000 worth of bonds for more housing. 

He also dreamed up the "shelter a vet" campaign. He appealed 
to the general public and put the full force of publicity behind the 
idea that there should be living space in private homes for veterans 
getting out of the army and turned up twenty-three hundred livable 
units for returned soldiers. When his good friend Orville Freeman 
eventually came home from the wars he had been badly wounded 
and decorated for exceptional braveryHumphrey put him in 
charge of veterans* affairs. 

Since Humphrey had once expected to be in the service himself 
but had been barred from it, he felt specially obliged to see that 
men his age who had gone into service were treated fairly by their 
nation as they came home. 

Law enforcement, housing, and urban blight were of course not 
Humphrey's only interests as mayor. 
He set up the first food conservation plan in the country, which 
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was a model for other cities. He donated space in Ms office for 
CARE and was the leader in local drives to send food to Europe. 
He set up a youth welfare commission and studied the problems of 
juvenile delinquency. He also set up health advisory, smoke abate- 
ment, and traffic advisory committees. 

He was always insistent that political independents and Repub- 
licans should be brought in to help out on city programs. The chair- 
men of the law enforcement and human relations committees, per- 
haps his two most important, were both Republican. While his term 
as mayor promoted his political fortunes, he has not been seriously 
accused of running anything but a non-partisan administration. In 
fact many Republicans might have liked to claim him. However, it 
can certainly be said that his activities prepared the way for his 
future political career. 

Another problem Mayor Humphrey attacked with energy was ra- 
cial and religious discrimination. 

Many people think of Minnesota as a land of wide-open spaces 
and openhearted people, mostly apple-cheeked blond Anglo-Saxons, 
democratic through and through. . . , 

As a matter of fact Minnesota and Minneapolis are typically Amer- 
ican, not because they are Anglo-Saxon or Nordic but because they 
are melting pots. Many nations, races, and religions are represented 
in Minneapolis. 

With such a background, many people learn to be tolerant but 
others have a chance to exercise prejudice and discrimination. No 
less an authority than Carey McWilKams (later to be editorial di- 
rector of the Nation) had shortly before this period surveyed the 
current scene and pronounced Minneapolis the anti-Semitic capital 
of the country. A small but articulate group in Minnesota had ad- 
mired William Dudley Pelley. Now all but forgotten, Pelley led 
the Silver Shirts, who made futile but extremely obnoxious efforts 
to start a fascist uniformed group in the United States. They had 
appeared in Minneapolis even during the war and there had been 
shocking incidents of books in the university library being defaced 
and marked with the words "Jew" or "Communist" These incidents 
had made a profound impression on young Hubert Humphrey. 

Back home in Spink County and in Huron there were by no means 
as many different races as there were* in Minneapolis, but Hubert 



3X>4 THIS IS HUMPHREY 

bad learned in Poland to take people as they were and not according 
to their names, religions labels, or income levels. 

Though he had mentioned civil rights in the 1943 campaign, it was 
a relatively minor issue; but by 1945 it was a major platform plank 

He had drawn up plans for a Mayor's Council on Human Rela- 
tions, one of many such committees he would initiate. He was going 
to get something done in the community, although he did not have 
explicit enforcement powers that would enable him to do it by kw 
and by direct action. 

In this campaign Humphrey was so outspoken on the issues that 
one of his Negro friends actually warned him to go a little slower 
as a matter of political strategy. Cecil Newman, editor of a Negro 
weekly, was of course for an all-out civil rights program, but he 
thought the program would advance further if Humphrey were 
elected. He was afraid hitting the issue too hard would defeat him, 
so he said, "Soft-pedal FJE.RC., Hubert, it is not a popular issue. 
We know your plans and youVe got the Negro vote." 

The next night Humphrey made a spirited radio broadcast appeal- 
ing for a Fair Employment Practices Commission. He won this fight, 
and Minneapolis was the first American city to see discrimination 
because of race become illegal in factory and office. 

These speeches on civil rights did not hurt Humphrey's political 
chances in Minneapolis. He carried through all his promises to act 
against discrimination and was re-elected in 1947 by a much larger 
plurality than he had in 1945. 

Even before he took office Mayor Humphrey had in mind the man 
he wanted to be the first chairman of the Council on Human Rela- 
tions, Tbis was the Rev. Reuben K. Youngdabl, a Lutheran minister 
and a brother of Luther, who was to become a very popular Re- 
publican governor. Humphrey was successful in getting him to take 
this arduous job and Youngdahl gave it all he had. This Republican 
and the young mayor worked as a tremendous team. 

One of the techniques used by the Council on Human Relations 
and by Mayor Humphrey was to force certain kinds of people to 
face up to the fact that discrimination existed. The mayor's Council 
on Human Relations began a community self-survey. At that time 
it was considered to be the most complete study of public opinions 
and attitudes ever officially attempted by an American city. One 
purpose of this investigation was to cut away the usual rationaliza- 
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tions and force the interviewee to give a clear-cut answer, **Do you 
believe in discrimination or don't you?** Wlien put this way, the an- 
swer was seldom if ever "Yes," but it made the liars think about it 

Sociologists were not impressed with the survey as scientific re- 
search, but they were pleased that this crude but essentially accu- 
rate mirror had told Minneapolis how it really operated in these 
matters. 

On the housing committee, the chairman included, were real es- 
tate men, and they were made to realize themselves and admit to 
one another that greater housing hardships fell on minority groups. 
The housing committee recommended that a law against restrictive 
covenants be publicized and that all realtors remove race and re- 
ligious restrictions from deeds. 

The committee also noted that large numbers of Negroes and 
Jews had passed industrial training courses for skilled employment 
during the war; in fact proportionately more Negroes and Jews than 
white Christians were well trained in these categories. But when 
the veterans came home the Negroes particularly were forced to 
return to predominantly unskilled jobs. No one wanted to discrimi- 
nate against veterans, but it appeared that thousands of people, 
some of them vitally needed for their technical skills, were being 
forced out of the lifetime careers they might have had. 

A representative committee that looked into employment found 
some discrimination in labor unions but placed most of the blame 
on employers. 

The employment and labor committee called for a state F.E.P.G 
and asked for more publicity on the Minneapolis city ordinance. 
Very soon nearly every large firm eliminated the questions on race 
and religion from their application forms. The Urban League's long 
campaign to put Negroes in department stores as clerks finally got 
results and every large department store in Minneapolis hired some 
Negro clerks. In the past Negroes had been quietly tucked away in 
just one corner of one of the four federal housing projects in Minne- 
apolis. Eventually the Council on Human Relations found the man 
who was responsible for this policy and proved to him that there 
was no federal rule against integration. This man switched over and 
discrimination was ended in these projects. 

The most interesting on-the-spot job performed by the Human 
Relations Council, however, was on behalf of sixty Negro actors and 
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actresses from the Broadway musical Camen Jones. When their 
show was scheduled for Minneapolis they were refused rooms in 
nearly every hotel. Just a week before the troupe arrived Mayor 
Humphrey authorized the executive secretary of the council to make 
reservations for the cast by simply asking hotels "to set aside some 
rooms for guests of the mayor." No names were given. 

Five hotels found rooms for "the mayor s guests" and just before 
the actors arrived the council's secretary went to each hotel manager 
with pamphlets on tolerance called "Outside the Horned These leaf- 
lets were to be given to any guests or employees who objected to 
seeing a Negro treated as a customer in the same way others were. 

Four of the hotel managers "got very hot under the collar'* but 
none refused to receive the guests they had already accepted 
through reservations made for the mayor. One manager was so an- 
gry, however, that he insisted that he would never again accept a 
Negro guest! The others later said they found no objections from 
guests or employees, and discrimination in Minneapolis hotels began 
to decline. 

Even today, many years later, no one would claim that Minneapo- 
lis has lived up to the title that supposedly belongs to Philadelphia, 
*The City of Brotherly Love." Discrimination still exists for tempo- 
rary periods, in defiance of kw and of the American spirit, in places 
where the law cannot quite reach. But there seems to be no ques- 
tion that something began to happen. Even people who were not 
emotionally changed by the reforms went along with them, because 
a strong spokesman and a widespread public movement were taking 
the initiative away from those who believed in discrimination. The 
leadership was in the hands of people who really wanted to end 
discrimination. 

An amusing side light, which showed only a partial understanding 
of the human relations program, was made by a veteran policeman. 
This old cop was overheard saying to a new man, "And don't arrest 
too many Negroes, the mayor doesn't like it" 

In this period Muriel began to realize that wives had to make 
great sacrifices for husbands in politics and that her husband's 
method of operation meant that she was going to have to make 
greater sacrifices than most Today everyone who has known them 
for years realizes that if she hadn't shouldered the responsibility of 
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taking care of the small children as cheerfully as she did it would 
have meant an enormous change in Humphrey's future. But Muriel 
Humphrey has extraordinary qualities of endurance and patience 
and much the same approach as her husband's toward getting along 
with all lands of people. 

She still thinks it is a lot of fun to live with Hubert Humphrey 
and she can still laugh at his jokes. From an old file of the mayor's 
personal papers comes the following, a letter that Hizzoner wrote to 
Mrs. Humphrey. 

Dear Mrs. Humphrey: 

In view of the fact that I am no longer permitted to enter your 
home (which, I understand, is torn up by doctors, and good look- 
ing ones, contractors, and I understand he is good looking., too, 
plasterers, painters, plumbers, and electricians, all of which I un- 
derstand are not too good looking), I am talcing the liberty of 
informing you that on my recent visit to your domicile, I picked up 
a letter addressed to you which requests your presence on 
Wednesday evening, November 21, at a dinner being given in 
honor of the wives of the Minneapolis Aquatennial Association at 
the Nicollet Hotel. 

Party begins at 6:30 with cocktails (two is enough for you) and 
dinner at about 7:00. There is a P.S. in same letter which suggests 
that you bring Mayor Humphrey with you. Of course, since he is 
now a resident of the Nicollet Hotel, this can be readily arranged 
with appropriate ceremonies, etc., following the dinner. 

Put this in your date book. 

Cordially yours, 
HUBERT H. HUMPHBEY 
MAYOR 

The children had been quarantined and it had been suggested 
that he stay away from home for a while. Otherwise the city's mayor 
would have been quarantined with the kids. So when the quarantine 
was lifted he thought he would take her out and this was his invita- 
tion. He has written similar notes to her when he has just been 
extremely busy or on a long campaign trip. 

These were exciting days for Humphrey. Not all his friends agree 
but he himself believes his best talents are administrative and not 
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personal or political in the campaigning or crusading sense. He likes 
to think he is greater as a team chairman than as a one-man band 
Most of his days since he was mayor he has been both. 

Today he looks back with nostalgia on the days when he was 
learning a great deal about city government He was meeting all 
kinds of new people and sitting in an administrative place where 
interesting things happened and where it was possible to initiate 
programs and see them brought to fulfillment In a way, the job of 
being a senator is almost one brush fire after another. Many pro- 
grams are followed through to completion, but there are many more 
that have to be forgotten or are doomed to be voted down. Or they 
are changed and enacted under someone else's name, until the origi- 
nal author has little reason left for pride of authorship. But as mayor 
Humphrey could start and finish some major projects. 

He has remained keenly interested in metropolitan areas, which 
he believes have become an increasing social and political problem 
in the United States in mid-century. He feels this is a major task 
before the United States: to manage the wealth and welfare of the 
cities. 

Invited to speak at the arnmal conference of mayors in Los An- 
geles in 1959, he pointed out that even when he was running Minne- 
apolis he and his team met some of the major problems of the day. 
He listed them as urban blight, the unmet needs of education, hous- 
ing, and health piled up by the war, law enforcement and delin- 
quency, human relations conflicts, and the straggle to reform local 
government and properly finance it 

He told the mayors, "About two thirds of our people now live in 
metropolitan areas. ... In a few years the two thirds will grow to 
three fourths/* He told them that the democratic processes had not 
so far recognized the "growing urbanization of America," and there- 
fore we did not give the "great urban majority" in the United States 
its proper representation in our state legislatures and in Congress. 

To Humphrey, "if the trouble is political, the answer, too, must be 
political. It lies in arousing all the people of America not just the 
city folk to the needs of urban America. Only when this is done will 
it be possible for cities to receive the recognition from state and 
federal governments to which they are entitled" 

He pointed out that he was a great exponent of federal revenues 



MAYOK, FOUBTEENTH LABGEST CITY log 

sufficient to pay for federal help to cities on an accelerating, not 
disodnishlng, scale. 

For ten years he lias been sponsoring legislation **to correct In- 
equities created by federal installations that pay no taxes yet require 
many local services. Present payment practices are a hodgepodge 
of arrangements for various kinds of payments in lieu of taxes or for 
no payments at all. In order to make a start on this problem, I have 
a bill to authorize certain kinds of payments at once and to establish 
a commission to look into other claims so that we will have a better 
understanding of the nature and extent of the problem. I am happy 
to report to you that there are good prospects for the enactment of 
this measure by this Congress/* 

He has also, of course, been quite strong for FHA, including all 
of its authorities, such as the provisions that enable it to insure pri- 
vate mortgages. He considers this essential for a proper urban re- 
newal program. Another proposal in his program for cities Is that 
"the federal government should stop treating the cities as stepchil- 
dren or poor relations and bring them into the inner councils of 
policy and administration.** 

He told the mayors that we must find some way "to require 
that federal agencies engaged in administering such programs co- 
ordinate their plans with one another and with local officials. And 
however this is done, there must be a single official with authority 
to knock heads together to make decisions binding on the federal 
officials concerned." 

In his opinion, the President should have a "planning staff* capa- 
ble of advising the White House and then Congress on "the best 
uses of our resources, to achieve the high priority purposes of the 
national security and the national welfare.'* 

Humphrey has strongly attacked President Eisenhower for bring- 
ing pressure through conservatives in Congress to beat down the 
housing and urban renewal bills. He said that he was "shocked" 
when, after many concessions had been made to meet the President 
"more than halfway,** the President vetoed the bill as "excessive" and 
"inflationary.** The bill would have authorized the spending of $900,- 
000,000 for urban renewal for the next two years, although the may- 
ors had estimated that $600,000,000 for ten years was needed to 
clean up the decaying parts of American cities. 

Humphrey feels deeply about the way the downtown areas of 
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American cities have gone to pot, so that housing is bad, delin- 
quency is a problem, the main streets that were once show places 
have turned into cheap Broadways with a carnival atmosphere. 
Some of this concern may have its roots in the way he and his father 
felt about the waste of buildings, time, and human resources when 
the dust storms and the depression went like scourges down the 
main streets of Doland and Huron. Humphrey always feels, when 
he sees an abandoned store or an old hotel or a row of cheap board- 
ing houses in a once good neighborhood, that there is great human 
tragedy and waste. He knows from the inside what it means to see a 
thriving street go to pot and decay. So he has emotions about "ur- 
ban blight" 

And his conscience tells him that it is immoral to throw away 
homes, shops, and stores that have not really outlived their useful- 
ness but have merely been permitted to rot away for lack of proper 
planning. Once a place has really become a slum, of course, he is in 
favor of slum clearance. He just flunks America has better uses for 
her resources than to build up whole sections of cities and then, in 
great moves to the suburbs or through improper planning of rail- 
roads, factories, and so on, let the cities become "smoky blots upon 
the landscape, 5 * to use his own term. 

He likes to point to Pittsburgh as an example of intelligent plan- 
ning. Its downtown area, which once was "covered with rust and 
soot," by proper planning and co-operation of voluntary associations 
as well as the government has been rebuilt until "it has gone from 
one of the ugliest downtowns to one of the most beautiful down- 
towns in America." 

When Humphrey gets to talking in public or private about this 
sort of problem it is clear that there is more than one reason why he 
might like to hold an administrative post again. A powerful reason 
would be the fact that he greatly enjoyed being mayor of Minne- 
apolis. Achievement is one of the main satisfactions of administrative 
responsibility. 

By the time he was well into his second term as mayor, Minne- 
apolis politicians saw Humphrey as an inevitable candidate for the 
governorship or the Senate probably the Senate. A few felt he 
might have brighter prospects than that but hardly dared to mention 
it even to their mirrors. By this time Leon Henderson and Paul 



MAYOR, FOURTEENTH LARGEST CITY 111 

Porter, both liberals in the ADA wing of the Democratic party, had 
mentioned htm as a Democratic vice-presidential possibility. Ches- 
ter Bowles was one of the first to include him in a list of possible 
presidential nominees. 

Referring to discussion of the senatorial race at this time, the 
mayor said, "If the papers keep talking about my political ambitions 
they may give me ideas.** 

A Minneapolis commentator had said that the mayor was not spe- 
cifically running for the Senate, except that "he is running for every- 
thing all the time." 

Humphrey's ambition to climb the political ladder has always had 
a certain transparency. Some people found it repulsive that any man 
should show his driving ambition so plainly. Others found it disarm- 
ing and reassuring that he made so little pretense. At the same time 
some fundamental modesty or insecurity seemed to contradict his 
ambition; by his manner he appeared to be saying, "Of course a 
country boy like me could not be a U.S. senator." Perhaps what 
most appealed to the voters was the knowledge that he truly came 
from the rank and file and needed help if he were to rise in the 
world. Some candidates, strange as it seems, do not convey an ur- 
gent sense of their need for votes. They ask for votes, they want 
than, but they don't behave as if their need is real. Humphrey's 
audiences at least a large majority of them seemed to believe that 
here was a man who was working hard to please them and who 
humanly expected to be grateful to them and to have them grateful 
to him. In the Senate chamber or on television, the well-known 
"political observers" of Washington do not see the sympathetic radar 
between the senator and a live audience of people at a state fair, 
for example. When Humphrey speaks about the farm or the Mtcheii 
or the "rent money," they certainly know he is a democrat with a 
small d. 



CHAPTER X 



Commies and Civil Rights 



In the fall of 1946 Hubert Humphrey got a very angry letter from a 
friend of Ms who had been offended by some anti-Communist re- 
marks Hubert had made. The friend said: 

It is very well to decry those who wait for the line to be handed 
down, but for God sake [sic] read originals, or has your scientific 
training in political science been lost on you? There was no need 
to make any comments . . . does Stassen make war in public on 
his enemies in the Republican Party? He just says "no comment." 
My God man wake up or you'll ruin yourself politically. 

Hubert's answer began; 

Your letter has had me doing a good deal of thinking. I appre- 
ciate your willingness to speak straight from the shoulder and call 
me to task when you believe I am in error. 

Now look, don't get so alarmed about what you read in the 
Minneapolis Star. I had a good long talk with Henry Wallace. In 
fact I spent better than three hours with him and I am sure that he 
and I would both agree that there was some merit to each of our 
points of view . . . but one of the things which disturbed me about 
Wallace's statement was not so much what he said . . . but the 
blind worshiping of his words by some of the fellow travelers. 
You will note . . . that it took the Commies three days to make up 
their mind whether Wallace was a faker or a hero. ... I believe 
him to be a highly intelligent, sincere . . . leader . . . that doesn't 
mean that I have to agree with every word he said. This damn 
hero-worshiping just does not make sense to me. If I can afford the 
luxury of a good scrap with my wife occasionally, I ought to be 
able to enjoy the same thing with some of the political leaders of 
the day. 

One other item ... I think you ought to catch on pretty quickly 
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that neither Art nor Bill nor any of the other fellows around here 
runs my life or governs my mind llie ai^omeiats I have with some 
of them are much more serious than those I have with public 
leaders. ... I enjoy frank discussion, . . . Thanks for being 
such a good friend as to tell me some of the things that are not 
always so easy to take. ... I appreciate it 

This letter really flipped his friend right over. Virtualy by return 
mail his red-hot critic replied: 

Thank you for your most kind letter, you are a T>ig man/* What 
I should do more often ... is render praise. For every seeming 
backward step you make there are tea forward for which I have 
not commended you . . . it is my opinion this city has never had a 
Mayor like you. That after all is more important than the political 
church you may belong to and I think a great majority of people 
believe this, too. All hail to the dbiefl 

We may note a couple of things about this exchange. First, Hum- 
phrey's letter very successfully kept in the family fold a man who 
had been sympathetic to talk describing Humphrey as "a red-baiter/* 
Second, the letter is both genuine and at the same time terribly 
smooth* His admirers make the observation that Humphrey applies 
the same skill at conmranicating with people to writing letters, mak- 
ing speeches, or presiding at meetings. lake most leaders, he seems 
powerless to analyze how he does it. It is intuitive. So his admirers 
say, if politics is an art, he is a master artist 

Behind the incident was a much larger story. 

On the surface, Humphrey was breaking in this year of 1946 with 
Henry Wallace and some other people, but underneath, he and all 
his allies were in a bitter-end struggle with those whom they con- 
sidered to be Communists, fellow travelers or their dupes. 

Objective observers say there was no doubt that the liberal forces 
in Minnesota, notably the leadership of the DFL, had been thor- 
oughly infiltrated by the Communists well before this time. National 
observers, including this writer, felt that the older advisers to Henry 
Wallace were being displaced and that he was being surrounded 
by what Walter Reuther has called the Valet service* of the Ameri- 
can Communists. 

Humphrey in this period organized many meetings at which he 
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urged conciliation, many steps and battles and appeals, and finally 
made statements in which he publicly denounced the opposing fac- 
tion as led by Communists. 

So far as Humphrey was concerned, his relationship to Wallace 
was a sad story indeed. Along with many other liberals o the period, 
Humphrey had thought of Wallace as ranking with the greatest of 
New Dealers as a man who might well make a fine President 

As late as July 1944 he was an ardent supporter of Henry Wallace 
for the vice-presidential nomination. The Minnesota delegation to 
the convention was pledged to Wallace. Humphrey was state cam- 
paign director and wrote to Harold Young, assistant to Wallace, to 
make a personal request: "I would like to place the name of Vice- 
President Wallace in nomination, and if that is not possible, to give 
a seconding speech in support of his nomination.'* 

As it turned out, there was a celebrated battle that year in the 
corridors of the White House over the nomination for Vice-President 
Wallace was dropped by Roosevelt, and Byrnes was passed over, 
with resulting bitterness that lasted for years. Harry S. Truman got 
the nod, the nomination and eventually the presidency. So Hum- 
phrey never had a real chance to nominate Wallace and although 
he was highly vocal for Wallace at Chicago no one noticed or even 
seemed to remember it except, of course, Henry. 

The liberals in Minnesota were somewhat surprised to learn that 
after Wallace's famous postwar Madison Square Garden speech 
Humphrey had broken off with Henry, saying that he was "totally 
irresponsible." From 1946 to 1948 the right and left wings of the 
DFL fought like cats and dogs. By 1948 Humphrey and his friends 
dominated the state DFL convention, in contrast to previous times 
when they had been outmaneuvered by Communists, fellow trav- 
elers, dupes, or various kinds of left-wingers and/or admirers of 
Henry Wallace. In '48 this group held a rump convention of its own, 
while the regular DFL convention nominated Humphrey for the 
Senate by acclamation. But it was a rough and bloody battle in those 
two years. 

Humphrey is the only major American political figure who has 
personally tangled in political combat with Communists determined 
to defeat him and his friends. 

Other Americans have, like Humphrey, gone to Russia and met 
Russian Communists on their home grounds. And many Americans 
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have negotiated with foreign Communists at Geneva or in the 
United Nations. But Humphrey was involved in a life-and-death 
struggle with American Communists in his home state, and the bat- 
tle deserves more detailed treatment than can be given to it here. 

When Humphrey emerged as the leader of the Democratic 
Farmer-Labor party he could reasonably have felt that his main task 
was to build that party into a strong enterprise and ultimately to 
make his stand for office somewhere as a Democratic Farmer- 
Laborite. But instead he got into hot water almost immediately. The 
main outlines of this straggle help explain important aspects of 
Humphrey's later career. 

Several students of the time have written documented accounts 
establishing that Communists were important in Minnesota in those 
days. 

The Farmer-Labor leader, Governor Floyd Olson, was never a 
Communist and in his later years was certainly aware that Commu- 
nists existed and that they used certain ugly tactics. For a time, how- 
ever, he felt that he could work with them, as did many politicians 
of this and other countries in that period. Humphrey and others be- 
lieve that if Olson had lived he himself would have routed the Com- 
munists from, his party. 

In the thirties the state of Minnesota for various reasons, one of 
which was the emergence of a coalition of fanner and labor elements 
previously not seen in such a coherent form in the United States, 
was a prime target for the infiltration of Communist agents. Commu- 
nist or extreme left-wing sentiment is not created only by the in- 
tellectual or organizational activity of purposeful agents! Minnesota 
had been through severe times. She was going through an uncertain 
period at the end of the war. Poor housing, inflationary prices, race 
trouble, and labor conflict produced Communist sentiments in some 
Minneapolis citizens just as social stress did in some citizens in Lon- 
don, or Berlin, or Calcutta. In 1945 and 1946 key posts in the 
Democratic Farmer-Labor party were captured by people whose 
statements and tactics seemed to some liberals to be clearly Com- 
munist. Humphrey himself had not foreseen in 1944 that the real 
party adherents in the DFL would be so difficult to dislodge from 
power or so rough to deal with while they were in power. 

Humphrey was not the earliest political leader to see what Com- 
munist sympathizers ware doing to the liberal wing. But he was 
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comparatively early, and lie became one of the most effective "Com- 
mie fighters'* of the country. One political observer says, "I just wish 
I could have seen the look on the face of that South Dakota debater, 
already a roaring success as mayor, when he discovered just how 
rough and tough and dirty it could be to fight the Communists." 

Many American organizations, labor groups, scientific societies, 
and semipoMcal groups were at this time having some jform or 
other of what the men around Humphrey call *the Commie fight" 
It was to result in producing many shades of opinion, as most literate 
readers know; some fellow travelers left the fold and became liber- 
als, others left and became bitter reactionaries, while others pursued 
a dizzy course, fieeing from the reactionaries into the arms of the 
Party and then out to become disgusted neutrals, or perhaps later to 
slide completely over and become even more bitter reactionaries. 

la the DFL, after some major defeats and some curious surface 
compromises, a strong anti-Communist element emerged with Hum- 
phrey as its leader. He has remained moderate and forgiving toward 
persons who did not join his group in the anti-Communist fight or 
who in fact had extreme left-wing convictions but then mellowed. 
However, it became apparent to his friends that he was shocked by 
their tactics, for he had long thought of Communism as not merely 
political opposition to the American way of thinking but an immoral 
approach to social change. Thus it seemed one of the few subjects 
on which he might be said to have rigid and lingering animosity. 
But that was only for the "hard core/' Before the battle was over he 
managed to regain the friendship of many who originally thought he 
was a "red-baiter.* Many ex-Communists or fellow travelers came 
to admire or go along with a man who had become a United States 
senator a few months after the conflict finally faded away. Hum- 
phrey has welcomed those who have now departed from knowing 
or unknowing fellow traveling. But he has never got over his emo- 
tional repulsion and moral disapproval of the central beliefs and 
tactics of the hard-shell Communists, those who never gave in, and 
in his opinion never played fair. 

Years later, an ex-Communist was to tell him that when he first 
appeared at the university the Communists marked "Little Hubert** 
as a likely young man to be taken into the fold. It has occurred, to 
conservatives at the other end of the political scale that Humphrey 
might easily have "socialistic notions.** Sometimes they lump him in 
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their minds with ^eft-wing professors'* he seems to be very dose, 
in their minds, to the Mud of people who are dose to the Commu- 
nists, in the popular stereotype. This is so far from the facts as to be 
ludicrous. Humphrey has never been doctrinaire for am/ doctrine 
and never been dose even to the socialist line. 

Humphrey and those dose to foini for many years say that he 
never toyed with the idea of becoming a fellow traveler or a Com- 
munist. In his most formative years at the university Floyd Olson 
was first a living figure, then a vivid memory. At the time Humphrey 
turned twenty-one FranHin D. Roosevelt was elected to his first 
term as President of the United States. Roosevelt and Woodrow Wil- 
son were almost too great to serve as models, but Olson was defi- 
nitely of human size. Olson and Roosevelt were his governor and his 
President and while both of them had profound commitments to 
social change, at the same time they had basic beliefs in the Ameri- 
can credo of fair play, majority vote, education for all, and free 
speech* Both Olson and Roosevelt, be it noted, had in great part won 
their f ollowings and made the social changes they were able to make 
through their great gifts for persuasion and political improvisation. 
These were Humphrey*s models rather than the European socialist 
or Communist who greatly resented the ruling dass and believed 
that manipulating people with propaganda would lead to the seizure 
of power. 

One of Humphrey^ teadters had a favorite saying, whidi for years 
was a favorite of Humphrey's: "Power goes to him who seeks it" 
While thfs might sound like Machiavelli or Khrushchev, it is not too 
far from the ordinary Kiwanis philosophy, that if you work hard you 
are very likely to be named chairman of the committee. In any case 
Humphrey might logically have been used by left-wingers, although 
he never was. But he never would have joined them. When Hum- 
phrey was forming his opinions and general coloration in politics he 
was guided by people who had a general skepticism toward all po- 
litical slogans and most specifically those of the far left. 

In the end Humphrey and his friends decisively defeated their 
foes within the DFL party and went on to defeat RepubKcans for 
the statehouse, Congress, and the Senate. Among these friends were 
three people who became part of the cirde of Humphrey advisers. 
This was never a dosed cirde, never a "dub," and as ft widened 
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and fanned out Max M. Kampelman, Eugenie Anderson, and Eu- 
gene McCarthy wore Included in It. 

Mr Kampelman is a lawyer who also has a background in political 
science. He was around the edges of the basic circle in war years 
but did not get particularly close until after the war. During the 
Ttoramte fight," Max and Naftalin and Eugenie Anderson made 
many forays through the countryside seeking allies, helping to build 
up the DFL into their vision of a truly liberal party. At the time 
Humphrey was elected senator, Kanipelman was a professor at Ben- 
nington, Vermont, but was called down to J the Humphrey office to 
help organize it and recruit staff and so on. "He came for three 
weeks," says Humphrey, "but I kept him for years/' His leave of 
absence gradually became permanent, and he stayed on with Hum- 
phrey as assistant and legislative counsel until 1955, when he re- 
signed to go into private law practice. He still keeps in close touch 
with Senator Humphrey and advises on policy and political strategy. 
The Communist Control Act was his idea, and his mark is on much 
other legislation, where his legal and strategic abilities were in- 
valuable. 

Mrs. Eugenie Anderson, of Red Wing, was an early DFL cam- 
paigner and of course active in the Humphrey senatorial campaigns. 
She later became nationally known as a Democratic committee- 
woman and was appointed Ambassador to Denmark. She was active 
in the **Commie fight" 

In 1958 she was bitterly disappointed when three of the "old 
bundf were all thinking of running for the senatorial nomination. 
She and Karl Rolvaag and Eugene McCarthy were all contenders, 
and she did not, as she might have expected, receive the support of 
old DFL leaders such as Humphrey. The latter pursued a policy of 
making no choice among his old friends, so of course none of the 
three contenders was completely satisfied. 

Eugene McCarthy was a bright young economics teacher from St. 
Paid who after the war carne into the inner circle and soon was one 
of the most influential. He ran successfully for Congress and in 1958 
won his place in the Senate. Thus Minnesota has sent two teachers 
to the Senate, and the DFL is just about on top of the world, holding 
all the top spots in the state. 

But the scars of the fight are still on the DFL party, and there are 
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members who are cool to each other to this day. As is the case with 
similar battles in other organizations, some fed that others showed 
themselves to be dupes or that they "got off the train too late** or 
"too early/* in which case they might be termed "premature anti- 
Commnriists^! And there are some who fed that their colleagues 
were zealous against the extreme left-wingers but were not very 
squeamish about their tactics and used deplorable means toward the 
desirable end of establishing a DEL more representative of its 
members. 

Humphrey today feels that he learned at first hand what Com- 
munists are like and that his youthful idealism met np with some 
very rough and tough tactics as well as some awesome hostility. He 
recalls one party council where he and such friends as Kampehnan 
and Naftalin were physically segregated on one side of a room on 
the other side were people who actually booed and hissed them. 
Humphrey had never expected American politics to be like that, nor 
has he found much like that since. 

He says the Communists certainly showed their f oes how to work 
they got up early and late. They knew how to get the people out, 
something Humphrey, like any other politician, respects. But he was 
shocked one nigjit in his own precinct to find so many people at 
his own neighborhood meeting. His foes had packed the hall, in the 
sense that they had called up everyone they knew in the precinct 
Humphrey was mayor at the time but could not be elected by that 
precinct as a delegate to party councils because "the word was out 9 * 
to the leftists to vote against him. He and Naftalin and Kubicek and 
Simms and the others had to get up early and work late to explain 
what was happening and round up all their allies, so their adherents 
would pack the necessary meetings. So he learned that the "bad 
guys'* could defeat the "good guys,** even when they were in the 
majority, unless that majority went to work to use democratic 
methods for all they were worth. 

Humphrey also found that many persons in politics not only enjoy 
rewarding their friends, but once they start doing hatchet work on 
their foes, they enjoy that too. Humphrey does not enjoy bitter rows. 
Today he still feels that looking after friends is more important than 
"cutting up** your foes. An associate says, "Critics think Humphrey 
just loves everybody, and he ought to hate more people, but he isn*t 
good enough at hating." 
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Humphrey's feeling is that you have to be careful to avoid faction- 
alism, remember that people change, and that you must not shut the 
door so that they can never come back. 

His attitudes then and now are interesting in view of the fact that 
In our foreign relations we deal with many countries that have strong 
Communist parties. 

He is honestly puzzled as to how humanitarians, even though they 
may not believe in any religion, can view Communism with favor. 
He considers that a godless materialistic philosophy is not only mis- 
taken but iinmoral. 

So he does not think about Communists merely in terms of politics 
or national power, and certainly he does not consider Communism 
to be the hope of ultimate democracy or brotherhood for the human 
race. He has suffered personally from Communists, he believes he 
knows various twists and turns of their immoral philosophy very well 
from firsthand struggle with them, and so, although he remains an 
ardent New Dealer, enthusiastic about the use of government to 
promote human welfare, he remains stubbornly against any philoso- 
phy with a tinge of totalitarianism. 

His basic attitude then and it is not much changed today was 
that Communists and their friends had to be fought, night and day, 
and one had to learn that their rough tactics had no place in a liberal 
party. He does not and never did believe that one can create what 
used to be called a "united fronf composed of social reform parties, 
including the Communists. But he abhors treating fellow travelers 
or even Communists as if they were an entirely different kind of 
people who are totally beyond the reach of persuasion, and he is 
finnly set against vengeance and vindictiveness. He considers that 
"the hard-core Communist^ has no place in the American political 
scene, or in any country that desires a democratic government, but 
he thinks and the Russians seem to agree that very few human 
beings are capable of being dedicated Communists. 

It was in this period that Americans for Democratic Action was 
started, with perhaps two main missions to express a truly liberal 
Rooseveltian view in political discussions, and to fight American 
Communists. In the course of the Minnesota fight a live-wire ADA 
was formed there, and Humphrey came to the attention of many 
Democratic liberals nationally through the ADA. In 1949 he served 
as national chairman of ADA, and he has remained with it through 
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thick and thin. Professional politicians consider this a great liability, 
and he has said that perliaps it is but the ADA has given htm a 
great deal and he cannot bring himself to pull away from it 

His friends feel he showed leadership and courage in going with 
the ADA trend of thought, first against opposition from the left, and 
years later in stacking with it against opposition from the right. Thus 
they feel that Humphrey is a man of character, and "you know where 
to find him, he won't duck when the heat is on." 

This quality was becoming apparent to national observers as 1948 
brought other events. 

Mayor Humphrey's future was changed for the better in a single 
night at the Philadelphia Democratic convention of 1948. 

The background was a troubled outlook for the Democratic party. 
Truman was considered certain to lose to Dewey, a man who had 
tried and tried again for the presidency, 

Truman up to then had often been considered a weak President, 
even by many Democrats, A sizable wing of the Americans for Dem- 
ocratic Action thought that Dwight D. Eisenhower would make a 
stronger and more liberal President. In his first years in the White 
House, as the faces associated with Eoosevelt departed, it had 
seemed as if they were being replaced by a "Missouri gang." Still in 
the future were some of Truman's major decisions, such as the move 
to go into Korea, General MacArthur's discharge, and other steps 
that were to show that President Truman had a real philosophy of 
the presidency. And of course there lay ahead a great surprise victory 
over Governor Dewey, but the delegates in Philadelphia did not 
know that. * 

Truman had always, somewhat surprisingly for a Missourian, 
spoken clearly for federal action in the field of civil rights, but lead- 
ing party politicians were at odds over the issue. They regarded it 
as dynamite, in a year when Henry A. Wallace was going to nibble 
away at Democratic strength from one side, to take a stand that 
would permit conservatives to nibble away at the party from the 
other side. 

Humphrey and other members of the Minnesota delegation, how- 
ever, were pledged to the strongest possible stand. 

Humphrey already had a national reputation in civil rights circles 
because of his Council on Human Relations and the fact that Minne- 
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apolis was the first city ia the country to pass a Fair Employment 
Practices Act 

As tibe platform committee wrangled late into one night It some- 
times appeared possible that an "acceptable" compromise would be 
reached, one that would somehow reconcile the views of liberals 
with those of the die-hard Southern delegates who were already 
threatening to walk out on the party if a strong civil rights plank 
were adopted. Humphrey, contrary to the public view he often pre- 
sented in those years, was privately counseling moderation. In Ms 
discussions with other delegates he was using his best conciliatory 
tactics to seek some compromise that would not throw minority 
rights to the wolves but would not prove hopelessly divisive. 

His closest advisers included his father, a delegate from South 
Dakota, proud and excited, and doggedly telling Humphrey that 
when the chips were down the son simply could not accept a plank 
containing such broad and bland language that it would really mean 
nothing at all Brother Ralph was on hand too. He has contributed 
time and effort and money to his brother's political campaigns, but 
he is not personally absorbed in politics. 

Himphrey told the people working on the platf orm that he and 
other liberals would hold their fire until the fight for a reasonable 
compromise appeared hopeless. In the small hours of the morning, 
as those who were to become DMecrats appeared more and more 
intransigent^ another dose adviser, Orville Freeman, kept insisting 
that compromise was impossible, and from time to time Humphrey 
made notes for a speech he would try to make to the convention in 
the morning, 

Humphrey naturally thought over the political angles of the civil 
rights issue, but he did not really think it was politically smart to 
stir up a fioor fight over it Even a White House assistant told a 
Humphrey aide not to urge Humphrey into futile battle. Tie won't 
get fifty votes, you are making a fool of America's future great lib- 
eral/* But Humphrey thought this was a moral position that he and 
the party had to take. "That still left many tactical angjes to con- 
sider. If their proposal didn't carry, the results might be worse than 
a compromise. 

Humphrey's conscience is large enough and strong enough that 
lie worried about what he was doing to the party and to people 
whom he admired but could not join in their political beliefs. But 
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Ms conscience would have made it too hot for him if he had gone 
the other way. 

Toward dawn he made tip his mind, in the direction his father had 
expected all along* Writing the speech for no compromise began in 
earnest, but he still had no very good idea how it would be received. 

Eugenie Anderson had the idea of reminding everyone that Mr. 
Truman had taken a strong stand in favor of civil rights. So an effort 
had been made to associate the proposition with the Truman goals. 

It might be noted that big city "bosses'* of the Democratic party, 
the men from Northern industrial centers, regarded a strong civil 
rights program not as a wild-eyed idea but as a very practical one 
for strengthening their ticket in home precincts. 

Even when he was ready to go, Humphrey was still apprehensive 
about his course. On the way to the bunting-draped platf orm, in the 
crowded and excited convention scene, he ran into a veteran politi- 
cian, Ed Flynn. The latter had been boss of the Bronx for many 
years, and a dose personal friend of Roosevelt's, though personally 
he was about as liberal as James A. Farley; but when he realized 
what Humphrey was planning to do he nodded approval and gave 
him the benediction of a hard-bitten politician: "Ifs going to be all 
right." Humphrey still remembers this, for he was inwardly shaking 
in his shoes as he met this great moment in his career one that 
would be remembered to his credit or discredit for many years. 

Once he started speaking his confidence mounted and his elo- 
quence was electrifying. 

His timing proved correct. The majority was ready to face the 
fact that on some issues the party could not accommodate such 
widely differing views. It was a short speech, one of the shortest 
Humphrey has ever made. But the course of the Democratic party 
and in particular the path of the die-hard Southern delegateswas 
clear by the time he had finished. 

Mayor Humphrey said in part: *. . . There will be no hedging, 
and there will be no watering down, if you please, of the instruments 
and the principles of the civil rights program 

"My friends, to those who say that we are rushing this issue of 
civil rights, I say to them, we are 172 years late. 

To those who say that this civil rights program is an infringement 
on States* Rights, I say this, that the time has arrived in America for 
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the Democratic party to get out of the shadows of States* Rights and 
walk forthrightly into the blight sunshine of human rights. . . . 

TLet us not forget the evil patience and the blindness of the past 
In these times of world economic, political and spiritual above all 
spMtaalcrisis, we cannot, and we must not, turn from the paths so 
plainly before us." 

The convention went for the civil rights plank and many South- 
ern delegates went for the door. Spiritually and physically, they 
walked out into a summer rain as fate would have it Soon they 
formed the Dixiecrats and ran their own candidate for President 

Politicians still differ as to whether this move of Humphrey and 
the convention was politically smart It developed that after Hum- 
phrey had won his moral victory Truman went on to win re-election 
in an electoral vote victory. Some feel that Truman won but that 
Humphrey lost forever any chance of being a dose contender for 
the nomination. 

Tradition has it that the Democrats do not nominate Southerners, 
for Bresident although they frequently nominate them for Vice- 
President (six times out of the last seven tries). But tradition has it 
that the Democrats do not nominate people who are personally or 
ideologically anathema down South in spite of Truman's victory. 

One way to figure the outcome of '48 is that Truman did indeed 
lose 38 electoral votes in the South but was enabled to overpower 
Dewey (and Wallace) and hold the line in California, Illinois, and 
Ohio, where he picked up 78 votes. Thus, in one view the Dixiecrat 
movement ended in an autumn rain of votes. 

This cannot be applied very simply to the ig6os, and anyway since 
the Supreme Court decision the whole civil rights outlook has 
changed. In the future, one might reason, a Humphrey could lose 
more states than Truman did in the South if it is believed that public 
opinion there is more solidly segregationist than ever before. Is it? 
Or is it not? Humphrey's own advisers have sharp disagreements as 
to whether he should try to woo the Southern vote or follow a 
stronger line than ever. He has good friends in the Southern senato- 
rial group but he could not find votes from Dixie at Chicago in 1956, 
even with Lyndon Johnson on his side, and personal friendship with 
political leaders cannot deliver masses of people to vote against their 
deepest beliefs or prejudices. 



COMMIES AND CIVIL BIGHTS 12$ 

One of the happiest hours of Humphrey's entire life came as a 
surprise when he returned to Minneapolis the Saturday after the 
Philadelphia convention closed. 

With a few phone calls and considerable hurried painting of signs 
to be carried by paraders, his cohorts had organized a demonstration 
not that it was hard to get people to turn out to welcome their 
scrappy mayor home from his civil rights victory. 

The Tribune said the crowd of more than two thousand rooters 
made the biggest wartime railroad station crowd look puny. There 
were brass bands playing and a great crowd of university students 
carrying signs, most of them reading, "Humphrey: Champion of Hu- 
man Rights." 

At that night's reception at the Nicollet Hotel, Humphrey told a 
crowd of five hundred people he didn't want to bring anything politi- 
cal into the meeting. "We all know this is just good-fellowship,** he 
said* However, he did give a half-hour talk outlining his fight for 
the civil rights plank. 

George Murk, the politically active head of the musicians* union, 
led the crowd in group singing and said, "One song I hope we wifl 
all sing is 'Somebody Else Is Taking My Place* and we will dedicate 
it to Joe Ball.** When Humphrey finished his talk there was a three- 
minute ovation. 

Cynics said that Humphrey's fight at Philadelphia would not have 
succeeded if delegates had been more optimistic about the Demo- 
cratic party's chances that year. If they had thought they could win 
with Truman they would have gone to greater lengths to keep the 
Southerners in the family. Some men now say that Northern Repub- 
lican leaders, worried about losing their own states and their own 
congressional districts, figured they could take a chance and let the 
presidential election go where it was going to go anyway, down the 
drain* But they could fight better locally for the ticket if they had a 
civil rights plank in the national platform. 

Others said this was a step that had to be taken by the Democratic 
party sometime and it might as well be in 1948 as well as later. 
Others thought it was good Minnesota politics for Mayor Humphrey, 
who had often been mentioned as a candidate for senator. From 
this point of view it was an effective step toward picking up some 
of the votes of Wallace supporters. It mitigated the chances of 
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being another liberal candidate, under the Wallace ticket, 

in the field against Humphrey. 

When Humphrey was a student of political science and decided 
to ran for mayor, it might have seemed like a crazy idea, but in fact 
he was known to masses of people and well liked by some quite in- 
fluential people. And he had friends in labor, business, university, 
and church circles. Who should run for mayor? 

By the time he had become a famous mayor and was thinking of 
running for the Senate, it probably would have been more surprising 
if he had not run than his deciding to try for it. He was a mushroom 
who had come up overnight, but there was no denying he was there, 

When he was ready to ran for the Senate he was well known 
through the length and breadth of Minnesota. He had already been 
to Congress several times to testify on such topics as rent control, 
housing, fair employment practices, and high prices. 

He had made excellent appearances nationally on such radio pro- 
grams as "America's Town Meeting of the Air" and "People's Plat- 
form,** and increasingly he received invitations to speak from all over 
the country. 

While he was mainly known in Minneapolis as a non-partisan 
mayor it was hardly a secret that he was a New Dealer; but he 
certainly was not a theorist working for a planned society as the 
Republicans loved to characterize the New Dealer of the cartoonists. 

He was a firm supporter of the United Nations and the Marshall 
Planand that was a major issue on which Joe Ball had voted the 
other way. 

He was also known to farm audiences as someone interested in 
the soil conservation plan and rural electrification, which the Repub- 
lican Congress had cut down. 

It is startling to think how little time had elapsed from his first 
election in 1945 to his running for the Senate in 1948, but he was a 
most obvious choice for the nomination. He was a campaign man- 
ager, he had put the party together, he had gotten national atten- 
tion at the convention, and he was the very opposite of a dark horse 
so far as the DFL nomination was concerned. 

In addition to everything else he was known for the way in which 
he could work twelve, sixteen hours a day and thrive on it. 

As he went into a campaign he could work eighteen and twenty 
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hours a day being mayor and running for the Senate. He said then, 
M On a typical day I make three to five speeches in addition to my 
regular round of official business. I get back to the office from my 
last meeting around 11 P.M., then I work until i or 2 A.M. and Tm 
back to work at nine-thirty in the morning/* This was to be his steady 
schedule for many years. 

He had become, perhaps to a greater extent than he realized, the 
liberal leader of Minnesota. He was not only a good candidate, he 
was a person whose advice was sought and taken. In party councils 
he was recognized as an adept negotiator and conciliator. He was 
not a boss and he did not have a machine or organization, and all 
the details of party machinery bored him to some extent. But when 
people finally got him interested in a "situation,'* what he did about 
it worked out well* 

Humphrey*s strength in Minnesota, like the way he does his think- 
ing and the way he manages his Senate office, is a real one-man 
affair. He does not have a whole number of cogs in the machine 
throughout the state or the country- who will do his bidding. He 
has a lot of friends and a lot of people who for practical purposes 
are friends or behave as friends because they like what he is able to 
get done in Washington. You don't find Humphrey agents or puppets 
or mouthpieces. You find that Humphrey's friends and cousins, once 
a crowd of five hundred (Dolaad, pop. 500), has somehow enlarged 
to thousands. 

In the Senate campaign he took off to make new friends, and he 
campaigned in eighty-four of Minnesota's eighty-seven counties. 

Once again Humphrey was running against a rather colorless 
or at least quiet man, as Mayor Kline had been. No one seemed to 
consider Joe Ball terribly good or terribly bad. He had been a fairly 
conservative senator but not extremely reactionary. He had two 
main issues in which he believed; he had voted for the Taft-Hardey 
law and against the Marshall Plan. Humphrey met him foursquare 
on both of them. 

Repeatedly he challenged Ball to joint debate. This is a proposal 
that the holder of an office never likes as well as a man who is run- 
ning to grab the office. There is always the chance of inadvertently 
saying the wrong thing or in the heat of rebuttal delivering a fiery 
phrase that will come home and haunt you. Of course either man 
may make such a mistake in a verbal free-for-all, but the officeholder 
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is the one who has the job in hand and has more to lose. Ball had 
aU the Minnesota daily newspapers and all but 18 of the 460 weekly 
newspapers in Minnesota with him, so he had his views set forth. 

Humphrey by statistical count could speak three times as many 
words a minute as slow-speaking BalL Ball never put his head into 
the noose of debate. But at more than one meeting, while he was 
speaking in his careful and methodical manner, Humphrey would 
be going through the audience shaking hands, smiling at the ladies, 
cheerfully chucking children under their chins, and remembering the 
names of everyone he had ever met Thus BaU made the speech on 
some occasions and Humphrey met the voters. 

Humphrey sometimes gave more than a dozen speeches a day, 
and he traveled thirty thousand miles, or a little more than it takes 
to go around the earth at its widest point 

He attended more than fifty county fairs. No one knows how many 
hamburgers and hot dogs he ate, nor how many gallons of pop he 
put away, after throwing how many numbers of balls at how many 
wooden milk bottles in side-show games. The crowds loved it and of 
course Humphrey loved it The Russians have been known to prac- 
tice "physiological warfare" on our diplomats by throwing elaborate 
dinners at which our people are hopelessly outclassed when it comes 
to consuming all the borscht, caviar, pastry, and vodka to which the 
Russians are accustomed. In this respect there are very few cast-iron 
stomachs that would compare with Hubert Humphrey's. If this were 
the main point of the cold war, there is no question who should be 
our champion. He can drink gallons of "orange drink," mixing it with 
quantities of fried chicken, hot German potato salad, hot dogs, hard 
rolls, and a shot of bourbon with the local politicos in the hotel suite 
afterward by way of settling the stomach. It is not true that Hum- 
phrey never has a twinge of stomach trouble. He does. He has been 
known to take a soda mint as he leaves one dinner, where he has 
had a plate of soup and made a speech, and heads for another din- 
ner, where he may get a little ham and some salad and make another 
speech. After that he goes to the final speech of the evening and a 
cup of black and acid coffee. 

However, even if his stomach occasionally gives him a twinge by 
way of reminding ton that he is human, Humphrey's schedule is 
more than equal to the heaijtbura front of the cold war. 

In this campaign against Joe Ball, Humphrey made Labor Day 
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speeches in three widely separated towns. He made two in Rochester 
and Faribault in the southern part of the state and then flew to 
make another in Duluth, several hundred miles to the northeast 

And what did he say? A lot of things with which the voter and 
at least the reader of this bookare familiar. That all people are 
human, all Americans have basic rights. That fanners are part of our 
economy and entitled to their full share in it and their product, like 
the rest of our productivity, should be used as strength for waging 
peace. And more for an hour or two. And the crowds loved that too. 

His first senatorial campaign was the first occasion Humphrey had 
to take a real responsibility for broad-scale opinions of foreign affairs. 

In one letter to the Minneapolis Tribune he sounded certain 
themes that were dominant in his mind. 

He explained why basically he was for the Marshall Plan and for 
expanding it (whereas Senator Ball had voted against it). 

Further, he did not think the objective of the Marshall Plan and 
our foreign policy should be merely to "contain" Russia. He felt that 
the Marshall Plan was *a broad, dynamic plan which was meant to 
lift up the people of Europe, to nourish democracy everywhere, to 
obtain a just, prosperous, and enduring peace.** 

He was criticized for the statement in which he said that rather 
than "contain" Russia we should lead" her. As far back as this 
campaign, Humphrey felt that we should compete with Russia in 
peaceful production and imaginative ideas. Not "containment^ but 
"competition" was his key word. 

A short while before, President Truman had briefly considered the 
idea of sending Chief Justice Fred Vinson to Moscow to talk per- 
sonally with Premier Stalin. The President had let it be known that 
he was considering this and then from his own party and advisers 
(and from Republicans) he had received a storm of criticism* To 
Hubert Humphrey this was a reasonable idea, to try to establish per- 
sonal contact with the Russian Premier. One of Humphrey's favorite 
phrases in the first campaign was that we should "get off the diplo- 
matic defensive and create a diplomatic offensive. 9 * 

A real program of help for the fanner was also a main part of his 
campaign. 

He predicted that he would win by 77,000 votes. But before eleo 
tion he cut the figure to 50,000. This perhaps indicates that, as one 
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friend says, he suffers from underconfidence. It turned out that he 
won by a margin of 243,000! 

So the fast Democratic senator from Minnesota in a century took 
off with a plurality of nearly a quarter of a million. 

BalTs campaign workers tried to toss off this crushing defeat by 
saying that Senator Humphrey was simply a tremendous brash. 
salesman "who would have made the greatest vacuum cleaner sales- 
man that ever lived.** This is true as far as it goes. That, of course, 
is one of the things they think about Humphrey back in Spink 
County, South Dakota, where he and his father did go from door to 
door and were considered the greatest salesmen for miles around. 
But today even the supporters of Joe Ball would agree that there is 
a great deal more to this salesman than they thought This bouncing 
consumer of hot dogs and producer of oratory knows how to please 
a crowd, but the crowd may see a good deal else in the man they 
sent to Washington to cope with the complexities of government in 
the atomic age. 

Perhaps these crowds thought that Humphrey had a special spark. 



PART III 



The Nation 



"You people always write that I talc on every sub- 
ject I do I like every subject I can't help it it's 
just glands." 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 



CHAPTER XI 

Gabbiest Freshman in the Senate 



From the moment Humphrey entered the Senate It was clear to him- 
self, his family, and everyone in range that he was going to enjoy the 
job just as much as he had hoped. In that first year he fairly wallowed 
in being a senator, and his colleagues and the members of the press 
found this a disturbing element; they could tolerate only a certain 
amount of the brisk and brash young man who seemed so deter- 
mined to let the world know he was on his way. 

One long-time assistant of Humphrey's says that for many years 
Humphrey really never got over his surprise at finding himself 
"Little Hubert** sitting "in the seats of the mighty." There can be no 
doubt, says Ms old assistant, that he is fundamentally humble and 
modest. Further, because he felt somewhat insecure about his abili- 
ties, he developed for a time a superbrashness and bravado that often 
created an entirely false impression. "His basic fault was never over- 
confidence/* said this assistant; "if anything his basic fault has always 
been underconfidence. He cannot really believe that he is as well 
qualified as anyone else who is likely to get the job to be a senator, 
and he still rattles inside when there is serious discussion and con- 
sideration of him as a candidate for President." 

One of Humphrey's most engaging traits, an assistant of the pres- 
ent day believes, is that he does not appear to take himself too seri- 
ously, an impression in remarkable contrast to many other public 
figures. In his early years in the Senate the Humphrey bravado may 
have covered his modesty and "underconfidence/* Today he is less 
brash, this assistant says, because lie has now moved successfully in 
the very highest echelons of government. 

A liberal newsweeHy said that his election was "a one-man miracle 
wrought in defiance of all the political laws and probabilities.** In 
retrospect this seems to be putting it a little strongly, because even 
Republicans in Minnesota had admitted to themselves that Ball was 
not a strong candidate in 1948 and Humphrey was. Nonetheless 
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Humphrey had won a stunning victory, and though It seemed to be 
part of a national upset, Humphrey's colorful personality made him 
the subject of special attention for example, an extended profile and 
his picture on the cover of Time magazine. 

He was a guest on "Meet the Press," then a well-known radio pro- 
gram. With his astounding and colorful answers to Larry Spivak and 
the other panelists, he was a resounding success. J. R, Wiggins of the 
Washington Post asked him if he were not chairman of the Ameri- 
cans for Democratic Action. Humphrey said, "That's right," and 
Wiggins said, "And do you recall an ADA pamphlet which stated 
that Truman had not won the minds and hearts of the people and 
declaring that this grave moment needs a new face and victory can 
be won by drafting Eisenhower and/or Douglas?" 

"Yes, I do, sir," said Humphrey, respectful to the well-known news- 
paperman. 

Wiggins: "Do you still think that you and the rest of the ADA 
were right in wishing to ditch Harry Truman?" 

Humphrey: "I think we were dead wrong and I think confession is 
good for the soul." 

Wiggins, a little stunned by this, said, "I think that* s magnificent" 

Those who remember Humphrey as always cocky when he first 
came to the Senate simply forget that at other times he was modest 
to excess and rather self-deprecatory. 

On that famous "Meet the Press" program Spivak asked him, 
"What do you personally plan to do as far as the national FEPC 
goes? Are you going to try to put legislation through Congress on 
those issues?" Humphrey replied, "May I just say that I recognize 
that I am a newcomer to the Senate of the United States? Tm the 
junior senator from Minnesota and I have an awful lot to learn and 
I know it, and Tm looking forward to the opportunity of becoming 
much more informed on many national issues and I'm going to be a 
co-operative member of the United States Senate. I'm going to sup- 
port President Truman and his program. If lie asks for a program 
which I think he will, he didnt mince any words about it on civil 
rights, Tm going to support that Fm surely not foolish enough, may 
I say, to think that some young fellow from out here in Minnesota 
is going to come down and upset the Congress of the United States, 
nor do I have any intention of trying to do so." 
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Spivak persisted. "In short; if he lets the civil rights program drop, 
you're going to let it drop along with him?" 

Humphrey; "Oh no, I wouldn't say that, I don't think the President 
is going to let the civil rights program drop and we're not going to 
let it drop." 

Then he was asked: "Well, I gather then, Senator, that yon don't 
expect to introduce this civil rights legislation in Congress yourself?** 

Humphrey: "Well, I frankly haven't had much time to think about 
introducing any legislation into the Senate of the United States. I 
intend to be down there and I will surely co-operate with those that 
want to go along with such a program in their six-year term, may 
I say, and maybe in six years a man will get his feet pretty well on 
the ground." 

In recent years Humphrey has sought particularly to avoid being 
self-righteous toward Southern Democrats. He does not pronounce 
moral judgments on them and avoids castigating them personaHy. 
He is aware that many well-educated and well-traveled Southern 
leaders are themselves unprejudiced and enlightened men who are 
doing the best they can to advance their civil rights problem in the 
gradual way they sincerely believe to be the best. Humphrey cannot 
be called a "gradualist,** but even when he may disagree most 
strongly he does not now step up on a pedestal and take the at- 
titude that one big vote in which "people stand up and be counted** 
can materially advance human rights. 

A freshman senator in 1949 was supposed to keep comparatively 
quiet during his first months or years of office. In fact there was an 
unwritten rule that it would be better if he did not make any 
speeches for the first six months. (This rule has largely gone by the 
boards, as the inflow of new senators from the West in 1958 swept 
away most of the barriers.) The average citizen has no idea how 
closely the United States Senate tries to observe traditions, how seri- 
ously it takes itself as a kind of dub in which the members must 
observe a certain code. It is easy to picture the Supreme Court as a 
place where rituals are followed, all regulations carefully observed, 
and tradition is enormously respected. The citizen looking at the 
Senate, however, remembers something he saw in a television hear- 
ing, or visiting the gallery as a tourist and seeing people aimlessly 
milling to and fro, or a particular senator out campaigning at a corn- 
husking contest and in an undignified way belting the daylights out 
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of Ms opponent in a Fourth of July speech. Nonetheless, the Senate 
in Its own home m the Capitol is a very sedate and solemn place. 
And most certainly every senator is considered to have a duty to the 
Senate as well as to his constituents and to the nation. 

Young Senator Humphrey, before he was well settled at his desk, 
was asked whether he was going to be able to keep quiet in his 
first few months and whether that silence wouldn't kill him. He said 
that he was going to speak out when he felt like it and that you 
couldn't govern speech and political issues merely by the calendar. 
So much for the old six months rule! 

Hie old king buffalo of the Senate, it must be believed, were not 
one bit womed about the impact of this latest example of "the sons 
of the wild jackass." It would not be true to say they were not irri- 
tated, but they were not truly upset. They thought-correctiy as it 
tamed outthat this young man would very shortly get his come- 
uppance. The Senate through many decades has developed ways of 
dealing with people who are a little too rough about rocking the 
boat 

Perhaps even more distressing, so far as his political future was 
concerned, was the fact that Senator Humphrey was less than per- 
fect at making himself understood by the Senate press corps. In 
Minneapolis, Art Naftalin tad shown him how to manage his press 
relations smoothly. He had had good publicity even in his first 
amateurish campaign in 1943. Yet in a poll in which Washington 
newspapermen voted for the most able senator, the most popular 
senator, and so on, the junior senator from Minnesota was shown to 
be personally unpopular with several influential Washington report- 
ers. Perhaps this was fortunate because it made clear to Humphrey 
that he was doing something wrong. 

He called in veteran newspapermen and asked them what he 
should do to improve his press relations. (In much the same way, on 
his extraordinary tour of the Middle East in 1957, he made it a prac- 
tice to call in reporters to get their candid appraisals of the local 
situation, as perhaps opposed to those of the State Department.) 
Those who have been on the transmitting end of such an exchange 
say that he can be as exceptional a listener as he is a talker. He does 
not argue, he races ahead to ask the next question, but he hears 
very clearly the points that are made. 

Many interviewers through the years have found that Humphrey 
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can use Ms glib articulation perhaps BBconsdoiisly as a smoke 
screen. But he can also relapse into candor so complete that even 
hardened journalists feel lie should be protected. They find them- 
selves softening his remarks so that an interview that seems to have 
developed into a private conversation won't be printed. 

In his early appearances on the Senate floor Humphrey was hit- 
ting a new stride as an orator and to some extent he still has this 
extra fire, although he may not see his villains and his heroes in the 
same black-and-white way. As he moved onto the national stage he 
was more nervous but also more confident It was inevitable that 
sometimes he would be overconfident. 

Owing to the prolonged interruption in his education, Humphrey 
was slightly older than people usually are when they first go into 
politics. He didn't get into the political arena until relatively late, 
and some of his spirit some of his assets and also some of his early 
mistakescan be attributed to the fact that he was still a novice. 
When he reached the Senate, for example, he had been in politics 
only about six years. How could lie be expected to know the rules 
and the manners? He was not a seasoned and experienced politician, 
and some of the things he did sprang not so much from his basic 
attitudes as from the enthusiasm and radical do-it-now enthusiasm 
of a newcomer. 

This was a period when he would say while attacking the Taft- 
Hartiey law: "I submit that the processes of democracy are as relent- 
less and ever flowing as the tide itself . * . the American people, the 
working people of this country, the people who have been op- 
pressed by this law, are determined that they are going to remove 
this kind of punitive legislation from the statute books, and are de- 
termined that they are going to have something to say about the 
processes of government, because this country is their country, as 
well as it is yours and mine." 

He also would go after "the bankers" in his original primitive way: 
**Mr. President, I am one who believes this nation is as strong , . . 
not as the Chase National Bank, not as the stock market, not even 
as the great powerful corporations, but the nation is only as strong 
as the productivity, the intelligence, the health, and the education 
of its people and, I repeat, of its people. I believe that if we put 
more emphasis upon the human element we will take care of the 
financial element.** 
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On June 14, 1949, lie said, **Mr. President, too many times in this 
country we have been fooled by the golden glow of the painted 
domes of high privilege. Too many times we have been fooled into 
believing that because so many people were wealthy the people of 
the country were strong/* He would ask, "Mr. President, who are 
these high and mighty people who think there is anything in this 
country besides those who really produce, the men who work in the 
shops, in the factory, on the farms? They are the producers. Business 
cannot continue unless people have purchasing power." 

He would say, "This nation is only as strong as its working people 
. . . whose boys and girls need homes, need pork chops, need 
clothes." And he would say that when we consider such major ques- 
tions as labor-management relationships we should realize that "the 
eyes of the world are fixed upon us> the people of other countries 
want to know whether people of this great America are concerned 
about people or about the golden call* 

Surprisingly to some, Humphrey in such speeches as this always 
made the same plea for little business that he made for the farmer 
or the worklngman. In debate on amending Taft-Hartley he said, 
"Business deserves a fair profit . . . but when I speak of business 
I speak of the kind of people I have known those who made this 
country, the drugstores, the grocery stores and the clothing stores. 
They are the ones who made America . . . the big boys have tried to 
pit little business against labor, they have tried to tell the little busi- 
nessmen, like the little contractor in California, that his enemy is 
the union. Someday he will find out who his enemy is ... the little 
businessman will wake up and find out that the only important cus- 
tomers he ever had were those who worked in overalls . . . there 
are not enough corporation directors to keep every store in America 
busy.** 

Humphrey also made a plea in his discussions for the real history 
of the country to be taught in the schools school children should 
learn about unions and "about the Haymarket riots, as well as about 
the Mexican war.** He said that the average American was being 
given the wrong impression of that "period in American history from 
1920 to 1929, the period of normalcy, the period of prosperity. What 
was happening? This country was being ditched, dammed and 
drained; a little money was being made in the stock market by a 
few, the unions were destroyed, fanners were liquidated, small 
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businessmen were destroyed by the thousands, banks failed afl over 
the country. It was a great period. It is strange about these great 
periods. They seem to be great to a handful of people who are not 
so great" 

In those first months as senator he surprised everyone by spending 
a great deal of time with his constituents, even on apparently trivial 
matters. Every senator is pleased to meet and be photographed with 
a touring high school senior class, the visiting choirs, and the 4-H 
Club winners who descend on the capital, particularly in the spring 
tourist season. But Humphrey remains one of the few senators who 
will take time out of his frantic schedule to discuss national and 
world affairs with high school and college students. They pose for 
the photographers, to be sure, but then Humphrey starts the discus- 
sion. He soon puts them at their ease, although sometimes they don't 
get too much of a chance to ask questions. They ask one good ques- 
tion and the senator is off. In a few moments he has led them through 
the United Nations, the underprivileged countries, the importance 
of grass-roots democracy, the separation of powers in the American 
government, and perhaps, as his opponents claim, a couple of refer- 
ences to the Magna Carta and the Gettysburg Address. At the same 
time, in a curious way, he seems to pick up information from these 
visiting delegations even while he is talking. "That pickup must be 
by radar and telepathy,** said one observer, who cannot be called 
an admirer. 

Sometimes the senator likes to put a cynical or "smarf* interpreta- 
tion on what he does. He will apologize to a visitor, who is per- 
haps arranging a national television show: "Of course youVe got 
a big show you are putting together here, but those high school 
tods were from Minnesota where the votes count" This is said with 
a disarming and deprecatory smile, as if to apologize for the fact 
that a senator has to remember where his support comes from. Lots 
of times, of course, the visiting students really do not have any votes 
(indeed, many of these groups are from Eastern colleges), while the 
television show may reach tens of thousands of persons in Minnesota. 
The senator is just pretending to be concentrating on support He 
doesn't always like to admit that he just loves an audience, particu- 
larly if it is sincerely interested in fundamental questions about na- 
tional policy and war and peace. 

Humphrey often humorously describes himself as a "refugee from 
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the ckssrcx>i3C and comments to college groups that Ms "present job" 
Is so precarious in tenure that he wants to make sure his "credentials 
are still in order.** The truth is that he has almost a compulsion to 
teach, is a Tbom teacher " and apparently most enjoys himself when 
discussing issues with young people. 

In 1949 and 1950, while the old-line senators were taken aback by 
the new junior senator, they had to admit even against their will 
that in the give-and-take of debate on the Senate floor he was among 
the very best of this generation. In due time they would see him 
engaged in absorbing verbal duels with such masters as the late 
Robert A. Taf t Taft had a debating skill that few cared to challenge, 
but Humphrey met that test There were memorable exchanges be- 
tween the two men over the question of amendments to the Taft- 
Harfley Act which veteran senators like to recall "as verbal duels 
which were like you think the Senate ought to be and which it very 
seldom is.* This statement does not mean that either had an over- 
whelming edge in knowledge or debate or articulation; they were 
both first-class performers, and the Senate appreciated that among 
their other qualities. 

Humphrey's first months in the Senate would make a fascinating 
study for any political scientist, psychologist, or citizen seeking to 
understand our form of government. 

His own explanation of how he has changed since those first 
months is that he has learned more, that obviously his attitudes are 
different now that he has been in the Senate for a while than when 
he first entered it, and that his early methods and speeches were 
probably all right for that stage in his career. To some on the left it 
has sometimes appeared that he compromised his basic views or at 
least "became more like the others/* And to critics of the center and 
right of the political spectrum, it has appeared that he changed into 
a mature and responsible power in the Senate* 

It is interesting and more than a little frustrating to see how the 
fact that a man has changed confuses some of hfc audience and some 
of the voters. There are those who feel that Humphrey is and al- 
ways was a "wild man/* and there are others in the liberal blocs of 
the party who feel that he has become an important working part 
of a governmental scheme of things that is not pushing needed re- 
forms. He has lost friends at both ends of the Democratic party but 
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he seems to have kept most of Ms early support and won new sup- 
port from moderate elements* 

Humphrey believes that people in politics get stereotyped too 
quickly. He says he used to be considered a flaming radical and that 
he almost had to live up to that; he Tiad to act that way** and make 
"tough** speeches or he would not have been perceived at all As he 
moderated his method and tone he received hundreds o letters from 
voters over the country asking, <e What happened to you?** or "Have 
you sold out?" Humphrey's view is that to some extent a politician 
becomes a prisoner of people's expectations. Those who have sup- 
ported him as a certain kind of person have some right to expect 
that he will remain that way, but Humphrey reserves the right to 
learn and to change! His integrity and ability to learn from ex- 
perience required him to change some of his basic attitudes and to 
make several major changes in his methods. Naturally he and his 
friends believe these were changes for the better, changes to meet 
realities. 

When he was new in the Senate the main thing that liberals knew 
about him was that he was a dynamo of energy with basically right 
attitudes on civil rights, housing, Taft-Harfley reform, and other lib- 
eral objectives of the day. 

There are many people in Washington who will seize upon a new 
face, "a new leader," and do their best to feed him material, intro- 
duce him to people, find people who will write his speeches, and 
so forth. For a time Humphrey was besieged by liberal lawyers, la- 
bor people, government experts, organizations, and lobbyists for 
causes. They would give Trim research material, facts, and briefings 
on all their causes. And they still do so today; various groups the 
Quakers, the fallout experts, the proponents of federal aid to edu- 
cationconsider him the senator who listens most knowledgeably. 

His staff agrees that he always feels a final decision is up to him: 
it is not going to be decided by a group and he is not going to be 
budged too far by any clever argument, nor is he ever going to be 
dominated by a parson on his staff. Therefore, in a logical but para- 
doxical way, he is perhaps freer than other bosses to listen and to 
let an adviser make his point with as much freedom as he wishes* 
His general attitude might be summarized thus: **I want to know 
precisely what you think, it won't bother me any if it is opposed to 
my ideas; when I sit down to decide what I think I know I will do 
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it all by myself anyway, so tell me freely what's on your mind" The 
foregoing words are not quoted from the senator but are descriptive 
of Ms attitude as described by his assistants. 

Humphrey did not have then and never has had any one particular 
adviser or even two or three who are genuine quarterbacks for his 
team. FranHM Roosevelt had Louis Howe and Harry Hopkins and 
in another way Sam Rosenman. At different times many persons 
had the ability to sway the President quite considerably, even 
though Roosevelt, too, was an independent operator who knew what 
he wanted to do and how to do it Though his advisers had an enor- 
mous influence, they did not approach the unparalleled influence 
Shennan Adams had on the domestic policies of President Eisen- 
hower, 

There are a number of persons for whom Humphrey has the great- 
est respect and to whom he listens with interest, but none of them 
has ever approached the position of really master-minding what the 
senator wfll do next In the first place Humphrey does not often 
calculate his future course. He is more of a lone operator, it would 
seem, than any recent presidential contender. 

However, he does not suffer from lack of candid advice. He has 
been told that many of his speeches are "too corn/' or "too long." 
Humphrey, perhaps deliberately, often warms up the average au- 
dience with broad jokes and "inspiring references** that can only be 
compared to commencement addresses or Fourth of July speeches. 
In the latter part of these addresses he may become much more 
serious and move to a higher plane. He claims that these are good 
tactics and logical, and that one has to win an audience and "get 
them on your side* before they can be led on to a particular proposal 
or a vote for a particular man. He also disagrees with what he con- 
siders "overly sophisticated people" who do not realize just how 
popular commencement speeches and Fourth of July talks are with 
the great American public, Many people consider them boring, but 
the commencement speeches are here to stay. Humphrey should 
know because each year he gives not one but a dozen commence- 
ment speeches. 

His assistants have also lectured him for years about being on 
time. They say that of course it is pleasant for his audience if he 
lingers after a speech to shake hands and meet everybody. And if he 
is getting into a taxi and a police officer asks him something about 
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Russia, nothing could be more democratic and vote-winning^ 
thai spot than for the senator to explain some of the finer points of 
negotiation with the Russians. But as Ms assistants have pointed out, 
this little discussion with a few people on the curb is making him 
late at another meeting hall where four hundred people are waiting 
for him. Fundamentally, this is a rudeness to the four hundred peo- 
ple, who have been promised a Humphrey appearance and are be- 
coming restive. 

Humphrey listens attentively to these lectures. But time after time 
he leaves one place late for another, arrives kte and dashes in full 
of energy, his coattails flying. If given half a chance he speedily 
makes friends all over again with the people who have become im- 
patient 

"I will say this," said one assistant. "He has never been late for a 
network television broadcast and he has never been late for an ap- 
pointment with the President But as regards the White House, a 
couple of times he has just about given me heart failure." It would 
be considered quite a serious affront if a senator showed up kte for 
an appointment with a President When it comes to leaving airports, 
his staff has been known to telephone and ask that a scheduled 
flight be held up a few moments; the senator is on his way but will 
be a few minutes late. When he gets there he may very likely make 
the entire planeload feel amused and then grateful for the wait 

Various people have tried to set Mm straight on punctuality and 
the related matter of speaking too long. Sometimes he appears to 
agree with them on the latter point, but emotionally he disagrees; 
there is something about a longer speech that is quite different from 
a "talk.** He believes that people in the Middle West have a tradi- 
tion of long political speeches. "It helps them to judge a man, to see 
what intellectual and physical endurance he has, 3 * says the senator. 
TPerhaps they want to see how his mind works when he has been 
on his feet awhile and has run out of notes. They know about ghosts 
notes could be prepared by a staff member but when a man has 
been on his feet beyond an hour then he'd better be able to think 
for himself.** It would seem tihat Humphrey believes a man who is 
a good speaker on his feet has some of the prime qualities needed 
in politics. These points come to his mind when he thinks of Nikita 
Khrushchev, as we shall see later. 

Humphrey likes to learn new things and there was a period when 
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he tried voraciously to assimilate facts and programs on all phases of 
government and proposed reforms. He made many speeches and 
seemed to convey a cMp-on-the-shoulder attitude. Other senators 
might not have minded his speeches being fiery and cocky, but 
they certainly did take exception to Ms self-righteously implying 
that sometimes bis opponents were in the grip of "special interests." 

Not only did he constantly advise the Senate on what it might 
do* and through the press corps try to counsel other parts of Wash- 
ington on what ought to be done, but during the 1949 recess he 
toured the country, speaking and raising money for Americans for 
Democratic Action. This organization has a special place in his heart. 
At the present time it has scarcely no political power, but Hum- 
phrey will not say so in so many words and he never, even when it 
was most unpopular, thought he should resign from it. He believed 
in what it stood for, he was proud of some of its accomplishments. 
He was impressed originally because of its success, in many instances, 
in establishing liberalism in organizations and communities after bit- 
ter battles in which the non-Cominunists and non-fellow travelers 
had met and routed Communist sympathizers. Later he was elected 
chairman of Americans for Democratic Action, and to some extent 
he brought a more practical political line into that group of intellec- 
tuals and "eggheads." 

In 1949, ADA was anathema to the old-line political pros. Skating 
around the country on behalf of ADA did not increase Humphrey's 
standing in the Senate. 

But TUttle Hubert" was involved in much more than that in his 
early Senate days. 

He had been outspoken for the reform of political parlies. In fact 
he espoused ideas that would have allowed Congress' seniority sys- 
tem to be scrapped. He urged that Senate rules be changed to allow 
debate to be cut off and filibustering abolished, so the legislation to 
create FEPC could be passed. He was in favor of tighter regulation 
of lobbies and political campaign funds. He himself introduced legis- 
lation for these things and for presidential preferential primaries. 

Some of these proposals would greatly have upset established po- 
litical forms and conventions if they had been acted upon and they 
struck rather directly at his fellow senators* familiar channels of 
support 

So he was considered a disturbing influence in so far as he had 
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any Influence. And most galling of all was the uncompromising way 
in which lie often behaved when senators approached Mm. He now 
admits he could be quite unbending in those days* But the Senate 
works by means of hundreds of deals in which one group says, T 
you vote for this we'll vote for that,** or "Well hold back on this if 
you'll go for this later." Most of these do not involve giving up a 
chance to win on a point of principle. 

Humphrey really became quite unpopular and it was said that 
sometimes the Republicans would lie low waiting for Humphrey to 
speak for some subject. They knew that this would pick up Southern 
Democratic votes for them faster than any speeches they might 
make. 

Some people bitterly disliked him and it was not only those who 
were "in the grip of special interests.** 

Looking back on this period, Humphrey feels that he certainly 
made some mistakes. But most of the things for which he fought he 
still believes in and he felt that it was important to make a public 
fight for them. More than that, so far as his own position and his 
present power to get things done are concerned, he rather tends to 
feel that through this speaking and infighting and initiating of pro- 
posals he established a public reputation to some extent on a na- 
tional scale. By the time he began to get along better with fellow 
senators he also had some reputation behind him. No one can argue 
with the proposition that on the Hill today are many capable sena- 
tors, serving their first or second terms, who have been rather quiet, 
who have observed all the rules, but who are not well known and 
never will be. Humphrey's name is not a household word from coast 
to coast but his name is reckoned with in all professional political 
circles. He feels this is due partly to the fact that when lie arrived 
on the national scene he arrived working and talking and fighting 
and appeared to be in a hurry to get things done. 

Some observers say that a senator can emphasize his constituency 
back home or he can see the Senate itself or the nation or a par- 
ticular part of it as a constituency. Humphrey planned to be a 
leader of the liberal voters of the nation, and the liberals were his 
constituents. Once lie was firmly established in that position, he 
could give more emphasis to his Senate constituency, and for years 
now he has paid attention to all of his "districts.* 

The dislike and distrust that some powerful senators had for him 
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did not torn oat to be fatal-and in fact was not permanent: today 
he is one of the most popular men in the Senate. However, his critics 
still say that he came dose to talking himself not into fame but into 
oblivion. It is also said that a certain amount of mistrust of him ex- 
ists in top political circles. At least his friends and foes and he him- 
self agree on the low point of his Senate career. 

The United States Senate sometimes appears careless of its in- 
tegrity and dignity. It has tolerated many different kinds of people, 
including outrageously dishonest demagogues. Yet the traditions of 
the Senate, human and fallible in execution, seek to preserve a cer- 
tain code. These few score men must work with each other for years 
at a time, often under stress. There is a ritual and respect for fel- 
low senators that tradition deems essential to the management of 
their complicated and often burdensome responsibilities. 

Of course them is room for argument as to whether the Senate is 
not sometimes concerned with dignity when it thinks it is concerned 
with integrity. And at other times it seems to strive for a fagade of 
false dignity at the very time it is most disorganized. In the case of 
Senator Joseph McCarthy, it was widely noticed that McCarthy had 
done untold damage to the executive side of the government, to this 
country, and to its people, but it was only when the Senate felt that 
he had brought shame upon the Senate that at last a vote of censure 
was taken. This may show a parochial sense of dignity, but does it 
show a sense of proportion? 

In any case^ senators do have a sense of dedication to the Senate. 
Long-term senators sometimes become devoted to that temple of 
government as their spiritual home and consider its rules and tradi- 
tions as important as those of the constituents who sent them there 
in the first place. In this sense Senators might be compared to those 
ambassadors who have served a long time in one country and be- 
come so sympathetic to its ways and language that they have to be 
recalled. So one might ask, Isn't the Senate part of the United 
States? Yes, but it sometimes behaves as if it were a small but very 
powerful country of its own. 

The Senate has many ways and degrees of putting a member in 
his place. So, after a year, many old members of the Senate felt that 
Humphrey's self-righteousness and manner of proposing measures 
that would shake up their basic sources of strength called for some 
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form of discipline. Their rationale was to show him that after all he 
had to live with them. 

Then in 1950 Humphrey took on a fight with Senator Harry Byrd 
of Virginia. While Byrd and Humphrey are both Democrats they 
are at opposite ends of the political scale. For years Senator Byrd 
had been chairman of a joint committee on non-essential expendi- 
tures in the executive branch. UnofficiaEy, Byrd was practically a 
competitor of the Budget Director of the United States, in so far as 
his reputation and achievements for economy and thrift were con- 
cerned. He had conducted many investigations on "non-essential ex- 
penditures" of the government. Quite often those he considered 
frivolous or unnecessary were welfare programs close to the liberal 
heart. Byrd is also quite different in personality and temperament 
from Humphrey and, far from being interested in a hundred differ- 
ent things., had become virtually a monomaniac on the subject of 
thrift in government and elimination of waste. 

There is another committee, the Senate Government Operations 
Committee, of which Humphrey was and is a member. This also 
looks over the general administration of government and Humphrey 
got the idea that Senator Byrd's committee was a duplication it 
was superfluous and redundant and could be abolished. Very likely 
he was right in the abstract. But in the Senate he was way off the 
beam. 

Many New Deal senators had cordially disagreed with Senator 
Byrd through the years, but he had been a Senator a long time 
and had even been chairman of his pet joint committee during 
Republican-controlled Congresses. Humphrey was striking at Byrd 
although he meant mainly to strike at the committee. He wanted to 
make a positive contribution to a more liberal assessment of govern- 
ment expenditures for liberal causes, but the point the Senate saw 
was that he was striking at a revered figure, implying that his work 
was superfluous, 

Humphrey had observed the courtesy of notifying Byrd, who was 
at home in Virginia, that he was to speak on the subject, but he did 
not wait for Byrd to arrive in the Senate before he introduced the 
resolution and made his remarks urging that the committee be dis- 
banded. Thereafter from time to time Humphrey placed additional 
arguments in the appendix of the Congressional Record. 

Finally, on March 2, 1950, Senator Byrd arose and f or an hour and 
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a half defended Ms ccmralttee and castigated Humphry Other 
seiiators would interrupt Byrd in a benevolent way with the kind of 
flowery questions designed only to show their support or to bring 
out an additional point to bolster Byrd's arguments. Reporters began 
to fil the gallery as word got around that something unusual was 
happening. Obviously the old buffalo of the Senate had decided to 
join shoulder to shoulder to present an almost solid front against the 
young buffalo from Minnesota. Senator after senator chimed in with 
Senator Byrd, with purple passages beginning with f agade questions, 
such as, T would like to ask the senator from Virginia if it is not 
also true that the beneficial result of ..." All these are ways of say- 
ing, "He too," so the senator who has the floor will be reinforced. 
"I thank the junior senator, he is quite right, et cetera, et cetera." 

While this flood of viscid prose became ever wider, but not neces- 
sarily deeper, Humphrey was vainly trying to get the floor but was 
not being recognized Whoa all possible compliments had been ex- 
changed, Byrd yielded the floor to Humphrey. 

The best debater Spink County ever saw rose and began his 
counterattack, but he was dismayed to see that Byrd and almost all 
the other senators were walking pointedly out of the chamber. They 
had planned to give him his comeuppance. 

Humphrey made his speech to a dwindling number of reporters in 
the press galleay and a few liberal colleagues such as Senator Doug- 
las. Other senators and Humphrey himself agree that this was the 
low point of his Senate career. The old buffalo had made a deliberate 
and successful effort to humiliate the newcomer and teach him a 
lesson. 

The old buffalo watched with interest to see how he would take 
it and whether he understood that they thought they had had to do 
this for his own good and that of the Senate. 

The young buffalo limped away from this encounter and did a 
good deal of thinking. He was badly bruised but not crushed flat 
There were worse things they could have done. There were more 
minor things they might have done if he had been more minor. From 
that point on he began to gain in popularity with his fellow senators. 
He cut down on his speechmaldng and tried to cover a few subjects 
more thoroughly instead of many subjects rather quickly and super- 
ficially. 

Humphrey has always liked to win. As an assistant has said, *He 
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likes to be right, but lie likes to win; lie really does not enjoy being 
right and losing,** By 1954, according to the clerk of the Senate, Hum- 
phrey had his name on more amendments, many of them crucial, 
some of them initiated by him, than any other senator. He had 
learned a great deal about the realities of getting particular measures 
through the Senate. By the time he returned, solidly re-elected, in 
1954 many other senators were turning to him for advice. He had 
become something of a diplomat, the man whom conservative sena- 
tors asked to speak to the liberal group, the man to whom the liberals 
entrusted their case, to secure whatever concessions could be secured 
from the conservative group. There is little question among other 
senators or the press gallery that Humphrey today enjoys the esteem 
of the Senate. His fellow senators can readily teU the difference be- 
tween oratory or merely clever debate and that rarer thing, the 
speech and discussion of a man who is saturated in a certain subject 
The Senate greatly admires a man who tackles a complex subject 
and who knows how to present its intricacies clearly and forcefully 
toward a given end. Humphrey, like the late Senator Taft, or Van- 
denberg, Millikin of Colorado, or the late Senator McMahon on 
atomic energy, is listened to on a number of subjects, as a man who 
knows what he is talking about. 

This is quite an achievement, and it is the more remarkable since 
Humphrey still remains a personal operator, a soloist. 

The art of being a senator requires independence, a strong per- 
sonality, and individualityand that a man be able to get along witfo 
other individualists. But even in this gallery of special men, nearly 
all of whom are capable of operating as independent persons, Hum- 
phrey is distinguished as a lone operator. 

Only he knows what he may do next. Nearly always it will be 
something that he wants to do and believes he should do. Very sel- 
dom will he do something of which a team or an adviser has con- 
vinced Mrp against his will. The Senate now respects this quality in 
him, and he pays other senators the courtesies of the Senate and 
since that comeuppance day he credits them with some degree of 
integrity too. 

Through a series of rare circumstances Humphrey changed com- 
mittee assignments twice in the 83rd Congress. This is exceptional 
for a man in his first Senate term. 

At the beginning of the 8yd Congress he was given a post on the 
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Senate Foreign Halations Committee, an assignment most senators 
would covet, and in which Humphrey of course had a special in- 
terest 

In January there had been a meeting at the White House between 
three members of the outgoing Administration-President Truman, 
Secretary of State Acheson, and Mutual Security Administrator 
Averell Hazriman with the then Minority Leader, Senator Lyndon 
Johnson of Texas. They discussed the fact that Senators Robert Taft, 
William Knowland, Homer Ferguson, and William Langer, all con- 
sidered isolationists, were to be given places by the Republicans on 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. It seemed obvious that 
Taft would dominate the committee unless he were challenged. 

Truman and Acheson felt that there should be an energetic, articu- 
late, liberal Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee and 
Humphrey was the man they wanted. Johnson checked with Hum- 
phrey and arranged to have him assigned to lie committee if pos- 
sible. However, Humphrey would have to give up his position on 
flie Labor and Welfare Committee, which would be serious for him 
in view of the importance of labor legislation and labor support He 
would, however, be able to keep a seat on the Government Opera- 
tions Committee where liberal Democrats were also needed. At this 
period McCarthy had begun to ride high and the Government Op- 
erations Committee needed men like Symington, Henry Jackson, 
and Humphrey to do whatever they could to stem the McCarthy 
tide. 

With the Republicans coining into power after the elections of 
1952 in which Eisenhower won by such a sweep, the Democratic 
senators would be reduced from three committee posts to two and 
it had been decided that if a senator were put on one of the most 
sought-after committees Appropriations or Foreign Relationsthen 
his other post would be on a so-called minor committee. Thus Hum- 
phrey knew that when the new Congress convened he would have 
to lose his prized membership on the Agriculture Committee. When 
the Truman-Acheson move started him toward the Foreign Relations 
Committee he realized that he was also going to lose his member- 
ship on the Labor Committee. It was quite a serious behind-the- 
scenes thing for Humphrey and he had to make up his mind rather 
swiftly. 

One factor that predisposed Humphrey in favor of the change 
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was the thought that Congressman Walter Judd, a foreign affairs 
expert, might be Humphreys opponent in 1954 and in running 
against him it would be important for Humphrey to iiave foreign 
relations experience. 

As William S. White put it in The Taft Story, it was clear that 
Taft was now going to take "a very great interest in foreign affairs.** 

Taft had sacrificed a place on his beloved Finance Committee to 
move over to Foreign Relations and, according to White, "he went 
... in the spirit of a man who is leaving what he likes for something 
he has always disliked; in the spirit of responding to the grim call 
of duty. He regarded the Chairman of Foreign Relations, Republi- 
can Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin as far from 'safe/ He once told 
me as much . . * thought the Chairman was by any standard too 
pliably internationalist. . , ." 

Lyndon Johnson was able to get both Humphrey and also another 
new senator commonly considered a liberal, Mike Mansfield, spots 
on the committee. Johnson later said that he was criticized by Texas 
newspapers for giving such a choice assignment to a man like Hum- 
phrey. Characteristically, Johnson arranged a new policy of giving 
each new senator a major post 

Before the final meeting of the steering committee that was to 
make the arrangements, Humphrey did his best to reach the most 
interested national labor leader by phone, without success. Hum- 
phrey's legislative assistant, Max Kampelman, who had many per- 
sonal contacts in the labor movement, called other labor people in 
Washington to explain the shift and was told by one that it could 
be fixed tip with the number i man because "whaf s good for Hum- 
phrey is good for us." 

There were a few labor leaders in Minnesota who felt that Hum- 
phrey had made a mistake and left them behind when he moved 
3ver to Foreign Relations. But Humphrey has continued to interest 
Wmself in labor legislation and his labor record is still considered 
Dutstanding. 

Humphrey got from Johnson a promise that he could get back on 
he Agriculture Committee if a vacancy occurred. This came up in 
^lay 1954, with the death of Senator Clyde Hoey of North Carolina, 
[ten Humphrey really had choice assignments in which he could 
sarn and work. He had to leave the Government Operations Cam- 
littee, but he had Foreign Relations in which, to use his words, he 
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could *be a statesman,** and he could and did make farm policy Ms 
chief legislative and political emphasis for some time. 

By fhis time lie was also on the select: Small Business Committee, 
which has "been a long-time interest of his. 

There was a time early in his Senate career when Humphrey was 
not overly informed on farm problems and the intricacies of the 
flexible farm price support proposals. But he had fought for a liberal 
farm policy for many years, he had lived in a fanning community 
and in fact spent summers on the farm, so that he never regarded 
farmers as them but always as part of us. 

When he was appointed to the Agriculture Committee shortly be- 
fore it was coming to key work and key votes on the price support 
program, he knew that his would be the deciding vote. This was ike 
time to get a better understanding about farm policy, which he had 
been studying and working on for two years. Moreover, he is par- 
ticularly emphatic about the family farm he agrees with Jefferson 
that the small landholder is a backbone of democracy. Humphrey 
believes, paradoxically, that there should be many kinds of govern- 
ment help, to keep this independent farmer prosperous. 

It was late in 195^ that he decided agriculture would be the chief 
campaign issue for 1954* He spent a lot of time talking about his 
farm program in speeches in his home state; in fact most of his effort 
was concentrated on the farm vote. His decision has been corrobo- 
rated in many ways and no doubt it contributed to the large majority 
by which he was re-elected 

Many people study Humphrey, and several of these students have 
maintained that THubert is many things, but there is one thing he 
never ishe is never calculating" 

According to this theory, Humphrey looks ahead and plans but 
he does not really scheme. He does not calculate, he does not work 
hard to manipulate people in a premeditated way. 

This writer asked Mm> "Do you agree that you aren't a calculating 
person?** 

He hesitated a little, and allowed that yes, that was probably true. 

But an hour later he said, 111 tell you, there are two or three 
things I really believe I have calculated, I believe you could call 
them calculating." 

And here is one of them "the Youngdahl appointment." 
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One of the strangest political and social acquaintanceships of 
Minnesota's history existed between the mayor of Minneapolis and 
"the Yonngdahl family.** But no one foresaw what it would eventu- 
ally lead to: a striking play involving the legislative, judicial, and ex- 
ecutive branches of government and including the President of the 
United States. 

Humphrey had long been acquainted with the Eev. Reuben 
Youngdahl, who served as chairman of the Council on Human Re- 
lations while Humphrey was mayor of Minneapolis. At this time he 
also knew, rather slightly, the minister's brother, Luther YoungdahL 

Luther was becoming one of the top Republican leaders, the great- 
est vote-getter Minnesota Republicans had had in recent times. 
When Luther seemed to be headed for the governorship, Reuben 
suggested to Humphrey that it was inappropriate for him to con- 
tinue to serve. Of course, the council, working on civil rights, had 
no partisan political tinge. The Youngdahls were all Republicans, and 
Humphrey knew that when Reuben was appointed. But one doesn't 
think of a minister's politics, and the whole idea of the council was 
alien to politics. Even after Youngdahl defeated Humphrey's friend 
Charles Halsted and became governor, Humphrey would not hear 
of Reuben resigning, although the minister sincerely thought his 
staying might hurt Humphrey or his brother. 

"I really need you, it makes you more valuable than ever," Hum- 
phrey said. "I want this council to be clear above all politics. Of 
course it would be embarrassing if I got into public controversy with 
Luther . . . but I won'tl About the only issue would be some munici- 
pal matter something the city wanted from the state and city- 
versus-state arguments axe more or less normal. Ill tell you what. At 
any time I think I might have a head-on collision with Luther Til let 
you both know in plenty of time for you all to decide what to do 
about it But I don't think it will ever happen." 

This approach only drew Humphrey closer to the Youngdahls. 

As time went by, however, it appeared more and more likely that 
Humphrey and Governor Youngdahl would eventually square off 
and in the most head-on collision one could expect in politics. 

More and more Republicans saw Youngdahl as their best man to 
run for senator in 1954, and they thought he had an excellent chance 
to defeat Humphrey. As Humphrey tells it, Youngdahl had liberal 
views, many of them the same as Humphrey's, and they both knew 
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it would be a tough campaign, a fight neither D them wanted. 
Neither would feel right telling the voters that the otter man would 
be a disaster if elected. Ray Ewald, a Minneapolis businessman, 
acted as an intermediary between the governor and the senator, in 
giving each a subtle sense of the other's interests. 

So when Humphrey read one day that a federal judge, T. Alan 
Goldsborough, had retired he knew exactly what spectacular play 
he hoped to bring off. 

Months before this, Humphrey had heard that YoungdahTs health 
was not absolutely tiptop, that his doctor had nrg,ed him to take 
things somewhat easier. Humphrey had also had the word that if 
Youngdahl could ever be considered for a federal judgeship he 
might be extremely interested. At one point, long before the actual 
Judicial vacancy came up, Max Kampelman, as a strategist for Hum- 
phrey, went with the senator to a White House appointment Near 
the aid of the conference Humphrey asked, "Do yoa know our gov- 
ernor, Mr. President?* Mr. Truman was already impressed by Young- 
dahl. Nothing was spelled out at this time, but Humphrey was en- 
couraged to go ahead planning his stratagem and keeping his eyes 
open for an appointment that might be filled by Governor Young- 
dahL 

Democratic senators do not ordinarily work hard to advocate the 
appointment of Republican governors to the federal judiciary. And 
was there anything in the picture to suggest that H arry S. Truman, 
one of the most partisan Presidents in history, would care to appoint 
a Republican to the bench? 

The astute political observer would say yes because every Presi- 
dent would like to have another senator for sure. And it happened 
that Youngdahl, like Truman, was a national leader in the Shrine. 
There was more to it than that. Truman had visited Minnesota, he 
had met Youngdahl, and he liked him personally. And there was 
something even more emphatic in his favor so far as Truman was 
concerned. 

When Truman dismissed General Douglas MacAjrthur many Re- 
publican leaders had assafled him as an irresponsible civilian pre- 
sumptuously taking out of Korea one of the greatest military men of 
all time. Some Republican governors had even signed a statement 
condemning the dismissal. Governor Youngdahl had laot only refused 
to sign that condemnation but had gone out of his way to write Mr. 
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Truman a letter approving his action as perfectly logical in the Amer- 
ican tradition of the ascendancy of the civilian power over the 
military. The President is the Commander-in-Chief of the armed 
services, and Youngdahl had been able to see this perfectly clearly 
in spite of the smoke screen of partisan battle. 

Seeing things clearly is the finest trait one could wish for in a 
federal judge, Truman may well have mused to himself. The Presi- 
dent had a fine memory for anyone who had ever befriended him 
(or, for that matter, opposed him), 

When Humphrey telephoned him, his neat idea appealed in- 
stantly to Truman, who urged that Youngdahl be brought into town 
immediately. "Of course I must meet him, and talk to him right away, 
and of course there must be nothing said about the matter to any- 
one. w 

Both men knew that if news of the proposal leaked a storm might 
blow up from both the Republican and the Democratic camps. 

Very few people besides Bill Sinoms, Muriel, and the President 
knew of Humphrey's idea when he telephoned Youngdahl. 

The governor was on vacation, at a hunting lodge far in the 
northern Minnesota country. When Humphrey reached him he was 
speaking over a country party line. The connection was poor, and 
Humphrey knew that the whole countryside might be listening. He 
still laughs out loud when he thinks of that phone call and his efforts 
to speak in code. 

"Luther, if you read the newspaper you'll see that there is a big 
chair waiting for somebody. . . . Luther, can you come to Washing- 
ton right away? I want to take you to see a very important friend of 
mine, Luther, I mean a very important friend. . . ? 

Eventually Humphrey impressed upon the governor that he must 
call back immediately on a private phone, and then the senator was 
able to make arrangements for their early morning call at the White 
House. Under the code name of Smith, Humphrey got the governor 
a room at the Mayflower Hotel. They were to enter the White 
House by a side door, so that if nothing ever came of this Mr. Smith 
could go home without anyone knowing that his name had almost 
changed from Governor Smith to Judge Smith. 

Humphrey did, however, alert the Washington correspondents of 
Minnesota newspapers, and it still rankles him to think that they 
did not immediately get excited about this "blind date." "You would 



156 THIS IS HUMPHREY 

think they would have been keen to go tip there/* lie said, "if I told 
them their senator was going to see the President and might have 
something to say afterwards." The reporters were hot that morning 
for a postal rate hearing that involved some Minnesotans. 

The conversation with the Bresident didn't take long, and quickly 
covered MacArthur, the Shrine, fishing in Minnesota, and legal 
background. Truman of course had had YoungdahTs education and 
experience checked through the usual channels. The matter was 
soon settled, the offer made and accepted. 

Then an ebullient Humphrey and Youngdahl, both of them facing 
a more secure future, went out to give the news to the startled press. 
The Minnesota papers gave it a somewhat larger play than the 
postal rate hearing. 

Humphrey's voice becomes high-pitched as he remembers, "And 
the Republicans just went crazy!" 

The Democrats were also surprised, but the story went by the 
grapevine to the last county chairman in a matter of hours, so that 
they fully appreciated what this meant in terms of the party hold 
on the fob of senator. It has proved to mean a great deal through 
the years. 

Those who always want to ask one more question may be some- 
what puzzled as to why Youngdahl did it Many reasons could be 
advanced. There are very few lawyers who would not leave almost 
any other future in order to become a federal judge, with a good 
salary, position of status in the community, and wonderful retire- 
ment pay. And health may well have been a factor. He certainly has 
seemed robust since he came to Washington, but the hurly-burly of 
elective office might have been bad for him. 

One should not overlook the possibility that Humphrey felt that 
Luther would make an excellent judge, and Luther felt that Hum- 
phrey was doing a perfectly good job as senator from Minnesota. 

Thousands agree with both judgments. 

The reader should put that into his calculations. And the Min- 
nesota DFL party is forever indebted to General of the Army 
Douglas MacArthur, for without fa Youngdahl might never have 
written Truman that fan letter. 



CHAPTER XII 



Champion of Bills 



As some observers see it, compromising or striking a balance isn't 
just sometimes done in the Senate, it is the very key to understanding 
how the Senate ever gets anything done. This, they insist, is the es- 
sence of learning to be an effective senator. 

This view is stated explicitly by William S. White in his book on 
the Senate, The Citadel, where he discusses Hubert Humphrey's 
change and maturity as he saw it. 

White expresses it thus: 

. . . Hiimphrey had found, and now he illustrated, one o the 
ultimate truths of the Senate. This is that one cannot forever refuse 
there to make any compromise at all and remain a good, or effec- 
tive, member. The art of high negotiation is an absolutely neces- 
sary part of Senatorial equipment For the Institution, as it was 
at its beginning, is something more than a parliamentary body 
engaged upon parliamentary work. It is likewise an assemblage of 
diplomatists, in which each State in a sense sends Ambassadors 
to the Federal Republic, and the function of Ambassadors is not 
to reach proud, violent disagreement; it is, of course, to find ac- 
ceptable agreement. 

To accomplish this and yet not to let down one's principles, 
one's ideals, one's State this is the unique achievement of a good 
Senate man. Because this is the highest requisite, it follows that 
this is no place for the man who has only principle; for every 
genuine political fanatic is simply awash with principle as he un- 
derstands the term. 

Though White seems to believe that the civil rights problem is 
eternal, he says: *lt cannot readily be denied, however, that the 
more moderate Humphrey of the late fifties had, in consequence of 
all that had happened to him, put himself in infinitely better position 
to bring the Senate to adopt some bill in that area." 
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Not every student of the Senate agrees with these observations. 
Speaking of compromise and "the art of high negotiation" as part 
of senatorial equipment, they say, "Yes, he is talking about some- 
thing that goes on, but what he means is 'the art of low negotiation/ " 
To borrow an example from safely across the Atlantic, Winston 
ChurchUl reached one of his finest hours soon after Munich, when 
he did not soften or moderate his views or compromise with those 
honorable colleagues whom he considered honorable dunderheads. 
Churchill was an ambassador from the future, and at that low point 
of British appeasement he considered that his function was to make 
clear Ms "proud, violent disagreement." 

So, to many observers, the gentle art of compromise, basic art of 
politics, and the very fine art of the gentlemen of the Senate is still 
not felt to be the essence of advancing new ideas into government. 
One could not compromise with Hitler or with an atomic war. And 
as the Negro said about eating in a fine Southern restaurant, "I don't 
know how to compromise with the table half in and half out of the 
doorF* 

These observers see Humphrey as an idealist who should keep 
fighting for new ideasand sometimes lose after "violent disagree- 
ment 1 * Humphrey sometimes agrees with them. There are finer 
things in this world than "Senate types," and evil as well as good 
in ritual and tradition. 

Senator Humphrey's slogan, sometimes used in campaigns, has 
been, "He gets things done," Humphrey will often "compromise" in 
the sense that he would rather see only a part of some program im- 
plemented than none of it But his purpose is to get something done. 
In the remainder of this book we shall see in some detail just how 
much work a project may entail. And no brief account can mention 
all the hundreds of people from the Fanners' Union to the attaches 
of the Indian Embassy who may be connected with it. Far, far more 
is involved here than dealing with other senators, compromising or 
not compromising with their quirky and craggy personalities. 

One suspects, watching senators do their hardest work not on the 
floor or in the cloakroom that there are not many of them who want 
to be "senator types'* or "ambassadors'* to the federal republic. Each 
is the head of a small, incredibly busy agency, each is also a cog in a 
very large government 

Therefore, when Humphrey fights for one of his major projects it 



CHAMPION OF BILLS 

is not strictly a solo performance- like Manolete against the bull It 
is more like a campaign of education and persuasion and psychology* 
cal warfare directed not just at the other senators who have the 
crucial votes but at all sorts of people who can influence those sena- 
tors or contribute in any of a half dozen other ways. 

Calls are sent out for experts. The library of Congress is ajangle 
with Humphrey's myrmidons hunting monographs* 

Associations don't always have to call Humphrey, lie calls them. 
"Here's what you ought to be doing.'' 

Speeches? Yes, speeches in Minnesota, of course but in many 
other places where some influence may mobilize. 

The executive department gets a buzz: "What's behind this 
statement on X? That isn't what the man from Y told me this 
morning. * . " 

Articles are written as well as read. Television comes into play; 
the senator usually puts on a cracking good show and leaves some 
facts in a few million living rooms. 

Hearings are heldand Humphrey needs no prompters to feed 
him sharp questions. His assistants may show up but he is capable 
of asking good questions of people in fifty different fields. 

Thus Humphrey does his work as a liberal who knows lie has to 
fight for his projects most of the time. 

Personal relationships with other senators are important, of course, 
but this operation is not much like chess, with people as pawns and 
kings. It is more like a company that is launching a new product. 
There may be not so much a real need for the product as a great 
desire on the part of a large group of customers voters. 

But in any case it is first decided to lawch the product Then 
there is research and invention, and Humphrey is one of the most 
inventive legislators of our time. 

Then there is experiment. What can be done with this idea? How 
can we try out a piece of it, how can we ask a sampling of cus- 
tomers what they think of it? 

Then there is more research, more practical engineering* 

Then there is education, and sales, sales, sales. 

Of course there is competition and perhaps conflict with other 
inventors, other customers! 

And perhaps the inventive head of the company has some dra- 
matic encounters with his competitors or his partners. 
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But it is more like work than like TPkyhouse go." The build-up 
goes on for weeks-or months. The maneuvering for votes takes less 
time, the speeches and the roll call are over in days and minutes. 

As Humphrey has become more respected and influential with 
Ms fellow senators, the principal change in his attitude, he thinks, 
has been the simple understanding that they, too, have important 
ideas on legislation and other projects. He feels that his own aims 
and convictions haven't changed so much as Ms willingness to give 
some priority to the views of others. Now he is apt to see several 
sides to most questions and he thinks that liberal periodicals do not 
give all sides, merely all of one side. 

It has been suggested that in the Senate itself a man's personal 
qualities, such as character and basic integrity, are more important 
to the esteem of the rest of the Senate than the matter of party loy- 
alty. There is some support for this idea in the box score kept by 
the Congressional Quarterly for the years in which Humphrey was 
becoming a Senate leader. The Quarterly devised a "party unity" 
score that is determined on the basis of whether or not the man 
voted with the majority of his party in cases where the two parties 
were really opposed to each other, 

Humphrey "followed the party line" most devotedly in his first 
year in the Senate, 1949, when he voted with the majority 94 per 
cent of the time. Since then his score has never been above 92 per 
cent and in 1950 was 88 per cent. In 1953 it was 89 and in 1954 it 
was 88 per cent again. As the Quarterly computes such things, he 
was well ahead of the party in all these years. The average Demo- 
cratic senator was with the party about 75 to 80 per cent of the 
time. Yet the early years were the ones when Humphrey was con- 
sidered to be "out of line." Another point this record makes is that 
the Democratic party has some conservative members who cross the 
line and often vote with the Republicans. 

Humphrey believes that other senators look to him for several 
kinds of specialized knowledge: on all phases of agriculture, civil 
rights, disarmament, and negotiation; on his little specialty, food and 
drug legislation; in various areas of foreign affairs; and on specific 
proposals like the f ood-f or-peace plan. 

Today he thinks the best way to win acceptance from other sena- 
tors is to show them that you are being "constructive/* which doesn't 
mean that you "compromise" or conciliate. Another factor is old- 



CHAMPION OF BILLS l8l 

fashioned work; the Senate respects a man who takes an assignment 
and studies it, goes to the hearings, holds conferences, explains it 
"on the floor," and otherwise follows through. Obviously the Senate 
can judge whether a man is working as a subcommittee chairman 
or "dragging his feet** To get any project through requires an end- 
less series of phone calls, meetings, buttonholings, and explanations 
to one side and then another. 

Humphrey feels that from the time he was a mayor he has been 
more of a bargainer and adjuster and diplomat than the press or 
public give him credit for. His associates are somewhat discouraged 
because the public doesn't see this, but by its nature diplomacy goes 
on quietly whereas the civil rights fight, the last-minute scrap for 
the vice-presidential nomination, and the flaming speeches of the first 
year and a half in the Senate were all quite public. 

Humphrey is still interested in all sorts of things, and some friends 
and critics agree he is interested in far too many things. This doubles 
his work load. 

Humphrey says, on the contrary, that a politician should be cu- 
rious about everything. He was impressed that NiMta Khrushchev 
was interested in all sorts of things and had a smattering of informa- 
tion about virtually every subject they discussed in their famous 
eight-hour session. 

Civil defense, fallout, Israel, housing, child health care, problems 
of the Middle East he believes that all these are matters that a 
United States senator (and, we might add, a United States Presi- 
dent) should be interested in. 

Sometimes when irritated on this subject he has snapped, **I didn't 
become a United States senator to become the nation's leading ex- 
pert on the boll weevil.* 

He has a hardy contempt for those senators who take one subject, 
sometimes a surprisingly minor one, but related to their constituents, 
and make it a lifelong specialty. 

He continues to attack most subjects with almost unabated en- 
ergy. However, he is human and his friends think there is some slight 
evidence that he does not maintain the same round-the-clock pace 
that he once did. One would not expect his program to be as strenu- 
ous at fifty as it was at thirty. 

Here is a sample day as observed by Rowland Evans, Jr., a quite 
objective reporter for the New York Herald Tribune: 
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Recently, the man from Minnesota, who is now 47, got up at 
6:45 In the morning, his usual hour, helped one of his four chil- 
dren with homework, and hurried into town in his 1955 Cadillac 
from his suburban house at Rock Creek Knoll to breakfast with 
Mrs* Franklin D. Roosevelt, Edward R. Murrow and a host of 
other panelists attending an Exchange of Persons conference. 

Actually, the Senator got tied up on so many early morning 
phone calls at home that he arrived at the conference after the 
breakfast dishes had been cleared away, and ate nothing at all. 
The conference lasted until 11:45. 

At 12 noon, the Senator moved onto the floor of the Senate and 
introduced four bills during the period called "the morning hour/* 
The bills would set up a Youth Conservation Corps, liberalize the 
passport laws, enact a "food for peace** resolution and outlaw cer- 
tain kinds of water pollution. He also made brief speeches for 
civil rights and agamst President Eisenhower s farm proposals. 

Sen, Humphrey then gobbled a sandwich and a glass of milk. 

During the afternoon, he conferred hurriedly, always running 
late, with his staff experts on the Disarmament subcommittee, 
of which he is chairman, a Government Operations subcommittee, 
which he also heads, and the Senate Agriculture Committee, of 
which he is a member. He kept appointments with Kirby Rams- 
dell, chief editorial writer of "The Los Angeles Times/* who 
wanted to interview him, and attorney Pat O'Connor, a prominent 
citizen of Minneapolis. 

At 5:30, he was scheduled to go to a television network studio 
to do a special program for the Institute of International Educa- 
tion, but he arrived there half an hour late. From 6:45 to 7:45 he 
shook hands with the auxiliaries of the American Legion and the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars at a downtown reception. 

He then dashed back home in his car, pulled on his dinner 
jacket; collected wife Muriel and rushed back to a private club 
in town for a dinner given by Doris Fleeson and her husband, 
Dan Krmball, for Sen. Clair Engle, the new Democratic Senator 
from the politically potent state of California, and Mrs. Engle. 
He arrived very late, was called away from the table by an ur- 
gent telephone call, and again missed some of his meal. 

As Sen. Humphrey once said, "I can't keep a tight schedule. 
Each day is unto itself and we live each day." He got home late 
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on the night in question, but early enough to assure Ms nonnal 
five to six tours of sleep, 

The four telephone lines Into the Senator's office cany up to 
350 calls each day, by recorded count His mail on a big day runs 
around 412 letters. 

His performance on this "hectic" day was really first-class. He re- 
ceived many enthusiastic letters and remarkable tributes from per- 
sons who heard his impromptu remarks at the Exchange of Persons 
conference. Humphrey has done a great deal to promote more in- 
terchange between persons of all countries in the cause of peace. 

Rowland Evans happened to select a "typical day" in which Hum- 
phrey introduced three bills that were to become of real significance 
in the work of the 86th Congress. Their history is instructive of the 
way Humphrey operates in tie Senate and illustrates three continu- 
ing legislative preoccupations of Ms: conservation, opportunity for 
youth, and constructive use of agricultural surpluses. 

The Water Pollution Control Act illustrates Humphrey's method 
of giving Senate leadership to legislation originating in the House 
in this case legislation drafted by Humphre/s dose friend, Con- 
gressman John A. Blatnik, from the Iron Range country of Minne- 
sota. Blatnik is in an influential spot on the House Public Works 
Committee. The bill roughly doubles the size of the existing Blatnik 
program for matching-grant federal assistance to communities in the 
construction of sewage treatment works. In this case Blatnik, with 
his close ties to the House Democratic leadership, could be counted 
on to move the legislation through the House, but leadership in the 
Senate was needed to make sure that it did not smother to death in 
the press of "more urgent" senatorial interests. Had the legislation 
been assigned to one of the Humphrey committees he could have 
moved directly in its behalf but, failing this, another close friend 
and political colleague, the newly elected Senator Eugene J. Mc- 
Carthy, happens to be on the Senate Public Works Committee. Be- 
cause of his previous years of experience in the House, McCarthy 
has a certain amount of seniority on the committee, sufficient 
to move legislation through committee with far greater dispatch 
than one would expect from a freshman senator. With a Blatnik- 
Humphrey-McCarthy sponsorship, the bill had the advantage of a 
key sponsor on the appropriate committee of both houses, plus an 
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articulate and aggressive spokesman who could be counted on to 
sway the Senate leadership into a favorable position on the bill. This 
is precisely what happened, and as the first session of the 86th Con- 
gress wound up at 6:23 A.M. the day before Chairman Khrushchev 
arrived in his TU-114, the bill had been passed by the House, had 
been reported favorably by the Senate Committee on Public Works, 
and was on the Senate calendar with the enthusiastic blessing of 
the Senate Democratic leadership awaiting a Senate vote in the sec- 
ond session. 

The Youth Conservation Corps proposal, introduced by Humphrey 
on the same day described by Evans, was also a companion to a 
House proposal by Congressman Blatnik in the House. This is a bill 
that few observers gave any chance in the 86th Congress. It was 
the third version of a proposal that Humphrey had been introducing 
for several years. Now he wanted to make a real drive to push it 
through committee. Version number 3, while it contained important 
changes derived from a good many months of intensive correspond- 
ence and discussion, represented an old basic idea that Humphrey 
was not going to give up. He intended to get it passed. The 
previous years' bills had been part of what Humphrey likes to call 
the "educational process." He believes that it is necessary, without 
the power of the White House behind a proposal, to build up rather 
overwhelming public opinion behind an idea. This takes time. And 
the senator, though he sometimes appears to be an impatient man, 
can be both patient and persistent He has learned to try and then 
to wait A search of his legislative record indicates a pattern of leg- 
islation introduced and reintroduced, frequently modified, but bear- 
ing the basic Humphrey stamp. The question is sometimes asked: 
Why does he introduce some billsmany billswhen he knows they 
have no chance, or, like the Youth Conservation Corps, practically no 
chance? The history of the YCC bill helps to answer that. 

It started out as a trial balloon a modest ""pilot plant" proposal 
for 50,000 boys to be enrolled and put to work in the national parks 
and forests doing conservation work part of a package of bills in- 
troduced by Humphrey, designed to provide more opportunity for 
young people. Incidentally, this package and the subsequent pack- 
age in the 85th Congress also contained bills that in modified form 
were incorporated into the National Defense Education Act of 
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1958. (Much of the language of that Education Act is taken from 
old Humphrey bills.) 

Encouraged by the Interest expressed by various groups, Hum- 
phrey then drafted a full-scale Youth Conservation Corps proposal 
for 150,000 youths, enlisted the support of virtually all the voluntary 
organizations in the field of resource conservation, and secured the 
personal support of the grand old man of conservation in the Senate, 
Senator James E. Murray of Montana. He also wrote a rousing article 
about the idea for Harpers magazine (which by arrangement ap- 
peared the day Humphrey introduced the bill) . When he introduced 
the bill lie also offered a major Senate resolution setting forth specific 
resource-conservation goals for the federal government. 

Something about the proposal Tbif the American public* Hum- 
phrey's sense of timing is remarkable, and apparently it was oper- 
ating on all cylinders this time. Not only did the conservationists 
rally behind the MO, but an entirely new galaxy of organizational 
support appeared: juvenile court judges, school superintendents, 
welfare authorities, reformatory wardens, who saw in the Humphrey 
proposal a way to do something constructive about preventing ju- 
venile delinquency* Humphrey's mail reflected virtually unanimous 
support for the idea, by actual count more than 998? in favor. The 
overwhelming response indicated that the time was ripe to proceed, 
and lie circulated his idea throughout the Senate. He also saw that 
each member of Congress received a copy of the Harpefs article 
and other material. 

On the day described in Evans* column, Humphrey had a phalanx 
of Senate Democrats and Bill Langer, the maverick Republican 
from North Dakota, "on" the bill as cospoiisors* Version number 3 
of the bill went into the legislative hopper as S. 812 of the 86th 
Congress with a lot of horsepower. 

Unfortunately, there it met a cold chill from the right side of the 
aisle, presaging a Republican boycott and campaign of opposition. 
In fact Senator Jacob Javits of New York, wiho had indicated he 
wished to cosponsor the bill at one point, withdrew his name from 
the list of cosponsors within a few days after introduction. 

At this point an interesting and complicated interplay of person- 
alities began, involving many personal negotiations and telephone 
contacts on Humphrey's part. 

The bill was assigned to the Committee on Labor and Public Wei- 
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fare, over which presided the distinguished gentleman from Ala- 
bama, Lister Hill, perhaps the senator most admired by Humphrey, 
and a long-time friend. But the committee was locked in an internal 
struggle concerning the school construction bill and the question of 
integration in this field. Furthermore, the labor management reform 
bill was pending before the committee. The resultant legislative log- 
jam was a formidable enough barrier, without the handicap of Hum- 
phrey's no longer being a member of the committee. 

He had, however, taken pains to encourage several of the com- 
mittee members to be cosponsors of S. 812. One happened to be a 
new senator, Jennings Randolph of West Virginia, who had in the 
course of long service in the House been one of the principal movers 
in the original Civilian Conservation Corps of the first Roosevelt ad- 
ministration. Randolph, approached by Humphrey, indicated gen- 
uine enthusiasm for the task of shepherding the bill through the 
committee, but both men agreed that without the chairman's sup- 
port the idea was strictly academic, Humphrey thereupon under- 
took a quiet campaign of brief letters both to Hill and to other 
members of the leadership, tentatively suggesting that it would be 
a good idea at least to have hearings on the measure. Finally one 
day he walked over to Hill on the Senate floor, sat down beside him, 
and suggested to him that Senator Randolph might be prevailed 
upon to take over the time-consuming task of conducting hearings. 
Humphrey also offered the assistance of his personal staff and for- 
warded a similar proposal from Senator Murray. Hill agreed then 
and there, called Senator Randolph over from his chair, and hear- 
ings were scheduled. 

Then the accumulated weight of public opinion or organiza- 
tional strength so carefully measured and encouraged in the past 
three years, had a vehicle through which to express itself, and it did. 
Letters and statements poured in through four days of hearings. In 
the meantime Humphrey was busily bombarding Lyndon Johnson 
with reasons why the bill ought to become part of the Democratic 
record in the 86th Congress. Finally, buttonholed on the Senate floor, 
Johnson allowed as how it was a good bill and if HHH could help 
round up the necessary votes he would do what he could to get it 
past the Senate. In due course the Randolph subcommittee recom- 
mended passage of the bill, the full committee favorably reported 
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the bill (on a strict party-line vote), and S. 812 went to the Senate 
calendar in the dosing weeks of the session. 

At this point a head-counting operation began that was to last 
more than five weeks, with constant checking and rechecking be- 
tween Humphrey, Randolph, Murray, and Johnson. They finally 
agreed that if they could "see" forty-nine votes they would bring the 
bill up for a vote; if not, they would carry it over to the next session. 
In a series of complicated cloakroom maneuvers during which ar- 
rangements were made to "pair** the opposing votes of several sena- 
tors, the tally mounted. With Senator Langer, the lone Republican 
supporter of the bill, out of the Senate program owing to his wife's 
recent death, and with a large share of the Southern Democrats re- 
fusing to come along, the sponsors began to despair of securing the 
necessary majority. Finally, Humphrey corralled Senator Milton 
Young of North Dakota, a Republican who often votes with Hum- 
phrey on regional matters, and talked hrnr> into supporting the bill 

With what appeared to be the necessary majority, Johnson quietly 
motioned the bill up from the calendar. Then some fast footwork on 
the Senate floor averted what was dearly meant to be a crippling 
amendment to be introduced by the Republicans. Then the bill was 
up for a straight up-and-down vote. 

In the swift moments of the roll call it became apparent that two 
of the votes that had been "counted" were not there at all. But while 
waiting for his late-on-the-roster name to be called, Republican Sen- 
ator Alexander Wiley of Wisconsin who had no love for an Admin- 
istration that had not lifted a hand to save him in his last primary 
battle with the right wing in Wisconsin strolled by. 

"Hubert," he asked, "is this your bill?" 

Humphrey said, "I need you on this, Alex.** And Wiley went to 
his seat and cast a "yea" vote. Freshman Senator Ed MusMe (D., 
Maine), not entirely convinced of the necessity of the bill at that 
time, had voted "nay,** but now came to Humphrey and talked to 
TMTTI about it. When they had finished, the tall New Englander rose 
to his feet, asked, "How am I recorded, Mr. President?" and changed 
his vote to "Ay.** These two surprises saved the day. 

The bill squeaked through 47-45 and was on its way to the House, 
where more education and footwork will have to be done by Con- 
gressman Blatnik before it comes to another vote. 

The third major bill introduced on the day described by Rowland 
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Evans had the theme of "Food for Peace/* and will be dealt with in 

a later chapter. 

As a freshman In the 8ist Congress in 1949, Humphrey was able, 
as chairman of the Subcommittee on School Construction of the Sen- 
ate Labor and Public Welfare Committee, to secure passage of the 
first Federal Aid for School Construction Act His proposal, S. 2317 
(P.L. 815), provided federal grants for school districts overcrowded 
by children of defense workers and federal employees. Such dis- 
tricts are defined as "federally impacted" areas. Companion legisla- 
tion {P.L. 874) provided federal aid for maintenance and operation 
of schools in these "federally impacted" areas. Both of these laws, 
pushed through by Humphrey, were major break-throughs toward 
greater national responsibility for meeting local school needs. By 
going "through a side door" the senator had taken a real step nearer 
federal aid to education. 

When Humphrey gave up his membership on the Labor and Pub- 
lic Welfare Committee he also gave up most of his opportunity to 
push through educational legislation with the Humphrey label. But 
he continued to work closely with Senators Hill and Murray, who 
have been leaders in the field of education legislation. In the 8sth 
and 86th Congresses Senator Humphrey introduced Youth Oppor- 
tunity Programs, including new versions of proposals he had sup- 
ported since first coming to the Senate. 

The Youth Opportunity package of the Ssth Congress, S. 868- 
872, included proposals enacted into law by the National Defense 
Education Act, which Senator Humphrey also joined in sponsoring. 
These proposals included graduate fellowships, loans to college stu- 
dents, and loan "forgiveness'* for borrowers entering schoolteaching. 
In the 86th Congress Youth Opportunity proposals S. 1087-1091, 
Senator Humphrey repeated his previous proposals for federal 
scholarships, school construction aid, tax benefits for those financing 
higher education, and assistance to colleges and universities for ex- 
panding facilities to handle bigger enrollments. These proposals 
were not included in the National Defense Education Act as finally 
signed into kw, although the Senate approved a scholarship pro- 
gram that was deleted by the House. Provisions of the National 
Defense Education Act previously sponsored by Senator Humphrey 
included: 




Ex-President Harry S. Truman and Senator Humphrey, as Mrs. Jane Hunt 
makes presentation to HST at Governor Freeman Appreciation Dinner. 




The Senator and Mrs. Humphrey at their Washington, D.C., home, with 
Nancy, Skipper, Bobhy, and Douglas. (Photo by Ollie Atkins, SATURDAY 
EVENING POST) 




Adlai Stevenson and Senator Humphrey are shown as they campaigned to- 
gether; a preview of 1960? 




Humphrey and Freeman 
(seated) confer on the floor, 
during 1956 convention. 
(Photo, Minneapolis TRIBUNE,) 




An eight-hour Kremlin talk: Nikita S. Khrushchev and Senator Humphrey. 




UN Delegate Humphrey won praise as truly diplomatic American. 




In Washington, Humphrey 
greeted African leader 
Tom Mboya. (Photo, 
Morton Broffmann) 




At his own desk the Senator uses a microphone for dictating. It is also 
handy for recording interviews and confabs. (Photo, Morton Broffman) 
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Loans to college students and loan forgiveness to borrowers en- 
tering elementary or secondary school teaching, graduate f ellowships 
for students preparing to teach, at the university level, vocational 
aid grants to states, and grants for improving state statistics on 
education. 

An effort to add school construction aid to the Senate bill was 
made on the Senate floor and supported by Senator Humphrey, but 
this amendment was defeated. 

Senator Humphrey works closely with Senator Hill, chairman of 
the Labor and Public Welfare Committee, which deals with educa- 
tion legislation. However, it is fair to say that Humphrey's record 
shows that he strikes out on his own, ahead of the legislative leaders 
in education, to make proposals that are eventually embodied in 
committee legislation. 

Senator Humphrey's interest in education and his concern for aid* 
ing underdeveloped nations resulted in his 1959 "Education for 
Peace** proposals, S. Con. Res. 68, to co-ordinate an expanded effort 
to help develop educational systems. 

He has a long legislative record of support for medical research 
and education and construction of medical facilities. 

Since he came to the Senate in 1949, Humphrey has sponsored 
legislation to help voluntary non-profit associations offering prepaid 
health service programs to secure necessary facilities and equipment 
through long-term low-interest loans. 

These proposals reflect an awareness of the growing role of pre- 
payment of health expenses and healtih insurance in financing the 
medical-care needs of the American people. 

Senator Humphrey has also joined in sponsoring legislation to ex- 
pand local public health activities, medical education facilities, and 
medical education aid for public health and nursing training. His 
successful sponsorship of pollution control legislation is part of this 
general concern for public health. 

During the second session of the Sstih Congress the Senate ap- 
proved Senator Humphrey's proposal for a study of international 
health and medical researdi by his Subcommittee on Reorganization 
in the Senate Government Operations Committee. It was this study 
that took the senator to Moscow in 1958, and it has pulled together 
a lot of information on international health problems, which pre- 
viously had never been put into a pattern. 
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Senator Humphreys proposal S.-ii5i to provide hospital and 
nursing home care under Social Security reflects an awareness of 
the acute health care needs of the "over sixty-Eve" population, which 
are so difficult to meet with the low incomes of this group. Since 
prolonged hospitalization is the major health cost burden for these 
older citizens, the proposal would help to solve one of the most 
difficult problems of health financing. This problem is one that Hum- 
phrey appreciates in human terms, and on which his many friends 
in health, medicine, and social welfare work keep hfm informed. 

Another favorite project of Humphrey's, and in many ways a typi- 
cal "minor project," is a humanitarian and perhaps grandiose idea 
for a "great white fleet embarked on peaceful missions." The original 
idea came from someone else, which is not typical, though quite 
often Humphrey enthusiastically picks up an original idea from 
someone. He is willing to give full credit and he is seldom bothered 
because it was someone else's idea. 

TMs concept came from a U. S. Navy commander, Frank A. Man- 
son, who had the idea while on overseas duty, and when stationed in 
Washington decided to try to do something about it 

As Humphrey summarizes it, "Once before in American history 
a fleet of American ships in peacetime dramatically signaled a turn- 
ing point in American history, when President Theodore Roosevelt 
sent the first White Fleet on a three-year round-the-world voyage. 
A new White Fleet, sent forth over the seas of the world to the coasts 
of Asia and Africa and South America, could dramatize America of 
the mid-twentieth century as it brought American help to the 
disaster-stricken and American knowledge and teaching to the 
merging peoples of these continents, a symbol not of American 
power but of American good will, friendship and maturity." 

This dramatic idea was not really fully formed when Manson 
brought it up on the Hfll in 1958 and went to see Humphrey. After a 
short interview Humphrey immediately saw that this could be quite 
a project, and he asked Manson to prepare a memorandum and 
work out the logistics of the plan. 

By July 1959 Humphrey joined by thirty-five other senators, and 
with concurrent resolution introduced in the Housewas ready to 
introduce a resolution calling on the President "to establish a fleet of 
de-mothballed ships and aircraft put to the service of humanity a 
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great WMte Fleet embarked on peaceful missions, equipped to ren- 
der prompt and vigorous assistance in natural disasters, and to serve 
as a permanent vehicle for public health training and other technical 
assistance programs undertaken by the United States Government 
and the private voluntary agencies." 

The announcement of this came from Senator Humphrey's office, 
as well it might, and it credited Frank A. Manson. 

Meanwhile the attention of the Luce publications, Time and Life, 
had been attracted. They seized upon the proposal as so photogenic 
an idealistic and dramatic idea that they all but gave one issue of 
Life magazine over to the idea, including a smash cover painting 
depicting "The Great White Fleet" of the future in action. 

But in the course of getting the article ready they had suggested 
to Senator Humphrey that it really ought to be a non-partisan project 
and not one brought out solely on the Democratic side of the aisle. 
Humphrey was agreeable to the notion and he brought in Senator 
George D. Aiken, Republican of Vermont, as cosponsor in the Sen- 
ate. It was a source of bitter amazement to Humphrey's associates 
that as Life magazine plugged the great white fleet idea week after 
week credit was properly given to Manson but never to Humphrey. 
This kind of occurrence is often cited when Humphrey's friends say 
that he is really not "calculating." He truly wants to see a great white 
fleet established, for humanitarian reasons. He is far from being 
averse to having his name attached to the proposal, but he is simply 
far too busy to arrange this and half a hundred other projects in a 
cold-blooded manner so that they reflect credit on the Humphrey 
name. 

Time after time he has had an idea and perhaps even introduced 
a bill, and in the end someone (probably a subcommittee or com- 
mittee chairman) has introduced a similar bill that has gone through, 
and yet the heart of the proposal came from the Humphrey brain 
or the Humphrey camp. 

Civil Rights 

What has Humphrey been able to accomplish in the Senate by 
way of civil rights legislation? The answer, not too uplifting, is; prob- 
ably as much as anyone could. The Senate of the United States, in 
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ducing a bill to bring about desegregation in the public schools 
through assistance and persuasion and through enforcement under 
the old Part III where assistance and persuasion failed. 

The Douglas-Humphrey bill has had the full support of all the 
civil rights organizations and they repeatedly urged action upon it 
in the 1958 and 1959 sessions of Congress. Senator Humphrey liter- 
ally pleaded with the Senate for action to show the colored two 
thirds of the world that the United States means its preachments 
about aE men being created equal 

He even suggested before the United Automobile Workers' Con- 
vention in late 1959 that a special session of Congress would be 
appropriate to take up both the Douglas-Humphrey bill on school 
desegregation and a proposal for federal registration of voters where 
the 1957 law had failed to do the job. Senators Humphrey and 
Douglas are both leading the fight for constant strengthening of the 
legal protection of basic human rights. 



CHAPTER XIII 



Humphrey and the Witches 



This book has made frequent mention of conservatives or Republi- 
cans who have differed with the senator, and naturally he has many 
critics because of his dramatic and explicit statements on civil rights. 

Their criticism has been no sharper, however, than the disagree- 
ment and disappointment with Senator Humphrey expressed by 
liberals over his sponsorship of the law that "outlaws the Communist 
party.** The law has not proved to be effective and has never been 
acted uponand if it were, eminent legal opinion believes, the courts 
might find it to be unconstitutional. 

The senator has never followed up this law with similar proposals, 
and liberals otherwise find his record on civil rights to be 100 per 
cent dear, so the law and the episode are superficially of minor 
importance, but the story may give us useful information about the 
subject, and the principles and strategy involved are of major im- 
portance, and were so considered at the time. 

Senator Humphrey, like many other liberal senators, was angry 
and opposed to everything the late Senator Joseph R. McCarthy of 
Wisconsin did to promote hysteria in the name of fighting Commu- 
nism. He had even more reason than most Democrats to disapprove 
and dislike his goals and his methods. 

It was particularly disgusting to anti-Communist liberals, who had 
fought and bled in battles with the Communists in their own organi- 
zations, to find themselves branded as "reds" just as they had once, 
a few years before, been branded as "red-baiters." Some few persons 
suffered simultaneous attack from both sides. Another turn of the 
screw was the indisputable fact that McCarthy, in his rise to power 
against the incumbent Senator Bob LaFollette, had accepted the 
support of Communists in Wisconsin. But, as could be said of other 
liberal senators, Humphrey's private anger was not accompanied by 
a desire to get into a public wrestling match with the Wisconsin 
senator. 



Hyg THIS IS HUMPHREY 

Humphrey did make statements-some at ADA meetings, some 
on the Senate floor-deploring McCarthyism and other witch-hunts. 

In June 1953 the sixth annual ADA convention adopted a strong 
statement on McCarfhysim, and Humphrey pkyed a leading part in 
seeing that this, like other ADA policies, was discussed where it 
might do some good. The statement condemned McCarthy's "as- 
saults upon our democratic birthright" and it commended Senators 
Humphrey and Herbert Lehman of New York for their "determina- 
tion to fight this new despotism/* 

In April 1954 Humphrey made the keynote speech at an ADA 
convention in which he really attacked McCarthy and his fol- 
lowers as a new kind of "know-nothing party." He first pointed out 
ADA's anti-Communist record, then went on to attack those who 
to be the leaders of anti-Communism and the saviors of 



our liberty. 

"What they have actually succeeded in doing to an appalling de- 
gree is to divert our national attention from the clear and present 
danger of Soviet aggression, to undermine the respect we once held 
in the world community of free men, and to stifle the processes of 
national debate through which a great democracy should be con- 
fronting the desperate issues of our time. At a moment when all 
our national wisdom should be employed in the quest for solutions 
to the awesome terrors of the Hydrogen Age, we find ourselves 
plunged into venomous and often irrelevant fratricidal conflicts that 
dishonor and debase our traditions. We are compelled to spend so 
much time challenging the big lie that we seem to have little chance 
to search for the basic truths that might help lead mankind out of the 
present world impasse. Worst of all, at an hour when we should be 
exalting the institutions of freedom, we are allowing them to be 
tarnished by this madness of know-nothingness/* 

In his conclusion he referred to hooliganism and said, TBut to your 
and our friends abroad, let me say this: I believe the tide has begun 
to turn. America is not to be found in the headlines, nor is its spirit 
and faith to be discovered by Gallup Polls. Even the fearful must 
admit that the condition of freedom in our country today, despite 
the continuing assault, is more promising than it was a year ago. 
When we last met many felt that this was a pretty lonely battle. Now 
men in all areas of our national life have begun to speak out." The 
liberal road in these years, Humphrey told this ADA convention, is 
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often "a two-front war against tyranny abroad and reaction at home" 

By August of that year McCarthyism was at its height; it was a 
time designated by some Washington intellectuals as "the year of 
the terror.** 

The late Republican senator from Wisconsin was of course not the 
only [Republican engaged in witch-hunting, headline-gathering, and 
political haymaking* (There were also Democratic witch-hunters.) 
It seemed to many Senate liberals not to mention even more angry 
conservative Democrats that tie Republicans had made brazen but 
astonishingly successful efforts to brand the Democrats as "soft on 
Communism/* in the present, as well as guilty of having harbored 
"traitors" and "Communists" in the past* It was apparent to any rea- 
sonable man that very few Communists were being found in govern- 
ment, and it was perfectly obvious to Republican leadership that the 
Democratic leaders they had known for many years were not "soft 
on Communism/* But it was not a time when reasonable voices 
gained their proper audience, and many demagogues were using 
this issue to the great detriment of the country's prestige. 

With November elections approaching, it was also particularly ob- 
vious that this issue would be used to the detriment of Democratic 
candidates for office, most particularly in the Senate. 

Max Kampelman, a lawyer and an anti-Communist with experi- 
ence of battles against them in labor and in the DFL in Minnesota, 
conceived the basic idea that the Communists were really not a 
political party. As a political strategist for Humphrey, he further 
reasoned that a law that outlawed them as such could go through 
the Congress and it would be good for the country as well as the 
Democratic . party. 

Humphrey went for the idea and introduced the biE which went 
over with a tremendous bang. It may or may not have been a poor 
law, or a poor piece of politics, but it cannot be said that Humphrey 
was alone in his reasoning. As soon as it was introduced other sena- 
tors immediately understood the double mission of the bilL It was 
aimed at destruction of the Communist party, and it was aimed at 
protecting, presumably forever after, the name of every senator who 
voted for it He would always be able to cite his record that he was 
so anti-Communist he had voted to make them outlaws. Later critics 
have said that Humphrey and the others were overexcited and mis- 
judged the temper of the country, exaggerated the threat of the 
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Republican attack, and therefore overreacted If so, Humphrey was 
not alone. 

The rationale of tie senator as set f orih in a memorandum at the 
time said this was **a proposal to declare the Communist Party an 
illegal conspiracy working, in cooperation with a foreign power, to 
overthrow die government of the United States by force and vio- 
lence.** 

Further, the senator explained, "such a conspiracy should not un- 
der our laws receive immunity or otherwise be free of the conse- 
quences of its position simply by attaching to itself the label of 'po- 
litical party/ Under our laws, political parties receive certain rights 
and privileges in a democracy. These rights and privileges belong to 
a political party but not to an illegal subversive conspiracy. The 
Communist Party . . . did not meet the standards of a political party 
in a democracy in that it did not compete for votes, did not attempt 
to achieve success by depending on majority support, was not sub- 
ject to membership control, and was part of an international hostile 
force aimed at subverting the democratic processes of our system." 

Liberals and even many quite conservative but liberty-minded 
lawyers thought the kw ran counter to basic American freedoms. If 
a Communist is a spy, there are laws against espionage. If he is 
planning to blow up an atomic production plant, there are laws 
against sabotage. There are laws against conspiracy to overthrow the 
government There are laws to require agents of a foreign power to 
register with the federal government. But in America it has never 
been against the law to belong to any party or to hold meetings for 
any kind of political discussion. Liberals of course were surprised to 
hear this proposal come from Humphrey, and thought he would 
surely realize that the law would be unconstitutional. But he saw it 
just the other way. 

The memorandum of August 1954 said this on constitutionality: 

It is Senator Humphrey's judgment based upon consultation 
with leading Washington attorneys that his measure to outlaw the 
Communist Party is not only desirable, but also constitutional 
When he drafted his resolutions, the first member of the Senate to 
whom he took the resolution for consultation and discussion was 
his colleague, Senator Morse of Oregon, noted constitutional law- 
yer and noted Dean of the University of Oregon Law School. Sen- 
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ator Morse not only enthusiastically approved of the bill, but 
asked for the privilege of <x>-sponsoring it He was soon joined 
with 18 members of the Senate who asked for the opportunity to 
co-sponsor it. It is the opinion of the leading Washington attorneys 
that a democratic system has the legal and constitutional right to 
defend itself against internal subversion. The evidence that the 
Communist Party is an international conspiracy to overthrow the 
government of the United States by force and violence is over- 
whelming. Judicial decisions support this view. It is likewise clear 
that this action is in no way a precedent by which the Congress 
could or would illegalize other political parties or movements for 
the Humphrey proposal specifically points out that the Commu- 
nist Party is not a political party in the legal or democratic sense 
of the word. The Congress, therefore, is not outlawing a political 
party it is outlawing an international subversive conspiracy. 

The New York Times had once suggested such an approach, in 
these words: "Many people believe that it migjit be approaching the 
Communist problem more frankly and openly to outlaw the party 
itself as the conspiracy it is, in accordance with the sanctions now 
applied so universally to party members. It does not seem impossible 
to find a constitutional way of doing this." 

Some friends of Humphrey consider this the single blot on his 
liberal record but are inclined to forget it as part of the hysteria of 
the times. One companion of twenty years' standing said, "I gave 
him hell about this before, during, and after the whole business. I 
was never so angry with him. I told him we could all excuse his 
departure from principle over something like voting for bills which 
hamper the development of oleomargarine he knows perfectly well 
that margarine ought to be on a better basis of competition with 
butter but he votes against it. I can understand that because it is a 
matter of his survival as senator from a dairy state. But the right to 
join other people in a political party is a basic American freedom.** 

To supporters of the bill, however, it seemed at the time to be 
even more important to be anti-Communist in the United States 
than it was to be anti-margarine in Minnesota. And it must be re- 
membered that Humphrey had a political history that (a) con- 
vinced hfop the Communists were not really a party and (b) at the 
same time made him a particular target for conservatives. 
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This writer asked Humphrey in tihe autumn of 1959, "Do you now 
feel you were oversold on the danger? Do you think the law has 
done any good?* 

Perhaps he was merely speaking for the record, but Humphrey 
said he felt that passing the bill had saved several liberal senators 
who might have been defeated, "certainly at least two." He thought 
the purpose of the bill to take Communist-hunting out of headlines 
and committee circuses, and put it in the courts was sound. 

The elements are mixed in this man, as in all men, and it does 
seem that to the end of his time some practical politicians will fear 
that "practical politics" will never contain him completely, and ideal- 
ists from time to time will have reason to cringe over some of his 
words or deeds. 



CHAPTER XIV 

tf How about You, Hubert?" 



In 1956 the solid senator from Minnesota was involved in one of the 
worst fiascos of Ms career. 

Humphrey's advisers sometimes wonder how he would operate 
in a real defeat or major setback. Occasionally they mention the 
frantic and bitter struggle of the closing hours of the 1956 Demo- 
cratic convention. 

It is traditional in American politics that the man who is chosen as 
candidate for President has the right to choose his vice-presidential 
nominee. He almost always exercises that right. As people interested 
in politics well remember, Franklin Roosevelt always chose his man, 
and in the cases of Henry A. Wallace and Harry S. Truman he 
greatly disappointed many professional politicians at the conven- 
tion, who would have preferred fann to choose someone else. When 
Adlai Stevenson was nominated in 1952 he chose John Spademan. 
You may not remember that in 1956 he departed from that custom. 
But professional politicians remember it well. 

Stevenson had been engaged in rough-and-tumble primary battles 
with Estes Kef auver. The Kefauver supporters had gone to the con- 
vention determined to win the nomination for their man, and Ste- 
venson was their leading enemy. When Stevenson declined to name 
a candidate, leaving it to "the floor,"* the convention was thrown into 
a hectic twenty-four hours, in which Kefauver and John F, Kennedy 
(with Hubert H. Humphrey in the rear) fought like cats and dogs 
for the vice-presidential nomination. That Humphrey was so far in 
the rear was Stevenson's fault, according to many Humphrey par- 
tisans. 

To this day many Humphrey supporters, some of whom were 
present at conferences in which Stevenson and Humphrey met and 
discussed the vice-presidency, feel that Stevenson had clearly well, 
maybe raM$early--indicated that Humphrey was his preference. On 
the other hand, supporters of Stevenson say that, yes, Mr. Stevenson 
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had indicated that he would be glad to ran with Humphrey, but 
that he had never given a clear word. In fact, they say, he had long 
had the idea, particularly as 1956 produced such bitter infighting 
among the Democrats, that it would be best to leave the choice to 
the convention at Chicago. 

Six weeks before the convention, leading Democrats in Washing- 
ton had gathered for a party to honor Senator Walter K George. 
After the festivities Humphrey and Stevenson got together for a 
huddle about the vice-presidency and Humphrey was on top of the 
world when he left the room. He had the firm impression that Ste- 
venson would designate bim as first choice. After discussing various 
names, Stevenson had turned to Humphrey and said, "And how 
about you, HubertF And he had indicated that few things would 
please him more. It was about 4 A.M. when Humphrey got home 
and woke up Muriel to tell her all about it. 

When the convention opened Humphrey was still optimistic and 
he had worked hard for Stevenson. Minnesota was interested in 
running Humphrey as a "favorite son" candidate, but Humphrey 
had passed that up and instead made speeches for Stevenson. Then 
Kefauver had swept through Minnesota, putting on a campaign in 
Humphrey or Harry Truman fashion. He walked down the main 
streets of Minnesota towns shaking hands with practically every- 
body. So Kefauver won the primary in Minnesota and Humphrey's 
prestige in his home state was hurt because of his stubborn insistence 
that Stevenson was his man. He had fought a good fight, he and his 
team had suffered for their leader. 

When. Stevenson and Humphrey met in Chicago there were other 
contacts between them that are still subjects of acrimonious reminis- 
cence. One Humphrey supporter has said that he himself never 
heard that Stevenson explicitly told Humphrey that he was his 
choice, that he would stay with that choice to the end. There was 
enormous pressure on Stevenson on all sides, and it is well known 
that Mr. Stevenson likes to wait sometimes until the last minute be- 
fore he makes up his mind. Therefore, said this Humphrey sup- 
porter, at Chicago it was expected that Stevenson might think it 
over, but he said Stevenson and his advisers quite definitely assured 
Humphrey that if there were any other action by Stevenson he 
would absolutely let Humphrey know in advance. This would have 
been quite important to the Humphrey camp, because Humphrey 
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would have been able to decide whether he should under the cir- 
cumstances malce a last-ditch fight for which he was not prepared. If 
he were forewarned he would retire gracefully and let Kefauver 
have the vice-presidential nomination. Although Kennedy had a sur- 
prising number of votes, the professionals thought it would abso- 
lutely go to Kefauver if there was a floor fight 

It is thought that if Humphrey or Kennedy had gotten the num- 
ber two spot in '56 it would have helped immeasurably to make 
them known to the public from coast to coast in 1960. Tlie same is 
not true of Kefauver because it is felt that he "had shot his bolt* 
Kefauver had been campaigning before the public for some years 
and he had staked everything on trying for number one in 1956. 
But the vice-presidential nomination was very important for the 
Kennedy or Humphrey people at least it certainly seemed so at the 
time^-with 1960 (or later) in their minds. 

Stevenson at the last minute decided to leave it to the convention 
and televiewers may remember a very stirring set of votes, roll calls 
in which young Jack Kennedy apparently came within an eyelash 
of whining the number two spot The voters did not realize, how- 
ever, that Humphrey felt Tie had come within an eyelash of winning 
it by the more usual means: being selected by the presidential can- 
didate. 

A few hours before Stevenson made up his mind he had asked a 
number of prominent Democrats at one meeting whether he should 
make his choice or leave it to the convention. Unanimously they had 
told him, "Pick him yourself." When Humphrey heard this he as- 
sumed that everything was going along according to plan. 

He never got a call saying that Stevenson had changed his mind 
if that is what Stevenson did. It would probably be more accurate 
to say that Stevenson had finally made up his mind and that in all 
honesty he had never intended to fix on Humphrey, much less give 
a group of people that impression. 

This was probably the most severe shock Humphrey has ever had 
in the give-and-take of politics. It was unexpected and left him in a 
poor position to take any next step. He couldn't even quit very easily, 
although he had no organization. 

He decided that he would make a fight, although some of his 
advisers warned him that it was hopeless as it proved to be. He 
had come to the convention without even the favorite son candidacy 
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of his delegation, and certainly with no organization throughout the 
convention delegates. In the crisis he thought that his friendship 
with Lyndon Johnson might sway that party leader to help him out 
with Southern delegates* He "knew" that he had agriculture pretty 
solidly behind him, and he had every reason to get the endorsement 
of labor. But as a matter of fact Walter Reuther and other powerful 
labor politicos went for Estes Kefauver. Johnson's followers (or per- 
haps in this case they were the leaders) went into the Kennedy 
camp and so did Johnson. 

Farm delegations generally split their votes between Humphrey's 
rivals. 

Altogether the 1956 convention was not Humphrey's finest hour. 
He had hoped to deliver his Minnesota delegation to Stevenson 
but Kefauver had run away with it. He had indicated out loud that 
he would like to be the convention keynoter, but a Southerner had 
been chosen instead* He had arrived in Chicago an open candidate 
for the vice-presidency, and yet he did not even have a convention 
pass. It all lends credence to the statement of some professionals 
that "there is something incorrigibly amateur about Humphrey and 
his advisers." Of course, the voters often obstinately overlook real 
amateurishness as witness Wendell WillMe or Dwight Eisenhower. 

The Stevenson aides who were present at the Stevenson- 
Humphrey meetings in 1956 agree that Stevenson indicated that 
he would give Humphrey advance warning of what he was going to 
do. That would have helped Humphrey to get off the hook, if he 
wanted to, and not fall on his face as it turned out that he did. In 
the hurly-burly of the convention, with Stevenson in one of his most 
indecisive moments, that arrangement fell through. 

Douglass Cater, Washington editor for the Reporter magazine, 
wrote, "Humphrey, lacking a floor organization, not knowing the 
handicaps he had to overcome, uncertain even whether a secret 
pledge had been made to Kefauver, was completely demoralized. 
At the same time, Kefauver, suspecting Stevenson of a deal with 
Humphrey or Kennedy, had actually started packing to leave Chi- 
cago. 

"The overnight efforts of the tiny Humphrey band were pathetic. 
Finding the liberal-labor groups committed to Kefauver, they made 
a desperate effort to rally support among the Southern and border- 
state delegations. It was a hopeless task. Governor Orval Faubus, 
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whose Arkansas delegation liad actually been polled for Humphrey, 
failed to deliver. On the list ballot Humphrey got 134 votes to Ken- 
nedy's 294^2 and Kef auver's 466^. One hope after another faded. By 
the start of the second ballot, half the Minnesota delegation, which 
had remained uneasily loyal to Humphrey on the first, defected to 
Kefauver.** 

One of the main conclusions Cater drew from the episode was 
that the Soutihfs attitude toward Humphrey "had changed little in 
eight years, since Philadelphia." 

Cater said that Lyndon Johnson had tried to stir up support for 
the new and moderate Humphrey but that his Texas delegation 
would not hear of it. Texas and the rest of the South went for Ken- 
nedy and not for Kefauver, who had also been a strong civil rights 
man. Humphrey today says that neither party will ever in the future 
nominate anyone who is not a strong civil rights man. 

Humphrey made a personal resolution that never again would he 
lose a convention fight It would be better to appraise the situation 
correctly and bow out long before there was danger of being in- 
volved in a bruising defeat, under the eyes of his political colleagues, 
the press corps, and millions of television viewers. 

After the convention Humphrey went to bat for Stevenson with 
all the enthusiasm of which he is capable. Some of his would-be 
admirers have criticized him for this. Some Humphrey friends, who 
were Stevenson admirers up to then, were so burned up at what 
they thought was cavalier treatment of Humphrey that they "sat 
out* the 1956 campaign. That splinter didn't affect the 1956 election. 
Friends in Minnesota urged him to "punish** the Kefauver faction, 
but characteristically Humphrey wanted to "bind up the wounds, 
not put salt in them.** 

Humphrey's attitude after he had recovered from this humiliat- 
ing experience seemed to be that after all it was politics, and he 
understood the pressures and the motives of the people who, like 
Johnson, had left him in the final hours. 

Then he seemed to take a positive joy out of punishing himself 
with hard work in the campaign. It seemed as if it was almost a 
moral duty with him to see that he didn't crack or become bitter. 
Instead, he would be too exhausted, being a team player, to dwell 
on the fights of yesterday. 

This was something of the spirit in which he worked to pay off 
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that thMeen-hmdml-dollax debt in Ms first try for mayor. His 
friends insist this will probably be Ms response to any other major 
setback: he will say little about it-certainly say nothing public that 
would damage his party or Ms country. His response to setbacks 
generally is to try to work twice as hard, to be the best "good loser." 

Another tMng Humphrey's supporters say about Ms response to 
setbacks is that he is aggressively determined to learn from them. 
He will tell interviewers candidly, "Oh, I make mistakes, boy, do I 
make mistakes!" 

He now feels he made several mistakes in Ms convention behavior 
in 1956 and says, "I know exactly where the pressure points in a 
convention are now." 

He also has told Ms supporters that he would never again be in- 
terested in the vice-presidential nomination. He has said publicly 
that being in the Senate is too wonderful a job to leave for another 
*in wMch you would stand around waiting for somebody else to catch 
cold." 

With all respect to such remarkable Vice-Presidents as Theodore 
Roosevelt and Richard M. Nixon, it is doubtful that American history 
gives much idea of what it would be like to have a Vice-President 
with the energy and drive of Hubert Humphrey. And it is said that 
other leading contenders for the nomination merely look alarmed 
when asked if they might consider Humphrey as a running mate 
or as a man who would be presiding over the Senate while they pre- 
sided over the WMte House. 

So on the surface it would appear that Humphrey will never take 
the number two spot and that it is not likely ever to be offered to 
him. 

"But only a Mgh school boy or a naive supporter of Humphrey 
would take all that at face value,'* said one of the most knowledge- 
able Democrats in the capital "If once again it is the closing hours 
of a convention, the convention has chosen another man who is be- 
ing generous and also in a great mood of exhilaration and it looks 
like a Democratic year, and they call up Hubert and he says, Hu- 
bert, I want you to know that I've just got to go out there and tell 
them that you've accepted and will be my running mate/ I would 
never bet one dollar against a hundred dollars that in that early 
morning hour he might not change Ms mind. And that doesn't mean 
that he is insincere for one minute. But when the cMps are down 
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and the convention is roaring, waiting to send you to some Mnd of 
spot in history, there are not many people whom yon could count 
on to return a flat and final *No?" 

If he did get the number two or for that matter the number one 
nomination, and lost, then, his friends say, you would see a man try- 
ing to become the world's title holder as "a good loser." Thus they 
unwittingly play into the hands of those who say Humphrey would 
be a great fighter to carry the bannerany year that you feel is not 
going to be a Democratic year. To this his friends reply that he is a 
long shot to be nominated, "but if nominated, this whirlwind cam- 
paigner will win/' 



PART IV 



The World 



"Today the world does not need massive retalia- 
tion, but massive doses of health, and food, and 
education." 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 



CHAPTER XV 

Doland's Debater Meets 
Russia's Champion 



At two-thirty on the afternoon of December i, 1958, Hubert Hum- 
phrey was told that he could see the "First Minister" Nikita S. 
Khrushchev-- at 3 P.M. that same day. 

Senator Humphrey was in Russia as part of a European trip to 
study medical, health, and research problems. He had been asked 
by the Russians what he would like to do in Russia, and he had 
made some unusual requests he would like to speak on a television 
program, he would like to see an automobile factory, and of course he 
would like to see Premier Khrushchev. 

As they whisked him off to the Kremlin with escorts and a photog- 
rapher, the Russians might have been amazed if they could have 
peered inside Humphrey's head. He was boiling over with a mix- 
ture of idealism and political thinking and plain ordinary excitement. 
Others may grow blase at meeting the earth's rulers, he never will. 
And of course anyone might have been flustered at being rushed 
into such a whirlwind interview. 

To quote from the senator's own account, "In a matter of minutes, 
I was at the Kremlin with two official escorts and an Intourist 
photographer. We walked at least a hundred and fifty feet down a 
tremendous, carpeted corridor on the second floor, then another hun- 
dred feet or so along a similar corridor to our right, and entered the 
outer office of the premier's suite, 

"At three minutes to three o'clock I was ushered into Khrushchev's 
office. It appeared to be some fifty feet long by thirty-five feet wide, 
big but not particularly ornate or impressive. Khrushchev was seated 
at a very plain desk of dark wood, measuring perhaps six by four 
feet, just about the size of my desk in Washington. As he got up and 
walked around the desk to meet me with his hand outstretched, I 
could see that he was well groomed in a dark suit a light tie, a 
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white shirt with simple cuff links, and two small decorations in the 
form of red stars on his jacket lapel. After we had greeted each 
other he asked if I would mind having a few photographs taken. 
Hie Soviet photographers ordered Urashchev and me around just 
as they would have done in Washington, and I said something to 
the effect that photographers were the same everywherealways 
'one more/ Khrushchev laughed and asked me to pose for "one more* 
with him." 

They did not know at the time the photographs were taken that 
beneath one of them would be the statement "Start of eight and a 
half hour session as crack Soviet interpreter Oleg Troyanovsky takes 
notes.** 

Humphrey was surprised in the first place to have gotten to the 
Kremlin and later was more surprised that he had stayed so long. 

He had hoped to be able to take Muriel and Julius Cahn with him* 
Cahn was a young project director of the Senate Committee on Gov- 
ernment Operations, who was accompanying the Humphreys on 
their European tour. But the Russians told him that this was a rush 
call, that there was only a limited time available and he would not be 
able to pick up Mr. Cahn. 

At that time it seems a long time ago very few American politi- 
cians had met Mr. Khrushchev. It was always a question how one 
was to meet with any Russian diplomats or officials. After the cen- 
sure and death of Senator McCarthy it became easier but it is still 
a hot political question. If Mr. Gromyko can be invited to the United 
Nations, surely he can be invited to dinner, and if one is going to 
dinner with him, surely one can shake hands with him. And yet there 
are politicians in the United States who have been capable of mount- 
ing a hysterical attack on an American politician for being "chummy 
with the Russians," and one handshake can be and has been cited as 
evidence. 

Furthermore, any senator and particularly any member of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, knows that there is a limit to what 
anyone on the congressional side of things should do in the way of 
diplomacy. Conducting our country's foreign affairs is the business 
of the President of the United States. He has an entire department, 
headed by the Secretary of State, that brings him information from 
all corners of the globe, which the congressional side of government 
cannot hope to match. Foreign affairs, moreover, in many ways is a 
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more delicate and precarious business than anything done on the 
domestic side. Saying the wrong thing may lead to the most serious 
consequences. 

In any case, as Humphrey was hurried to the Kremlin and into 
the course of an interview with the f ast-talking Khrushchev, he knew 
that he was dealing with material that would be very hot to handle 
at the time, and very likely it would be hotter when he got home. As 
a responsible member of the Foreign Relations Committee, he knew 
also that he could carry messages back and forth but was not an 
official representative of the United States policy, although he knew 
that the Premier in many ways would look on him as if he were, 
no matter what he said to the contrary. Meanwhile, in the Kremlin, 
on the hot spot, as soon as he was engaged in spirited conversation 
with Mr. Khrushchev he knew that dealing with the Russian leader 
was a whole chapter in itself so far as delicacy and complexity were 
concerned- 

For the first hour and a half Humphrey did most of the talking 
and Khrushdiev did not display much emotion or any enthusiastic 
interest. As Humphrey has said, "It has long been my belief that 
despite the political differences between the ILS. and the Soviet 
Union there are many areas of non-political co-operation that are 
open to our governments and people. I urged him to take a personal 
interest in these subjects. My chief emphasis was upon the great 
need and opportunity for international co-operation in medical re- 
searchfor example, jointly combating cancer and heart disease 
the approach that I call ^health for peace.* Khrushchev agreed (or 
professed to agree) with practically everything that I had to say 
on this vital subject Among other things he said the Soviet Union 
will give enthusiastic support to my proposal that the U.N. sponsor 
a world-wide International Public Health and Medical Research 
Year, probably in 1961, somewhat similar to the successful Interna- 
tional Geophysical Year* He also promised to do his powerful best 
at the Moscow end to remove bureaucratic and political obstructions 
in the way of the cultural exchange program that the Soviet and 
American governments agreed upon a full year ago. With frequent 
ejaculations of Da> da, daT Khrushchev indicated that he believes as 
strongly as I do that both our countries stand to benefit from the 
maximum exchange of visitors and knowledge/* 

It is interesting to note that when Mr. Khrushchev came to the 
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United State he brought with Mm medical research people and that 
one of the main places he wanted to visit was the Institutes of 
Health in Bethesda. At the last moment Khrushchev's own visit to 
the Institutes had to be canceled but members of his delegation held 
enthusiastic meetings with United States scientists there and this 
may be taken as a result, in part, of the Humphrey visit to the 
Kremlin. 

However, to Humphrey it appeared that the Soviet Premier was 
genuinely enthusiastic but that obviously he usually leaves matters 
of research and public health to other people; he was much more 
concerned with diplomatic questions. 

When they had finished this part of the conversation Humphrey 
indicated a willingness to go but said of course there were many 
other topics that could be discussed* 

It was Khrushchev who said, "What would you like to talk about?" 

Their conversation swiftly got into subjects in which the Premier 
showed a much keener interest for example, the matter of Berlin, 
the matter of nuclear disarmament, and the question of bases sup- 
posedly encircling the U.S.S JR. 

While discussing atomic progress Mr. Khrushchev told Humphrey 
that Russian scientists had recently developed a "five megaton 
bomb*" using one tenth less fissionable material than was previously 
required* 

The Premier also discussed another secret, his Syoo-mile missile. 
He said, 1 will tell you something that you do not know and your 
government doesn't know, we have a new one that we haven't been 
able to test adequately. We have to test it in stages." 

And he boasted, "Maybe we ought to have competition on rockets. 
You know we are having trouble testing our intercontinental ballistic 
missiles. They shoot too far.*' 

Khrushchev said several things that were in the nature of messages 
for Mr. Humphrey to take home to Washington and to the White 
House. The Premier repeated often, "X have the deepest respect for 
President Eisenhower . . . we want no evil to the United States or 
to free Berlin. You must assure the President of this." 

Though he spoke quite admiringjy of Eisenhower, he also said, "I 
did not like Truman. I did not like Truman's policies, but Truman 
did make decisions." 

Sometimes this got to be quite a strange conversation as conversa- 
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tions with the genial ex-miner who is now head of tie Soviet system 
have a way of becoming. One moment lie would smile and the next 
lie would make some grim threat 

Soon after his Kremlin trip Humphrey reported that Khrushchev 
had even praised Vice-President Nixon. But Khrushchev was quite 
bitter about the late John Foster Dulles, who of course was Secretary 
of State at this time. He said, "I am sorry that the policies of the 
United States are made by Dulles. He is a man of a very special 
kind of character. This is your own internal matter, but that is not 
only my view. Throughout the whole world he is regarded in the 
same way. It is not just I who do not like Mr. Dulles. If you don't 
think so, read the British press and the French press and the press 
of other countries. However, I will tell you that the Soviet Union 
will survive. We have survived many Secretaries of State." 

When Khrushchev characterized Dulles as "imperialist** and "war- 
like,** Humphrey sharply disagreed. He said, "If that were so, Presi- 
dent Eisenhower would not have him as his Secretary of State and 
the people wouldn't have him, either.** Humphrey said, "Let us hear 
no more of this/' and they "heard no more of it* 

Later in the conversation, said Humphrey, TSlrushchev once 
ticked me off in somewhat the same fashion. 1 * They had been talk- 
ing about "colonialism** and Humphrey had said that, after all, the 
Americans were "the original anti-colonials.** To this Khrushchev said 
peremptorily, "We will not speak of this. We might disagree.** 

So the conversation rocked along, hour after hour. Humphrey got 
the firm idea, which of course was confirmed many months kter by 
thousands of other Americans, that one had to be careful above all 
of "talking down** to the Premier, but that if one spoke bluntly and 
candidly to him he seemed not only to appreciate it but actually to 
like it At one point Mr. Khrushchev said, "Let us go off the record 
as you Americans say,** Humphrey had been taking notes for several 
hours but he put away his paper and pen. Then the two men had a 
conversation that was not recorded but covered many topics Berlin 
was not one of them* Apparently they talked a good deal about the 
practice of politics, but Humphrey has held fast to his pledge not to 
report what was said in that part of the conversation. One may sur- 
mise that they discussed differences and likenesses between political 
methods in the U.S.SJEL and the U.S.A. 

Humphrey has often said that the Russian Premier is a politician 
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as well as a dictator and that "this is a new combination for the Rus- 
sians" as well as for us to deal with. He also said that he f eek Khru- 
shchev could be either a political boss, the head of a political 
machine in the U.S., or he could be a candidate, "a front man 7 * who 
could go out and please the population with Ms campaigning and 
debating in, say, a legislature or Congress. There seems no doubt 
that, so far as Ms political abilities are concerned, Khrushchev is ad- 
mired by Hubert Humphrey and vice versa. Humphrey of course 
said this sort of thing long before the President said, after Khrushchev 
returned to Russia from his visit to the United States, "He certainly 
is an extraordinary character." 

In Humphrey's words, "Khrushchev used some of his harshest lan- 
guagebut in a tone of gleeful good humor when he discussed 
President Eisenhower's rejection last July of a request for credits to 
finance Soviet purchases of consumer goods in the U.S. Khrushchev 
said that in our propaganda we had been telling the Soviet people 
how badly off they ware and how sorry Americans were for them, 
and that he 'just got tired of it/ So he wrote a personal letter to 
President Eisenhower, requesting the credits* Khrushchev continued 
that he was delighted when the President rejected the request Tou 
helped me/ he said, Tou showed my people that you did not really 
care about them. You walked right into it You were stupid, you 
werefookr** 

At other times Khrushchev made it clear that he did not follow 
the classic Marxist-Lenin-Stalin doctrines letter by letter. And in par- 
ticular he said that in China it had been found difficult or impossible 
to manage agriculture and to direct big communal farms according 
to the classic Marxist doctrine of collectivism. 

Humphrey was surprised, startled, and for the moment somewhat 
disarmed by the disposition of the Russian Premier to speak so 
frankly. Later it appeared that the Premier regretted some of his 
frankness. But at least for several hours that evening the pharmacist 
and the miner had a remarkable and on the whole very pleasant in- 
terchange of views. 

At the time of Humphrey's Kremlin visit, however, the press was 
more concerned with its own impressions of Humphrey. The re- 
action to the Humphrey-Khrushchev conversation was sensational. 

At first blush many Washingtonians and the average Moscow cor- 
respondent for an American newspaper smiled broadly. There was 
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something about the idea of Humphrey talking for hours to Khru- 
shchev that amused everyone. Later it was suggested by another 
senator, when Mao was rumored to be reigning his office, that Mao 
was afraid he was next on Humphrey's list, that Humphrey was 
headed in his direction and he might be talked to death. 

More seriously, the reaction of Washington observers was that 
Humphrey had done extraordinarily well in presenting American at- 
titudes. He had obviously struck some chords of understanding with 
Mr. Khrushchev, which up to that time no one else had been able 
to manage. Overnight a number of people began to say that Hum- 
phrey had become a much more likely contender for the 1960 presi- 
dential race. 

The chief of the New York Times Washington bureau, James 
Reston, said that Washington had been skeptical of Humphrey for 
years. "He has been suffering for years from the original impression 
he created here as a gabby, to-hell-with-the-consequences-lib^aL 
. . Hubert Humphrey is still a pretty glib and cockyfellow. . .but 
the Senate has amended its opinion of Mm upward in the last six 
years*** 

Doris Jleeson, one of the leading liberal columnists, wrote, "It's a 
very Merry Christmas for Hubert Humphrey." 

The conservative U. S. News and World Report reported in a star- 
tled manner that the senator "managed, to start a Presidential boom 
from the steps of the Kremlin itself ... he carried it halfway around 
the world to the steps of the White Housa For a week he received 
big and favorable headlines. The boom remained sturdily alive." 

A few months later Fletcher Knebel, a wisecracking Washington 
columnist, looked back and said, "It looks as if Hubert Humphrey 
succeeded in prying open the door of the Kremlin so that Bichard 
Nkon could walk through on his way to the White House." 

In Moscow that December night Humphrey was very careful to 
report the extent of his conversation to the American Embassy im- 
mediately. As a matter of fact he took his notes, which were unusu- 
ally legible and voluminous, back to the embassy and there he sat 
down with a recording machine and for hours dictated quotations, 
impressions, and conclusions on his discussion. The substance of this 
was immediately cabled to the Secretary of State in a lengthy and 
detailed report When Humphrey met reporters later on they found 
him, as 17. S. News put it, "unusually reluctant to talk." 
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On the way home from Moscow, when Ms plane landed in Oslo, 
London, and Washington, he was besieged by reporters and he did 
give them additional threads of information. In Washington two 
hundred reporters turned out for a press conference. Some reporters 
felt that at this time "Mr. Humphrey added a few more suspense- 
making teasers." The next day the senator spent eighty minutes with 
President Eisenhower and another half hour telling White House re- 
porters about his meeting with the President 

It was at this time that Eleanor Roosevelt said that Humphrey 
had the "spark of greatness" that the next President would need. 
Other people chimed in. For example, Senator Mike Monroney, an 
Oklahoma Democrat, at this time spoke his approval of such a 
nomination. 

Many wondered what was in Khrushchev's mind when he picked 
Humphrey as a man with whom to talk or carry messages. The Balti- 
more Sun said that Khrushchev had "confided the secrets to the most 
notorious chatterbox In the United States Senate/* Even V. S. News, 
however, felt that if Khrushchev had tried to "use" the senator 
for propaganda purposes "Senator Humphrey, undeceived, had 
promptly put the situation to his own political advantage/' U. S. 
News at that time said that one of the main messages Humphrey 
had brought was a that Khrushchev would like to journey to Wash- 
ington for a meeting with the President, if he could only wangle an 
invitation.'* 17. S. News and World Report did not think much of 
that suggestion, but as history turned out it was acted upon, with 
implications for the entire human race. 

Magazines like Newsweek and Time made the meeting their num- 
ber one story of the week, and later Humphrey himself wrote a 
lengthy article for Life magazine about the experience in the Krem- 
lin. In it he made clear that the first tiring to do with Khrushchev 
was to take him quite seriously. It may be hard for Americans now 
to remember, but when Khrushchev first came to power he was re- 
garded as a funny round little man who drank too much at official 
receptions and made off-the*cuff bloopers and braggadocio remarks. 

Humphrey emphasized that Khrushchev was an "extremely in- 
telligent and a shrewd man with a terrific sense of humor; he is a 
country boy who has made good/* The move was appraised inter* 
nationally as a new pattern on the part of Khrushchev to seek some 
understanding with the West. Earlier in 1958 Khrashchev had in- 
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vited Adlai Stevenson to a two-hour talk and at that time the boss 
of the Kremlin was well aware that the voters were turning to the 
Democrats, something they did in the November elections. Khm- 
shchev had seemed to believe that the big Democratic victory in 
the off-year elections was a "repudiation** by the American people 
of Secretary Dulles' cautious way of dealing with the Russians. (The 
Democrats did not see it that way, ) According to Newsweek, Khru- 
shchev was launched on a full-scale diplomatic offensive to woo the 
Democrats, split asunder the bi-partisan foreign policy of the U.S. 
and luH the West while Communism rolls on." If this was Khru- 
shchev's theory he did not stick to it very long. For along with the 
reaction to Humphrey's speeches and articles about his trip came 
an angry outburst from the mercurial Mr. Khrushchev* 

On February 5, 1959, Khrushchev went to address the Communist 
Party Congress. 

He said that he considered Humphrey a peddler of fairy tales and 
a "fabricator.'* 

He said further, "You will remember that this senator recently 
visited the Soviet Union and I had a talk with him. In the expecta- 
tion of a noisy sensation, Humphrey, in his speeches and articles, 
told fairy tales three bags full of them such as the story that he 
had brought a special message from the Soviet government to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower of course no such message existed at all and that 
I had confided two important secrets to him. 

"Indeed, I could find a better partner to share secrets with than 
Mr. Humphrey. 

"Senator Humphrey's wild imagination ran riot when he began to 
make up his inventions about the relations between the Soviet Union 
and the Chinese People's Republic. In this he even exceeded the 
well-known compiler of fabrications, Baron Munchausen. 

"And now the Yugoslav revisionists have taken this fabricator unto 
themselves as a witness. The very idea that I could have been in any 
way confidential with a man who himself boasts of his twenty-year 
struggle against Communism can only serve to raise a laugh. 

"Anybody who has the slightest knowledge of politics, not to speak 
of a knowledge of Marxism-Leninism, will understand how unthink- 
able a confidential talk with Humphrey would be on questions of 
the policy of Communist parties, on our relations with our best 
friends, the leading people in tibe Communist party of China. 
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"Evidently, matters are going so badly with the Yugoslav revision- 
ists that they are picking up all sorts o ridiculous inventions. This 
reminds me of the way newspaper peddlers sold their gutter papers 
in tsarist Russia. The newspaper seller would come running along 
shouting: 'Extraordinary occurrence! Woman gives birth to a girl 
with whiskers!' 

"And the inexperienced reader, of course, would grab the news- 
paper and look for the report of that event and not find anything 
of the sort. But the newspaper peddler had sold his paper and he 
had done his job. 

"It seems to me Senator Humphrey and the Yugoslavs have some- 
thing in common with the salesmen of the yellow press." 

So Humphrey concluded that he had apparently "touched a very 
sensitive political nerve** when he passed on to the world the state- 
ment that the Premier made to him about not following the Com- 
munists* classic doctrine down to the last eyelash. The Kremlin 
leader is supposed to be the world prophet of the Communist faith 
and therefore lie must never deviate and in any case his relations 
with China are his number one problem. So Khrushchev, who had 
not bothered to jump on Humphrey at the time his reactions were 
publicized, apparently did so after he began to hear repercussions 
from China and Yugoslavia. 

Humphrey, feeling that he should not engage in a shouting match 
with the Soviet Premier, issued a restrained press statement saying, 
It is rather significant that Mr, Khrushchev's now adverse reaction 
was not made known when my remarks were first publicized; rather, 
his denials are only now coming forth, in the midst of the Com- 
munist party's policy meeting, after the Soviet First Minister has 
been criticized by some of his satellites. 

**Mr, Khrushchev appears particularly sensitive, and understand- 
ably so, to having some of his remarks about Red China's communes 
publicized. Yet it might be well to remind him that his first deputy, 
Mr. Anastas Mikoyan, made similar comments while he was in this 
country, reaffirming what Mr* Khrushchev had told! me. 

*My only suggestion is that Mr. Khrushchev recall one point in 
our conversation on which we agreed that the cause of peace would 
be better served if we quit 'name calling" and concentrated instead 
on ways we might better work together toward a joint and lasting 
peace.** It is interesting to note that Humphrey passed up an op- 
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portimity for quick profits In the anti^ommunist business by hold- 
ing Ms rebuttal to a moderate tone. He wished to keep open the 
communication channels to the Soviet leadeirsMp channels that a 
future White House resident would find useful to the nation. 

After the racket over the talk had died down it became clear to 
seasoned political observers that the Khrushchev incident had 
caused people to take another look at Humphrey. When they ap- 
praised the Humphrey of the present day, instead of their memories 
of Humphrey as he had been some years before, it was generally 
realized that he had become one of the most influential men in the 
national capital. 

So far as bringing home vital information or changing the foreign 
policy of the United States goes, this visit was but one more of 
the several unusual contacts Americans have had with the Soviet 
Premier. Of course it did show that apparently the Premier would 
respond to a certain kind of blunt candor, a point that was under- 
lined when Vice-President Kichard Nixon made his trip to the So- 
viet Union. 

But what happened so far as Humphrey's reputation was con- 
cerned was not based directly on what he had accomplished there 
except that he had made spectacular news. When everybody in 
Washington had talked about the event for a few days they found 
themselves revising upward their opinion of the senior senator from 
Minnesota. 

The New Republic had said before this, "Humphrey ... is busily 
proving himself on issue after issue ... in foreign affairs especially, 
he has become a pace setter for his party . . * identifying himself 
with controversies which more often than not are shunned by his 
colleagues as too risky. . . ." 

After the visit to Khrushchev, James Reston wrote in the New 
York Times that the senator was "beginning to get the political 
breaks and he is now just old and experienced enough to know just 
how to exploit them . . . about all this does for the moment is to 
bring Mr. Humphrey forward far enough so that he will be studied 
more carefully than he has been in the last few years. But tibis is 
important. 

Doris Fleeson said, "Senator Humphrey's report on his travels . . 
was no ordinary turnout . . . the press galleries have long known 
Senator Humphrey as a talented and resourceful politician ... in 
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Monday's conference they appreciated the fact that he had utilized 
those talents effectively within the walls of the Kremlin itself. . , .* 
Chalmers Roberts wrote in the Washington Post that "Humphrey 
represented the kind of executive vigor so lacking in Washington. 
Khrushchev apparently sensed this as something he had not en- 
countered before in the leading Americans.** 

It is interesting that Mr. Khrushchev is criticized in Communist 
circles and among satellites of the Soviet Union "for talking too 
much/* In passing Judgment on the whole exchange between the 
two men, it would appear that on this occasion the voluble senator 
from Minnesota was not the one who talked beyond his depth or 
said too much in a delicate situation. Mr. Khrushchev may well dis- 
agree, and when he came to the United States he and the senator 
never got together or attended the same function. Mrs. Humphrey 
was invited and went to the Soviet Embassy on Sixteenth Street for 
their most gala party and reception the one attended by the most 
jittering crowd of diplomats and celebrities, including Van Clibuin, 
the pianist. But on the day that Khrushchev had a long session with 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Mr. Humphrey was in 
Worthington, Minnesota, addressing the annual turkey day festivi- 
ties where fifty thousand rural Minnesotans most of them voters- 
turned out to hear him. That night Humphrey flew back to Wash- 
ington to attend an important reception of the Democratic National 
Committee, but he never saw Mr. Khrushchev or got in touch with 
him personally in any way. 

However, some of the things that were discussed in the Hum- 
phrey-Khrushchev talk in the Kremlin such as further exchange of 
persons and co-operative medical research, and a resumption of trade 
relations appear to be well under way as this is written in the win- 
ter of 1959-60. 

When Humphrey was in Khrushchev's office he made a point of 
telling the Premier that he had fought Communism for twenty years, 
beginning with the great battle inside the DFL on the streets of 
Minneapolis, and through the prairie and countryside of Minnesota. 
This was the point to which the Premier alluded when he spoke to 
the Party Congress, but Humphrey did not find it a drawback to 
their negotiations that Khrushchev should understand that Hum- 
phrey was familiar with his philosophy and was against it 
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On the other hand Humphrey believes in equal directness and 
some candor concerning things he admires and likes. When he wrote 
about this angle of the cold war he put it this way: 

Nildta S. Khrushchev is a complicated human being with many 
moods. He is also a consummate politician, with many motives. 
... A few years ago an American official spoke of the Russians 
and the "Oriental mind." This implies that some human beings are 
just naturally different. This sort of nonsense does us a great dis- 
service. The Russians are human beings, like the rest of the human 
race. We may find the Russians hard to understand, because their 
value systems are different from ours, but they are human beings, 
they have human minds precisely like ours, and we must find 
humane ways to communicate and to compete. 

Mr. Khrushchev in particular has a receptive mind and very 
human traits. 

During his visit, he will undoubtedly make many seemingly off- 
hand comments, which appear unpremeditated. Americans should 
remember that he is not only speaking to his hosts and to the 
American people but lie has in mind other countries, the neutrals, 
the satellites, and always the men at home in the Kremlin. Some 
things in America he may be delighted with, but he will know that 
he simply could not express great enthusiasm for them without 
causing repercussions at home or in the ranks of some ally, such as 
China. We may forget this, but he will not forget it. 

The nature of the cold war creates such pressures on all sides. 
Americans coming home from Russia will not be as enthusiastic or 
as candid about some things there as they might be, because such 
enthusiasm may be criticized at home. This is part of the tragedy 
of the cold war. This circle has to be broken or civilization will 
explode. 

Both of us must speak some plain truths in public and private. 

Premier Khrushdiev is the leader of a world-wide political 
movement, the prophet of a fanatic faith. The Chinese, for one ex- 
ample, suspiciously peer over his shoulder to see that he remains 
"jmre in the faith,* that he does not become dominated too much 
by Russian national motives. 

Khrushchev is also chief of a reluctant empire, the symbol of 
tyranny to mfllions of enslaved people in the satellite countries. 
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Meanwhile, Khrushchev is production chief of all the fectories 
and fauns of a nation which is competing with us, night and day. 
The title of Ehrashchev s latest book, a Russian best seller, of 
course, is Towards Victory in the Peaceful Competition with 
Capitalism. 

Finally, Khrushchev comes to us as a politically sensitive leader 
of millions of human beings. I do not believe Mr. Khrushchev can 
totally ignore the average Russian, who passionately hopes, as does 
the average American, that the hydrogen bomb will never be used 
by any nation upon any other. 

We should listen politely and speak candidly to all of these 
Khrushchevs the prophet, the human being, the production chief 
and the dictator-politician. 

We should listen with caution born of experience, but greet 
Tilm with courtesy bom of confidence. The eyes and the hopes of 
mankind are upon us. 

A key to all of Humphrey's dealings is the fact that to him people 
are irst of all human beings. This may sound to a cynic like an old 
and worn-out clich4 but it means something to the typists who work 
hours overtime in the Humphrey office, and apparently it meant 
something to NiMta S. Khrushchev. 

As Humphrey thought over his extraordinary evening with Khru- 
shchev he knew that he might take the easy way out. He could go 
home and give out the general line, *Tve seen this ruthless man and 
I know again just how evil Communism is." If he behaved in this 
way he might find it was the safest course, politically. In America 
today one cannot be sure that the people will not turn at some future 
date and seek to punish those who have sought to negotiate with 
the Russians. However, to take this course would probably have en- 
dangered the future exchange of informal conversations between the 
Russian Premier and other leaders of the West Humphrey reasoned 
(correctly, as it turned out) that Khrushchev was quite sincere in 
saying he sought further informal conversations of a rather candid 
nature. Of course Mr. Khrushchev is known to be a master of propa- 
ganda and the Kremlin under his regime has often done one thing 
and said another, but on many occasions Mr. Khrushchev has been 
surprisingly frank in stating his purposes and his fears. Humphrey 
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saw this and decided that he Lad to take the chance of reporting 
candidly and rather folly, in spite of the political risk this would 
bring at tome. 

Between the time Humphrey got home and the time the Kremlin 
turned on "him and attacked him, the extreme conservatives did start 
to haul Humphrey over the coals. The magazine Human Events* 
a journal of opinion, said, "The liberal* Democrats, triumphant in 
the recent election, have their Kremlin-blessed candidate. 5 * Unfortu- 
nately the writer does not have at hand what Human Evertts had 
to say after Mr. Nixon was given such a warm reception in Siberia 
and Poland, 

Others made fun of Humphrey's emphasis upon the strength, in- 
telligence, and resilience of Mr. Khrushchev. Douglass Cater quotes 
an elder statesman who said, "You have been in the liotfs den and 
described the lion for us, but Hubert, we already knew there was a 
lion in there." 

And while some of the Washington wiseacres among the news- 
papermen had criticized him for talking too much about the visit, he 
also had the same criticism from Mr. Bhrashchev. Of course Hum- 
phrey knew that it is impossible to deal with Mr. Khrushchev in 
any way that will please the entire American public. It is also im- 
possible for an American to deal with Mr. Khrushchev in a way that 
will never lead form to become angry, or at least to pretend to be 
angry. These would seem to be self-evident propositions and can be 
applied not only to Humphrey but to any other American who goes 
into the lion's den and tries to bring out something useful for 
freedom-loving peoples* 

It may be of interest to our story, however, to examine Hum- 
phrey^ judgment of Khrushchev and the Russians, Before Khru- 
shchev came over here, before he made many speeches to explain 
himself, Humphrey, on the basis of one interview and subsequent 
study of his policies, made some exceedingly interesting observations. 

Humphrey's friends and supporter say there are dozens of such 
examples in his record, and they think it a prime requisite of a 
leader that he learn things before the crowd does. They believe 
Humphrey perceives the situation far more quickly than the aver- 
age man, and therefore is equipped to make decisions on momentous 
matters before a situation has become too grave. 
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Here are some quotations from Humphre/s judgment of Khru- 
shchev before the ktter's American tour: 

I think there is a basic psychological pattern behind many of 
his reactions, and many other observers agree that it is a key to 
the present-day political outlook of the Russian leaders. 

That meeting o ours gave me an indelible impression here is 
a man with an almost sentimental humility at times, who will 
switch over to an arrogance so extreme that it seems irresponsible. 
Thinking it over, I concluded that some of his cockiness and 
threatening manner comes directly from his feelings of inferiority. 
He and Russia are new arrivals in the great and grim business of 
twentieth-century power diplomacy. He has some of the same 
swagger which you may find in the "get rich quick boy" who has 
just muscled his way up in society. 

Like all such comparisons, it is dangerous to take this too far. 
We cannot even compare Khrushchev's competitive spirit with 
the competition that a small firm, now become powerful, might 
have towards General Motors. He and Russia are engaged in trade 
competition with us, by the way, but they are also engaged in far 
more serious conflict on the social, ideological, and weapons pro- 
duction fronts. This particular "new arrival,** throwing his weight 
around, could blow up the whole town. But let me be dear, the 
Soviet Premier is sophisticated in his chosen profession, I am not 
implying ignorance when I say "new arrival'*! 

But neither he nor his people feel comfortable in their new posi- 
tion in the world. The Russian people admire us keenly, they al- 
most worship such names as Ford, yet at the same time they dis- 
trust "capitalists." They want greatly to equal our production, to 
pass us, and to triumph over usand at the same time or at in- 
between times, they still feel inferior, they look up to us, and they 
want our help, but hate to admit it 

These are national attitudes reflected as a matter of policy in 
Khrushchev's statements and on top of that he is personally com- 
petitive. He frequently makes startling competitive statements 
about other Soviet leaders. If you tell a joke, he wants to top it. 
When I told him that I expected the Democrats would soon be 
in power, and then our production and our ideas "will run you 
out of Gorki Park," he seemed to like it. At that point his mood 
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was such that I am confident he felt rather pleased that the great 
American power might extend itself to compete with Russia it 
flattered Trim. He laughed, although I meant this seriously, that 
there would soon be more exertion on our part But he immediately 
set out to answer my comment. 

If you know how a younger athlete may admire, and compete 
with, and be inspired by, and at the same time resent an older 
athlete, I think you have a basic clue to Mr. Khrushchev and to 
understanding the Russians. At the time when the younger athlete 
has finally developed and matured, the most inflammatory thing 
the older can do is to be condescending. Khrushchev personally 
and politically wants acceptance from the United States. I say this 
regardless of what arrogant remark he may make the same day 
you read this. 

In my opinion we can expect trouble in cxramrajications at any 
time that people dealing with Mr. Harashchev forget that Russia 
today is a great power and her First Minister is an able and re- 
sourceful man. A most likely error is to underestimate him, and 
often in the past, our leaders have underestimated the Russians* 



CHAPTER XVI 

To Live without Fear 



Perhaps the most consistent theme in all of Senator Humphrey's ac- 
tivities has been his constant effort to understand modern weapons 
and therefore to work toward realistic negotiations for arms control 
and a better understanding with the Russians. 

In July of 1955 he introduced the resolution that created a special 
Subcommittee on Disarmament, which reports to the larger Foreign 
Relations Committee. Ever since, he has been chairman of that sub- 
committee and has worked through it and by every other means 
available to alert the Senate, the Executive, and the public to the 
need for arms control and a peace based on the realities of the 
atomic age. 

His fellow senators are explicit in their admiration of the knowl- 
edge and enthusiasm Humphrey has brought to this often unpopu- 
lar issue. Informed persons who still believe that ways and means 
may be found to avert a world catastrophe agree that he has been 
the principal spokesman for new ideas. His leadership and his staff 
have made the Senate committee the information center for all or- 
ganizations and experts including many persons in the State De- 
partment who seek practical ways and means to avoid a big-power 
stalemate and ultimately a war of hydrogen bombs dropped by in- 
tercontinental missiles. 

Through thick and thin, when the cause of disarmament seemed 
most dreamy or most dangerous as an approach to the Russians, and 
when it has become popular and therefore likely to be a political 
football, the senator has been remarkably consistent in his main 
theses. 

This task is in many ways uniquely suited to his talents. Idealism, 
a belief in the brotherhood of man, even a knowledge and apprecia- 
tion of the hideous potential of weapons that could loll hundreds of 
millions, are not enough to make an effective "fighter for peace" in 
the world of today. Very few people realize it but it seems to be 
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true that a hopeful technology o peace is growing up alongside the 
technology of war. Humphrey has emphasized again and again that 
armament and disarmament must be considered together, and that 
both defense and negotiation policies must be constantly re-exam- 
ined in the light of the latest technological and scientific advances. 
You have to know your weapons in order to know how they might 
be controlled or abolished. 

Just as a physician, no matter how idealistic and merciful, cannot 
cope with illness unless he understands specific symptoms, specific 
dangers, and specific remedies, the problem of the peacemaker in 
the modern world is in part a technical problem as are most 
twentieth-century problems. Humphrey has the idealism, the practi- 
cal experience of the Senate, the eloquence, and the ability to push 
and nag and coax the Executive and sometimes to square off in 
outrigjht battle against the secrecy that smothers the facts. But his 
idealism and political effectiveness have been uniquely served by 
his unsurpassed ability to absorb new facts and new scientific de- 
velopments. Like the late Senator Brien McMahon, he understands 
that science has given politics new dimensions in which to work, 
to wage war, or to wage peace. 

Some other senators have been better at using the committee sys- 
tem to make headlines and reputations for themselves, but few if 
any have ever surpassed Humphrey in the way he leads a committee 
staff. He uses the congressional hearing system to produce report 
after report that would do credit to the most scholarly department 
of a university. This is why the reports of the Subcommittee on Dis- 
armament have served as virtual handbooks for our negotiators at 
Geneva. 

In 1952, when "massive retaliation** was the theme of the hour, 
both our military and our diplomatic postures were relying heavily 
on big bombs. Public statements by the highest officials, as well as 
countless advertisements of aircraft companies, echoed the boast 
that if war should come the massive might of the Strategic Air Com- 
mand would obliterate the enemy within the hour. No one but a 
few fanatics, mystics, and enthusiasts of civil defense, plus a few 
hard-headed generals and a few people like Hubert Humphrey, 
worried about what would happen to the United States within that 
same hour. In 1953 and 1954 the latter year saw Senator Joe Mc- 
Carthy reach his peak it was considered somewhat ridiculous, if not 
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in fact subversive, to worry too much about whether national goals 
or the life of humanity would truly be served by massive atomic wars. 

But Humphrey was willing, characteristically, to think out loud 
about some of the things that troubled Quakers, apathetic neutrals, 
and quite a few military men who had begun to think about the first 
hour and the first month of massive retaliation. 

Through 1954 Humphrey tested some of his ideas, and as usual 
tried to deal practically with certain problems within the Senate it- 
self ... where the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy more or less 
owned the atom, the Committee on Armed Services owned "arma- 
ment," and the Foreign Relations Committee of course had jurisdic- 
tion over all matters of foreign policy. (This past year the senator 
has begun to think about and to urge the creation of a really good 
staff and a really comprehensive Senate committee that would do 
for the Senate roughly what the National Security Council should 
do for the executive side of the government. ) 

In 1955 that first Subcommittee on Disarmament was composed 
of six members from Foreign Relations, four from Armed Services, 
and two from the Atomic Energy Committee, It would be an under- 
statement to say that some of these men were reluctant. What was 
there for the Senate to say about disarmament, except that on the 
record we were strong for it but in practice there was no hope of 
it? What was the committee to do? It might be an excellent thing 
to meet in silent prayer for disarmament but one didn't need to 
go to a committee room to do that 

These objections were to recur even after the committee staff and 
an extraordinary group of distinguished witnesses in successive years 
had laid out a grim picture of the world as it was and as it would 
be ... and also brought out some ingenious ideas as to how it could 
be. The committee's path has always been thorny. 

In 1955, after Korea but before Sputnik, the basic theme of many 
persons was that we would never start a war, the Russians could 
not really threaten us for a long time, and our basic approach should 
be to see that all the neutrals of the world understood just how evil 
and poorly run the Russian system was, and just how peaceful and 
strong and well run our system was. 

Into this atmosphere Humphrey plunged full tilt, and his critics 
thought that once again he had gotten too far ahead of the facts of 
political life. 
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Three years later Jerome H. Spingam, a Washington lawyer and 
a long-time student of arms control and international relations, wrote 
of Humphrey in the November 1958 issue of the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists: 

Back in 1955, when all the glory went to the investigator who 
could stage the roughest, toughest spectacle, followed by the larg- 
est number of contempt or perjury convictions. Senator Hubert 
Humphrey set up a series of hearings on disarmament that had 
all the "ooinph" of a nine o'clock graduate seminar. Hearty and 
outgoing in manner, sometimes glib and vigorously partisan, Hum- 
phrey could easily have turned in a colorful performance. Instead, 
he announced, in a very humble way, that he had come to learn, 
and proceeded to call the best minds of the country to a series of 
quiet sessions at which problems of arms reduction and control 
were thoroughly and patiently explored and broken into compo- 
nent parts. Even when the administration left itself wide open 
after taunting him with occasional snubs, Humphrey refrained 
from counts-punching. The problem of controlling modern arma- 
ments was too serious for interparty warfare. 

As a result, Humphrey performed a unique service in getting 
important segments of the national community to begin giving se- 
rious attention to the problem of controlling and reducing arma- 
ments. The hearings educated a group of senators and stimulated 
the interest of a large number of scholars, journalists, scientists, 
and community leaders, widely scattered throughout the country. 

The subcommittee also helped to build a climate of public 
opinion in which actual progress became possible. During the 
committee's first year, when Governor Adlai Stevenson suggested 
a suspension of nuclear weapons tests, he was derided by the pro- 
fessional politicians and the editorial writers. Two years later, after 
the committee completed a series of hearings and staff studies, 
which thoroughly explored the subject, a substantially similar 
proposal has been advanced by the administration with the sup- 
port of Capitol Hill leaders and with a fanfare of congratulatory 
editorials. 

Through this activity Humphrey has won support for new ideas 
from both sides of the aisle, and pressure for new proposals there- 
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fore readies the AdmMstratioii from within the ranks of the Repub- 
lican party, 

Spiagam noted a fact that was then and still is true: all reports of 
the committee have been unanimous. No subject is more global and 
vague and subject to individual opinion than that of how to achieve 
world peace or even a measure of arms control. But Humphrey, as 
an Inveterate teacher as well as politician, has been determined that 
his subcommittee reports should be so objective that all kinds of 
persons can read them and agree that this is the basic reality of the 
situation, as best expert opinion and political judgment can make it. 

Each year the committee has held a series of hearings on one or 
more aspects of control and reduction of armaments. These have 
enabled some of the nation's most imaginative and informed persons 
to gain an audience for ideas that would otherwise have an uphill 
fight to be heard. If any scientist has an idea on how to make a more 
diabolical hell bomb, the doors of many government offices will swing 
open to him. But if he, or a student of political science, or a labor 
leader, has an idea on how to invent some machinery to promote 
arms control or peace, not many doors will open. As Senator Hum- 
phrey finally brought into the open, technical experts were supposed 
to be serving with Harold Stassen when he was head of a disarma- 
ment office and dubbed "Secretary for Peace.** But in fact very little 
scholarly or imaginative work was initiated by the Stassen office. 

The committee reports have discussed the need for special studies, 
lie pros and cons of nuclear testing, and the means taken to present 
our position on arms control abroad. 

Many people fear that tapering off our defense industries would 
cause major or minor depressions at home. Some prominent officials 
have said so, and the Communists are pleased to tell the world that 
we have to produce war goods, that capitalism cannot endure any 
other way. Many economists disagree, but opinions differ as to the 
result of such a cutback What would be the results of arms control 
on the economy? If we are serious in peace proposals, we ought to 
know what they will mean. 

The Humphrey subcommittee calls witnesses from the State De- 
partment, from Defense, the Atomic Energy Commission, and many 
other parts of the government. It has sometimes gone to such tech- 
nical and university capitals as Boston to hear expert witnesses. In 
Boston a famous chemist, Charles D. Coryett, made the ingenious 



TO LIVE WITHOUT FEAB 

suggestions that may lead to a trial zone IB which arms control ideas 
could be tried out* 

Since then military and political strategists have elaborated on 
this basic idea, and it has been a major feature of many other con- 
tributions in the diplomatic field. The change in American opinion 
which is still in progresson the various issues concerned in nuclear 
tests owes a great deal to the information brought out by the sub- 
committee. To a great extent the basic contribution has been assem- 
bling information in an understandable formbut no one who does 
not battle with secrecy can realize just how much of a fight that has 
been. 

Most newspaper readers will recall that Senator Humphrey and 
others had to use all their strength to pull out of Lewis L. Strauss* 
Atomic Energy Commission a correction of an important and totally 
wrong statement on nuclear tests. This is not the only such battle 
for the facts but it is an exceptionally clear illustration of some of 
the difficulties in this field. 

If Russia and the United States were to agree to stop atomic tests, 
the first stage toward banishing atomic warfare, it would be impor- 
tant to have quite reliable means of knowing that the agreement 
was being kept There has to be some system of "inspecting^ the 
world for illegal tests. 

Radiation detection systems can pick up radiation from most tests 
but have more trouble detecting underground tests and some small 
surface shots. However, seismographs, the instruments that detect 
earthquakes, can also detect nearly all ground explosions. Scientists 
differ somewhat as to whether systems could be worked out to de- 
tect satisfactorily all violations of any test ban. In the world today 
technical facts are irrevocably bound up with political situations. 
If a good inspection system could assure Russia that no U.S. bombs 
were being tested, and vice versa, both sides would be much more 
comfortable about the world situation. But if the inspection system 
were not tight enough it might not have to be "perf erf* so that it 
was markedly unsatisfactory, then any test ban system would per- 
haps increase rather than decrease world tension. 

The Russians are bitterly against any widespread system of inspec- 
tion stations located in towns and cities of the U.S.S.R. If a system 
to detect at long range by radiation, radar, aerial photos, or seismo- 
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logical instruments can be devised, then we will be technically and 
psychologically much better prepared to work out an arms control 
system with the Russians. 

Against this background, it was most important when on February 
4, 1958, the Livermore Laboratory, an AEG center in the San Fran- 
cisco Bay area, announced the Rainier bomb tests and declared that 
seismic stations had detected bombs no to 350 miles away. This 
would indicate that Russia or the U.S. could go 500 miles away from 
their outer borders and successfully test bombs without being de- 
tected. The facts seemed to indicate that ground shock detection 
would not work* 

On February 28, Mr. Stassen was testifying before the Humphrey 
subcommittee and said that the Rainier test shot had been "recorded 
in every seismic instrument within a thousand miles." 

This was quite a different figure, but W. F. Libby, a scientist and 
member of the AEC, testified on March 6 before the committee and 
again referred to a much smaller distance. That same day an AEC 
press release gave 250 miles as the ^maximum distance." 

Meanwhile Washington atomic circles were full of gossip as to 
which was the correct figure, and Humphrey resolved to get the 
truth into the open. 

Four days later his pressure resulted in an AEC statement saying 
there had been an error, that the Rainier test had been detected at 
Fairbanks, Alaska, more than 2000 miles from the test site. 

Experts are still discussing the precise technical uses of the seis- 
mograph in test detection, but the issue might have been absolutely 
dead if some powerful influences on Capitol Hill had not picked up 
their telephones to turn the heat on the AEC. 

Humphrey made a brief statement naturally well received on the 
Hill to point out that it was his work and a Senate subcommittee 
that had brought about this public correction: 

"To have the AEC come out publidy less than a week after Mr. 
Stassen spoke and say that the test was recorded no further than 
250 is indeed confusing to the public . . * it gives the impression 
that scientific facts are being used by someone to prove a political 
point, a dangerous concept to perpetuate in our efforts to work out 
effective arms control agreements.** 

Other senators were well aware that Dr. Libby, Admiral Strauss, 
and Dr. Teller, the key scientist of the Livermore Laboratory, were 
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all opposed to stopping nuclear tests, so they appreciated the sena- 
torial vigilance and Humphrey's statement, which had brought them 
up short. 

Humphrey's basic conclusion about the incident was more pro- 
found; the facts on weapons and possible controls must be brought 
out if we are to have peace with security. If it is important to see 
that new facts on new weapons are put in the hands of the United 
States Government, it is also important to see that new facts and 
ideas on peace are brought home to the American public. 

His great practical concern here was to see that the government 
gave serious and imaginative thought to devising better control sys- 
tems, so that we could make better and more realistic offers to the 
Russians and also have the facts and the intelligence to understand 
a good Russian offer when and if the Russians should make one. 

Concerning the seismic incident, Humphrey told the Senate: The 
matter of developing adequate inspection systems is one of the key 
questions in our search for a beginning step in halting the arms lace. 
Therefore it is essential that the facts on test detection be made 
available. It is also imperative that the executive branch expend con- 
siderable effort to devise inspection systems that will work** 

It is easy to make a speech full of bombs, blood, and thunder, in 
which the speaker emphasizes that we should never give the time of 
day to the Russians "until we have an airtight inspection system.** 
It is far more difficult and an arduous task for scientists and states- 
mento work out a system that might be called airtight. Few people 
understand the intricacies of such matters, but those who do feel 
that Humphrey is uniquely fitted to deal with such things. He has 
already achieved remarkable successes in bringing the Administra- 
tion and the intellectual community to think realistically about prac- 
tical means of making arms agreements with the Russians. 

What is the truth about the so-called "clean bombs" that could be 
used in war but would create a "minimum amount" of radioactivity? 
Is testing needed to perfect such weapons? Would such tests really 
be a contribution to a more *lmmane' y atomic bomb, to use Admiral 
Strauss* memorable word? 

Could space satellites be used for reconnaissance, as part of an 
"open skies" arrangement, so some U.N. agencies would know im- 
mediately if a major power was mobilizing forces for a war? 
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All these questions may rightly involve some element of military 
security, yet our approach to other nations depends upon the Ameri- 
can public knowing something about them. 

The Subcommittee on Disarmament has often been asked by gov- 
ernment witnesses to hold hearings in executive session, in which 
witnesses would testify in secret. The committee has never asked 
anyone to testify in secret, but it arranges for secret testimony when 
it seems necessary. Senator Humphrey soon found that the army, 
AEC, and State Department were censoring such testimony for the 
wrong reasons. 

Therefore the committee started reviewing all such censored testi- 
mony, to force the department concerned to justify its reasons for 
leaving out this statement, covering up that fact, and suppressing 
this report 

Once the Central Intelligence Agency suppressed a statement 
by the world-famous physicist, Hans Bethe, the discoverer of the 
hydrogen-helium reaction that powers the sun. The CIA official's rea- 
son was that "he did not agree with the conclusion of the scientist and 
incorrect information should not be given out" The senator set him 
straight 

If "dean 9 * bombs are practicable, one might assume it would be 
interesting to have the statement of the head of an AEG division 
that there was no evidence the Russians were producing them. But 
the AEG struck that out and put it back in when the subcommittee 
objected. 

Once the State Department struck out material it considered 
"irrelevant" The colleagues of Senator Humphrey enjoyed his mak- 
ing the point that the particular line had been brought out through 
the questions of the chairman. The Senate believes that if a senator 
wants to ask questions of the executive no one over there should 
plead that the subject is irrelevant; the Constitution created the leg- 
islative branch to ask questions as well as to pass appropriations and 
make laws. 

Seismic information was held back for months but has eventually 
begun to trickle out, in response to pressure. In the case of testimony 
on new atomic weapons, many statements by the Army Chief of 
Staff, General Maxwell D. Taylor, were taken out by his own De- 
partment of the Army. But when the Humphrey team had finished 
with their excuses 90 per cent of the cuts were restored. 
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Approximately half of all congressional committee sessions are now 
closed and secret, and the testimony is never released or is cut to 
ribbons. Humphrey made a stirring speech to the Senate on "The 
Need to Know,** and prepared a special report urging that Congress 
always review the cuts of the reviewers and make them Justify ev- 
ery deletion. Humphrey believes that this is not "a deliberate effort 
to deceive the public** but "is due to a habit of being overcautious 
... to classify [Le., mark "secret'*] when in doubt/* 

But he believes that reviewing the reviewers would force the ex- 
ecutive to do a better information job, so that the public and Con- 
gresswould have the facts necessary if they are "to perform their 
Constitutional responsibilities." 

This aspect of peace making appeals to the "district attorney" 
streak in Humphrey, which first showed itself when he went after 
gangsters and liquor kw violators in Minneapolis. When the senator 
is cross-examining a witness who is covering up for an executive de- 
partment, it is sometimes a little difficult to realize that it is all part 
of the quest for peace. But in the well-known words of Sergeant 
Friday, "In the interests of kw and order you have to have the facts, 
ma'am. 9 * 

And once in a while it is in the interests of law to make the wit- 
ness come clean with the full story. 

If the reader were to go to Humphrey's office and ask for copies 
of one year's statements and reports relating to arms control, he 
would be justified in thinking that was not merely the dominant in- 
terest but the only pursuit of the senator. The reader would need 
a small suitcase to carry away the press releases, speeches, studies, 
letters, petitions, questioning of witnesses, and resolutions intro- 
duced into the legislative machinery. 

Here is a Senate speech of the spring of 1959, on The American 
Will for Peace," which says: *1 fear that we have failed to direct our 
energies and attention as we should to our traditional works of peace. 
... We seem to be forgetting that it is only through unflagging 
vigilance and effort that we can attain well-being and peace ... we 
appear to be shrinking from risks. . . .* 

Humphrey was outlining his particular program of works for 
peace: education ... a great white fleet . , . food for peace . . . 
science for peace * . . 
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But lie was mainly saying that, while there is some risk in stopping 
nuclear tests or negotiating with the Russians, there are risks in the 
other direction: The risk o continuing the present state of mutual 
deterrence with the threat hanging over us of mass anmhilation is, 
in my estimation ... an unreasonable and unnecessary risk," 

In April and May he was writing detailed letters to the Secretary 
of State and reports to the Senate on the question of seismic sta- 
tions, supplemented by on-the-spot inspections, and possible ways 
of approaching the Russians with a proposal to limit tile number of 
on-the-spot inspections. 

On June 4 he made a major Senate speech on defense and dis- 
armament, which ranged over the pros and cons of limited war, 
tactical weapons, and the problems the major powers will face when 
many countries have nuclear bombs. 

In June he appeared as a witness himself he went to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee to plead for more funds for the State De- 
partment for a set of "Special Foreign Policy Studies.** His own com- 
mittee had recommended such studies, plus an additional use of 
non-governmental experts to supplement the work of six or seven 
staff people there who study disarmament policy. The committee re- 
port had said it was "struck by the disparity in the effort the world 
is putting into thought and action for controlling and reducing arma- 
ments and the effort going into the development, fabrication and 
buildup of armaments/* 

In July, Senator Humphrey and thirteen other senators wrote the 
President about the agreement to share atomic weapons and equip- 
ment with NATO countries that the United States was putting into 
effect 

In part, the letter said: "A number of people in this country and 
abroad . . . question the necessity and wisdom of these agreements 
on sharing nuclear weapons materials and data. In view of this con- 
cern here and abroad, we respectfully suggest, Mr. President, that 
serious consideration be given to the issuance of a declaration of 
policy by you on behalf of the United States. We have in mind a 
declaration which would clearly show that the dictates of military 
policy do not take precedence over United States political and dip- 
lomatic policies. It could reassure our people that the agreements 
in no way preclude the United States from entering into agreements 
in the future with the Soviet Union and other nations concerning the 
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control and reduction of armaments, that they in no way prejudice 
the reunification of Germany, and that they in no way bind the 
United States to continue to supply the recipient governments with 
nuclear information and materials if this action should be prohibited 
by international agreements. . . ? 

This letter showed that a sizable body of senators, and presumably 
American opinion, was unhappy with the idea of achieving security 
through placing atomic weapons in European countries, including a 
rearmed Germany. 

In July the senator appeared again as a contributor to the Foreign 
Affairs Quarterly, an authoritative journal on international affairs. 
In this article he discussed the Senate and foreign policy and pro- 
posed two new agencies for studying national policy. 

He suggested the executive branch should "consider seriously 
the creation of a permanent research and policy-analyzing agency 
charged with the responsibility of thinking about comprehensive na- 
tional strategy, embracing in that term all essential factors of do- 
mestic and foreign policy. . . " 

Then before Congress he discussed the proposal he had made for 
a national strategy committee. 

He said: "Perhaps the Congress could prompt the Executive to 
put its house in order by itself creating a Joint Committee on Na- 
tional Strategy, to include the chairmen and ranking minority mem- 
bers of the major committees of the House and the Senate. ... Its 
purpose would be to look at our total national strategy military, po- 
litical, economic and ideological. This Committee, a counterpart in 
the Congress of what I have proposed for the Executive Branch, 
would not usurp the functions of any of the present Committees, 
but supplement them by endowing their work with a larger frame 
of reference. The Chairmen of the Committees represented would 
come away from the meetings of the new Joint Committee with a 
greater appreciation, for instance, of the relationship between fiscal 
policy and national productivity and how both factors relate to our 
defense posture and our negotiating position. Responsible statesman- 
ship consists precisely in the capacity to see complex relationships 
in a perspective as broad as the national purpose itself. 

"No amount of structural manipulation can make up for a lack of 
leadership that is politically wise and morally responsible. But if 
the essential idea underlying these twin proposals were adopted, I 



22O THIS IS HUMPHBEY 

believe It would make a modest contribution toward creating a more 
integrated national policy; and in the face of the Communist chal- 
lenge, even a modest contribution toward better strategic planning 
is not to be brushed aside." 

Behind this seemingly abstract proposal is a long history of hot 
discussions with administration officials including a fruitless effort 
to get the real facts on the so-called "technical task forces* 7 that were 
supposed to be helping Mr. Stassen. Similar road blocks were 
thrown up when it was contended that the State Department could 
learn a great deal through the studies of HAND corporation the 
"brains agency" that advises the Defense Department but did not 
need anything like RAND studies for itself. Humphrey contended 
that there would not be much overlap between RAND studies and 
similar but separate studies done for the State Department on foreign 
policy instead of defense policy. 

This description does not do justice to the Humphrey thinking 
along these lines, In fact very few present-day foreign policy issues 
can be briefly dealt with, and that point itself was discussed by Hum- 
phrey in another full-dress Senate speech on July 17, 1959. 

Humphrey abhors "briefings" and "digests"; he believes they are 
the curse of modem government. And this speech on "The Path of 
Peace" he concluded with a plea for fuller debate in the Senate . . . 
for more "knowledge and debate." 

He said, in part: "There is a habit forming in this body that when 
a senator wishes to discuss foreign policy, he rises and makes a brief 
statement and then takes his seat, hoping to hit the headlines. 

"This is a deliberative body, a body for discussion and debate. If 
not, why do we not change the rules, and have a five-minute limita- 
tion? That would surely expedite business. It seems to me that in- 
stead of having discussions behind the closed doors of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, they should be conducted in this Chamber, 
where representatives of the free American press, the radio, the tele- 
vision, and the press of the world, as well as the citizens of America 
and our visitors and guests in the gallery, would have an opportunity 
to hear at least what Members of the Senate feel and say and think 

"This would compel us to do a little more thinking, too. It would 
compel us to do a little more homework. If there is anything this 
country is short of today, it is knowledge and debate. 

"We have a sickness in the nation. We want everything on one 
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page. I regret to say that there are some problems in life that are 
not susceptible to a one-page settlement I know that the Gettysburg 
Address was brief and to the point, but I doubt that we could discuss 
all the atomic agreements or all the agreements between this nation, 
the Soviet Union, and other countries, in the brief confines of one 
page, no matter how wise and prudent we might be. 

"I appeal for a resurgent spirit in this country, and for debate 
and discussion in this body. The Senator from Idaho comes from a 
state which gave to this body years ago a great Senator named Borah. 
Whether one agreed with his position or not, at least positions were 
hammered out on the anvil of public discussion, and not behind the 
*patsy* of closed doors. 

"When we get censored testimony, it is pretty flat stuff. We might 
just as well buy a paperbacked, 'two-bit/ less than interesting book. 
What we need is the testimony, alive, filled with the political vita- 
mins and minerals that indicate some virility in this society of ours.* 

In mid-August he made another major speech on nuclear tests, 
and the question of whether or not the United States should resume 
testing. His verdict, a direct contrast to the opinions of others 
was: *. . . our security would in no way be prejudiced by the con- 
tinuation of the suspension of nuclear tests. I say this because the 
experts in our Government, both military and scientific, have told 
us in the Congress that we are ahead of the Soviets in nuclear re- 
search, that we are ahead of the Soviets in nuclear weaponry, and 
that we are ahead of the Soviets in tactical strategic weapons. If 
that is the case, it is surely not to our disadvantage to continue a 
cessation of nuclear testing, because it is only through nuclear test- 
ing that the technological gap can be filled by the Soviet Union, 
Every time there is new testing the Soviets come that much closer 
to our position of strength. So relatively speaking, testing has been 
advantageous to the Soviet Union. 

"This is not the testimony of Senator Humphrey. It is the testimony 
of experts before our committee. * . ," 

In the latter part of August he spoke for a much larger civil de- 
fense program and a reassessment of the "problem of survival in the 
thermonuclear age.** 

In pleading for a shelter program he said: 

There is little or no realistic defense against the direct impact 
of a multi-megaton weapon. But the gravest danger to the United 
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States from a nuclear attack, according to our foremost authorities 
on nuclear weapons, would not be from the blast effects of hydrogen 
explosions over targets, but from massive radiation which would 
blanket much of the country, kill or incapacitate tie majority of 
the people exposed to it, and which could seriously cripple our na- 
tional capacity to recover. 

"It is important to distinguish between a 'fallout shelter* program 
and the enormously more expensive program to provide not only 
protection against radioactive fallout, but also against heat and 
blast While even the fallout shelter program would require a major 
investment, the return from such an investment would be so fan- 
tastically large perhaps twenty-five million American lives saved in 
the case of a medium-sized nuclear attackthat it must be given the 
most serious consideration.'* 

In an October speech in Pontiac, Michigan, Humphrey sum- 
marized his basic positions on disarmament and possible peace with 
Russia. 

First he sketched the atomic potential for catastrophe and the 
basic importance of the inspection problem: 

**The large nations of the world have just about given up the old 
concepts of strategy soldier against soldier, ship against ship, army 
against army, Now our military calculations involve the bombing of 
cities, the destruction of population centers, the elimination of pro- 
duction facilities. These measures mean death to millions of people 
at a time. 

"And the most frightening thing is that we have almost grown ac- 
customed to it. 

"But it does no good to express horror, or to display moral indigna- 
tion. The problem is also a practical one, and we must solve it prac- 
tically. We must insist on a fair solution even as the loaded guns 
are pointed. 

"In his speech at the U.N., Mr. Khrushchev stated that the Rus- 
sians want to reduce arms at the present time. This is encouraging. 
But up to now, they have shown little willingness to allow interna- 
tional officials to inspect the Soviet Union to ascertain whether they 
are performing according to agreement 

"The job of American diplomats is twofold; first, to persuade the 
Russians to accept inspection, and second, to be sure that our in- 
spection demands are reasonable and necessary to police an agree- 
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ment effectively. We must not yield on any essential, because an 
agreement without real inspection would be worthless. But we must 
recognize that the Russians have a historic passion for secrecy, and 
that the thought of foreign inspectors traveling freely around their 
country is repugnant to them. We must make sure that our demands 
entail the maximum in control and the minimum in complexity. 7 * 

Then he made a particular proposal for a system of a few inspec- 
tions and a prohibition on tests only above a certain size. The first 
atomic bombs had approximately the power of fifteen or twenty 
thousand tons of TNT and bombs since then have been measured 
in "kilotons" of TNT equivalent. The Humphrey proposals would ban 
all bomb tests above five kilotons. 

Those who characterize Humphrey as glib or superficial had bet- 
ter not seek to debate disarmament issues with him, and one suspects 
they have never read the disarmament studies or the introductions 
Humphrey writes for them. Those who have read them may have 
other reservations about Humphrey, but they do not believe he fails 
to understand the issues. Nor do they doubt his sincerity. In the 
same Pontiac speech he closed with a plea for America to regain 
her world reputation, not as the maker of the atomic bomb but as a 
peace-loving country. He made it clear that he was not implying 
that America has become a military-minded country, but that it cer- 
tainly has let the world believe that Russia is the great seeker of 
peace in the world today. 

Perhaps the most comprehensive review of the peace issues Hum- 
phrey has ever made was in a spectacular four-hour Senate dtscus^- 
sion on February 4, 1958, almost exactly ten years after he had come 
to the Senate. It is interesting to compare the reaction to his elo- 
quence and documentation of today's senators with senatorial re- 
action when he attacked Senator Byrd's committee and the old 
buffalo gave him a calculated snub. 

Time after time he was interrupted by his fellow senators. 

Lyndon Johnson: "The distinguished senator . . . has rendered 
many great services to the people of this nation . . , has never ren- 
dered a greater one than in taking the floor today and in making the 
speech on the subject he has selected. . . .** 

Clinton Anderson: *I am grateful to the senator from Minnesota, 
who has perf ormed many tasks with which I have been happy to 
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associate myself. I am glad lie continues to stress the need for aban- 
doning the use of frightful nuclear weapons for the benefit of the 
people of the world." 

Mike Mansfield: *Tf anyone knows this subject it is the senator 
who is now addressing this body. , . . There is no one inside or out- 
side the government who is more capable of talking on disarmament 
and foreign policy. . . .** 

Stuart Symington: The senator from Minnesota has done at least 
as much in recent months and years for peace through disarmament 
as anyone else. I ask the senator if I am not correct in saying that he 
warned all last year, long before Sputnik was launched by the So- 
viets, about the grave dangers of this country attempting to negotiate 
disarmament at the same time it was unilaterally disarming." 

This speech was made months before Humphrey went to the 
Kremlin and had his eight-hour conversation^ and many months be- 
fore Vice-President Nixon had the "row in the kitchen,** and before 
Mr. Khrushchev came to the United States. Thus it was a full-scale 
review long before millions began to talk of ways and means to live 
with the Russians and without nuclear tests, and perhaps without 
fear of atomic catastrophe. 

Today many more persons are examining the facts and the ideas 
that Humphrey and his committee members and staff have gone 
over and over with and without co-operation from the government 
agencies that control so much of the information. 

But in this marathon speech the Senate accepted Hubert Hum- 
phrey as one of the leaders of this generation of senators, on the basis 
of his knowledge and skill in debate. The verdict of the Senate is 
already in, and since the issues are the greatest before mankind, his 
contemporaries in the Upper Chamber know that the verdict of his- 
tory may be that here has been one of the outstanding senators of 
American history. 

The next few years will hold other prospects for Humphrey. The 
next generation if there is a next generationmay remember other 
names. But if the next ten years can even equal his record so far, 
Senator Humphrey will deserve study as an American conscience 
seeking to understand American purposes in the age of the hydrogen 
bomb. 

He has worked, not to make America feared, but to make her a real 
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leader, respected for strength and compassion. Between Hiroshima 

and Sputnik Hubert H. Humphrey labored unceasingly to blend the 
new evils and new promises of science with the old traditions of the 
American dream, as he understands that dream. 



CHAPTER XVII 

Food for Peace 



In 1959, when Humphrey introduced a Food for Peace bill, he was 
getting down to cases on one of his favorite themesthe need to 
relate American foreign policy to the underlying areas of strength 
in our society. A real examination of his work on this bill would show 
the persistence of the man and illuminate the methods he has de- 
veloped for getting action by the Senate. 

The 1959 Food for Peace bill was only the latest in Humphrey's 
attempts (frequently successful) since 1954 to strengthen the fa- 
mous Public Law 480 legislation authorizing a program of disposal 
overseas of surplus food and fiber. 

In 1951 Humphrey was the chief congressional proponent of 
emergency grain shipments to India, which were finally authorized 
after considerable delay. Two years later he was a strong supporter 
of an administration proposal to use Commodity Credit Corporation 
stocks for famine relief in Pakistan. In fact on this occasion he some- 
what scooped the Republican Administration by introducing au- 
thorizing legislation before the Administration did. 

P.L. 480, the Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act, 
was passed by Congress in 1954 through the efforts of a strange coali- 
tion that included Humphrey, the DMecrats, and the highly conserv- 
ative Farm Bureau Federation, as well as other farm organizations 
more closely allied with Humphre/s views on farm policy and the 
Republican White House. The conservatives saw in it, apparently, a 
temporary program to dump overseas some of the stocks of wheat, 
cotton, and other commodities acquired by the Commodity Credit 
Corporation under the farm price support program. 

And in 1953 the Farm Bureau had begun to back the use of these 
stocks in the United States foreign aid program either through direct 
famine relief or through sales for foreign currency* 

Many such proposals were put forward as amendments to the 
Mutual Security Act, by Senator Humphrey, by Senator Andrew 
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Schoeppel of Kansas, and by Senator John McClellan of Arkansas. 

The one that was finally passed was an amendment offered by 
Senator Dirksen, which authorized up to $25,000,000 for the pur- 
chase of surplus agricultural commodities, including peanut oil, soy- 
bean oil, wheat, cotton, et cetera, for use in foreign aid programs in 
Asia and the Pacific. 

More sweeping amendments were defeated. Humphrey had 
wanted to make surplus stocks available to "any nation friendly to 
the United States to meet famine or other critical requirements upon 
such terms and conditions, appropriate to promote the foreign policy 
and security of the United States/* His amendment would have au- 
thorized a cancellation of notes of the Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion in an amount equal to the domestic market value of the com- 
modities furnished. The proposal actually was based on consultation 
among several government departments. 

But after Republican spokesmen had made their protests to the 
Foreign Relations Committee the proposal was shelved. Humphrey 
brought it up again on the floor and introduced it there; this led to 
an acrimonious debate but it was defeated. More limiting amend- 
ments were acceptable to the Senate, and although he did not think 
they were perfect, Humphrey voted for them. Most of the Senate's 
liberals voted against them. 

In more recent years the conservatives have been trying to "turn 
off the P.L. 480 faucet" and have battled to hold the legislation to 
one-year extensions, keeping it on a "temporary" basis. Farm leaders 
critical of the Farm Bureau position and of Secretary of Agriculture 
Benson can be heard to say that this conservative position may lead 
to such surpluses and taxpayer costs that public opinion will demand 
a "free market" for agriculture meaning no federal assistance to the 
farmer. Foes of "conservative" farm policy think the conservatives 
really want this to happen. 

Humphrey's idea that P.L. 480 could be more than a temporary 
palliative for the farm surplus problem was steadily reinforced by 
his travels in Europe in 1957, particularly when he observed the star- 
tling effects of the use of American food in southern Europe and the 
Middle East. He began a regular correspondence and series of dis- 
cussions with the voluntary relief agencies that utilized the sin-plus 
food in their activities overseas. 

In the next two years he put through a number of strengthening 
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amendments such as the ocean-freight amendment permitting the 
United Slates Government to pay the cost of shipping P.L. 480 stocks 
for these relief activities, rather than forcing the voluntary agencies 
to bear the cost 

Over the five years following passage of the basic act Humphrey 
built up a heavy file of information from discussions with the State 
Department, the International Cooperation Administration, and 
Department of Agriculture officials some official, and some entirely 
unofficial, by subordinates risking the wrath of their superiors. His 
year as an American delegate to the United Nations in 1956, in 
which he established very close communications with scores of dele- 
gates from Asia, Africa, and Latin America, gave him new insight 
into the ways in which American food and fiber could be more 
broadly and intelligently used in liave-not" areas. 

Humphrey consistently refers to the American agricultural surplus 
production as "America's food and fiber abundance," and frequently 
points out that if the Russians had this blessing they would not curse 
it but put it to dynamic use in their overseas political and economic 
operations. He has tried to captivate the public imagination by coin- 
ing various phrases such as "food for freedom" and "using America's 
farm abundance" and in 1959 he put forth various projects as part of 
a Food for Peace program. 

An unusual dividend of this activity is the special regard for Hum- 
phrey held by ambassadors from India, Pakistan, and African coun- 
tries. To them he is a symbol of American abundance and generosity 
and of course they know where he stands on human rights. There 
is no question that when he tours their parts of the world he will be 
received as an old friend. One ardent supporter has said, "Can't you 
just imagine Humphrey in his ail-American way touring Asia and 
Africa to help them understand our goals and our problems?" 

At the present time our government has almost $9,000,000,000 in- 
vested in food surpluses that are stored away, where sooner or later 
they may rot. The cost to the Treasury just for storage reached 
$1,000,000,000 in 1959 and may be close to $1,500,000,000 by 1961. 

Great colonies of cylindrical grain bins stand outside Doland and 
a thousand other towns. The citizens there know something is wrong 
when food is produced and not used. 

America can produce 600,000,000 bushels of wheat for our domes- 
tic needs and on top of that an excess of 500,000,000 bushels. Com- 
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pare this with the food grain production of India, which is about 
273,000,000 bushels. It seems that surpluses will be a permanent 
problem for the American economy. In 1820 an American farmer 
produced enough to supply the needs of four people. By 1940 the 
figure was advanced to eleven, but in the next sixteen years it 
jumped to twenty. These figures are based on new chemical ferti- 
lizers and improvement of crop types, hybrid com and the like, so 
that crop after crop has gone as corn has, from twenty bushels to 
fifty-two bushels an acre. 

Humphrey has spoken up and down the country and urged many 
times on the Senate floor that we should use these surpluses in a 
Food for Peace program and finally the actual slogan has been taken 
up by President Eisenhower. 

So the program administered under the innocuous title of Public 
Law 480, which has as its objective "surplus disposal," has actually 
one of the most interesting humanitarian missions in the government. 

This law authorizes the sale of millions of dollars of surplus com- 
modities a year, for various purposes; in 1959 the total value of com- 
modities exported under it exceeded $716,000,000,000. About 30 per 
cent of our agricultural exports are made under contracts provided 
for by Public Law 480. 

The law also provides that surplus food can be used for school 
children, and more than 14,000,000 American school children benefit 
by it as well as 4,500,000 needy families and 1,400,000 persons in 
charitable homes. Surplus stocks have gone to more than 100,000,- 
ooo persons overseas through a score of voluntary relief organiza- 
tions and such official agencies as UNICEF. 

This whole business is carried on under a delirious administrative 
procedure as pointed out by Karl E. Meyer (Reporter magazine for 
September 17, 1959): 

There are nine major agencies that may be involved in admin- 
istering some step of this program. Senator Humphrey, who has in- 
troduced legislation to rename the public law, put it in better 
organization, and enlarge it a great deal, points out, It is a remarka- 
ble and shameful fact that no one is really in charge of the store/" 

Humphrey, thinking of the wartime agency head, the War Food 
Administrator, believes there should be someone to run this pro- 
gram, under the tide of Peace Food Administrator, with an agency 
under him to implement a five-year program permitting the sale of 
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surplus food at the rate of $2 billion a year compared with the pres- 
ent rate of $1,500,000,000. 

The Administration says that the present program is now effec- 
tively co-ordinated. Actually the mishmash is managed by some- 
thing called "an interagency committee on agricultural surplus 
disposal" and another committee called "an interagency staff com- 
mittee on surplus disposal." Karl Meyer says that "in practice nearly 
everybody in the nine agencies has a veto." 

A basic difference in philosophy, between the present Secretary 
of Agriculture on the one hand and Humphrey and the fourteen 
senators who have joined him in the fight for a better program on 
the other, concerns the question of whether or not American farmers 
will keep on producing more food than America can use. Humphrey 
thinks fundamentally that we should keep on producing more than 
we can use; the world needs it The Department of Agriculture 
spokesmen would like to see no surpluses produced. They are in 
favor of producing less food and they say that the ten-year feature 
of the Humphrey plan "will tend to create the unfortunate impres- 
sion that surpluses will be with us for at least that period/* 

Humphrey s attitude is that "surplus'* in itself is a negative word, 
whereas "abundance** is positive plenty of food is a positive, says 
Humphrey, and he makes his audiences agree with him. He plans 
to continue fighting for food production and for using our abundance 
with imagination and humanity. 

He feels that a sound policy on American abundance is essential 
to a sound foreign economic policy, and could be a vital part of our 
national security. To him it represents a new application of Ameri- 
can resources to peace, security, and progress throughout the world. 
And he has done a lot more than make speeches about it, as his 
staff warmly explains to critics. 

In the first place, he has always known this would be an uphill 
fight in the Senate and would involve some "jurisdictional problems** 
between committees. In discussions of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture, of which he is no longer a member, it became clear to 
Humphrey that many of the members did not want to look at tie 
foreign policy implications of this legislation. 

For this reason certain provisions that Senator Humphrey con- 
sidered important and necessary failed to find firm committee sup- 
port; among them were a longer-term extension of the act, additional 
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appropriations, and expanded uses of local currencies for economic 
development, education, and health services in the recipient coun- 
tries. Any conversation along these lines was inevitably met with 
a declaration on the part of the chairman or some other committee 
member that the jurisdiction of the Committee on Agriculture was 
confined to agricultural matters, that the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee had jurisdiction over matters touching foreign policy. 

Therefore, in drafting S. 1711 in 1958-59, the senator risked the 
wrath of the chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture 
and committee chairmen are notoriously sensitive to any threat to 
their jurisdiction by boldly asserting in the preamble and title of 
the bill the change in emphasis that he considered imperative: "A 
bill to promote the foreign policy of the United States and help to 
build essential world conditions of peace, by the more effective use 
of United States agricultural commodities for the relief of human 
hunger. . . .* 

The Agriculture chairman is Allen EUender, Democrat of Loui- 
siana. Senator EUender undoubtedly has forgotten it, but many 
years ago the mayor of Minneapolis came to Washington to testify 
before a Senate committee. The young mayor, even then becoming 
known for his fight for civil rights, was hotly but not in a personally 
hostile manner questioned by Senator Ellender. Now the veteran 
senator had troubles again with the man from Louisiana. 

Upon introduction, the bill was referred to the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee instead of to EUender's Committee on Agricul- 
ture and Forestry. The name "International Food for Peace Act of 
1959" became quite important. 

There was a strong public response in favor of this proposal, 
strengthened somewhat by President Eisenhower when he said in 
his farm message in January that he "would explore anew the pos- 
sibility of making broader use of farm surpluses as instruments of 
peace." Senator Humphrey had been using this approach in public 
addresses and private remarks for some years, at least back to 1954. 

Public hearings on the Food for Peace proposal were held on July 
7, 8, and 10 of 1959 before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 
The Departments of State and Agriculture submitted testimony as 
did the Export-Import Bank, Senators Wayne Morse and Stuart 
Symington, and Representative Chester Bowles (D., Connecti- 
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cut) and representatives of some thirty private and voluntary or- 
ganizations. 

The general position of the executive branch was one of opposi- 
tion, as expressed in testimony and letters of the Departments of 
State and Agriculture, although there were several key aspects of 
the bill on which no comments were received. 

All of the members of Congress who testified, the governor of 
Wisconsin, and the representatives of private organizations and in- 
dividuals with only one exception (American Farm Bureau Federa- 
tion) strongly supported the bill 

Upon the completion of these hearings, the Foreign Relations 
Committee studied the proposals made in the bill, the specific 
changes suggested by witnesses, and in due time approved the Food 
for Peace proposal, incorporating many of the new suggestions and 
some suggestions offered by the executive agencies. These changes 
in no way changed the heart of the matter the declaration that sur- 
plus food and fiber are vital parts of the struggle for world peace. 

The Foreign Relations Committee-approved version of S. 1711 
was reported to the United States Senate on August 10 by Senator 
Humphrey. In the report Senator Humphrey made it clear that he 
realized that a delicate legislative situation existed. He stated: "In 
recommending Senate passage of this legislation, which consists of 
amendments to Public Law 480 of the 8srd Congress, the committee 
recognizes that it does not have primary jurisdiction over one of the 
main aspects of Public Law 480, namely the sale of U.S. surplus agri- 
cultural commodities. The Committee on Agriculture has had and 
undoubtedly will continue to have primary jurisdiction over this 
matter. The Foreign Relations Committee, nevertheless, believes 
that S. 1711 represents an example of concurrent jurisdiction. Much 
of the foreign currencies collected as a result of the sale of food and 
fiber are spent for projects over which the Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee has primary jurisdiction and interest. To name a few of these 
uses: exchange of persons, international economic development, pro- 
motion of binational educational and cultural centers and foun- 
dations, loans by the Export-Import Bank, loans and grants by 
the International Cooperation Administration, and the publication, 
translation, and distribution abroad of textbooks and books covering 
science and technology. 

Thus, in reporting out S. 1711 favorably and urging its passage, 
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the committee emphasizes that it in no way seeks to compete with 
the Committee on Agriculture in connection with jurisdiction on 
this subject If the Committee on Agriculture requests opportunity 
to inquire into this legislation before full Senate consideration, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations would not object" 

Senator Humphrey had good reason to realize the extent of the 
opposition of Senator Ellender to the "grand design." In an Agricul- 
ture Committee meeting on July 14, the chairman had requested 
that the committee report favorably the bill he had introduced to 
extend the operation of P.L. 480 for only one year. He claimed that 
any amendments to the law, including the minor ones suggested by 
the Department of Agriculture, were controversial. He suggested 
that this bill be reported, with the understanding that if changes 
were proposed the Agriculture Committee should hold open hear- 
ings. At this point Senator Humphrey discussed the Food for Peace 
bill, described the full hearings that had been held, and urged that 
it be given consideration by both committees. The chairman coun- 
tered by suggesting that Senator Humphrey request that S. 1711 be 
transferred from Foreign Relations to Agriculture. After lengthy and 
sometimes heated discussion it was agreed that the Agriculture Com- 
mittee would report the simple one-year extension, S. 1748, as in- 
troduced, but that it would consider the recommendations of the 
Foreign Relations Committee and other amendments later. 

These recommendations were taken up at a meeting on August 
25, at which Senator Humphrey stated that it would be desirable 
for both committees to agree jointly to the amendments to the act 
Repeatedly he moved that S. 1711 as approved by the other com- 
mittee should be adopted as a complete substitute for S. 1748. Re- 
peatedly this was turned down. Instead, the bill was discussed, item 
by item, often sentence by sentence, with strong objections raised 
to many minor points. Four representatives of the Department of 
Agriculture had been invited to attend the meeting, and their opin- 
ions, already known through testimony and letters from the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, were put into the discussion as "expert 
testimony." 

In spite of the oft-repeated objections of the chairman, the ma- 
jority of the committee, which favored most of the amendments as 
written in S. 1711, were able to express their wilL Reluctantly, and 
because the delaying tactics threatened the entire proposal, Senator 
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Humphrey agreed to the deletion of some proposals, such as the 
preamble and certain uses of local currencies, and the section deal* 
lag with improved administration under a Food for Peace Admin- 
istrator. 

In spite of the difficulties and opposition encountered, Humphrey 
was designated to present to the full Senate the Food for Peace 
amendments to S. 1748, as approved by the Senate Agriculture 
Committee. 

Because of the difficult history of the legislation up to this time, 
Senator Humphrey agreed that the Ellender bill should be brought 
to the floor of the Senate for consideration in lieu of his own S. 1711, 
which was, of course, also on the calendar. 

In theory Senator Humphrey brought the Food for Peace amend- 
ments to the attention of the Senate in a strong position, for these 
proposals and recommendations had gone through a tough winnow- 
ing process of three days of public hearings and the deliberations 
of two full Senate committees. On paper, the prospects seemed quite 
good, but the Senate is full of independent minds and at this time 
they all had many other things to consider. Among topics undoubt- 
edly uppermost were the forthcoming Khrushchev visit and the 
chances of adjournment. 

This did not turn out to be the case. In his presentation of the 
bill and his remarks on the amendments Senator Ellender again ex- 
pressed his heated opposition. As Senate members expect the chair- 
man of a committee to support measures that have been reported 
favorably, the hostility of Chairman Ellender was confusing. 

Further to compound confusion, the parliamentary situation was 
frequently obscure, calling for frequent rulings from the chair. 

Floor debate opened on Friday, September 4, late in the day and 
continued until 10:42 P.M., when the Senate stood in recess without 
having achieved any positive result except to bring to the attention 
of the full Senate the controversy over the true value and the actual 
potential of using America's abundance as part of foreign policy. 

When the Senate gets into this hot a negative mood on Friday, 
the atmosphere is likely to produce no votes anyway. Humphrey 
was furious, tired and frustrated, but over the weekend he cooled 
off quickly and bounced back, He didn't quit. 

On Labor Day the struggle was again joined, but the time lapse 
had provided Senator Humphrey the opportunity to rally to his sup- 
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port the senators, both Democrats and Republicans, whose views 
and beliefs paralleled his own on these matters. He had also talked 
personally with many of the senators who stood in opposition, in or- 
der to reach some mutual understanding as to the procedures to be 
followed. The atmosphere was somewhat cleared and the wind and 
weather changed in the Senate. 

Therefore the principal Humphrey amendments provision for 
non-food relief assistance in disasters, authorization for donations of 
animal fats and edible oils to charitable institutions, use of foreign 
currencies to assist binational foundations, projects dealing with edu- 
cation, health, and public welfarewere approved, along with a 
domestic program for the use of food surpluses: a demonstration 
food stamp and food allotment program to be set up in six commu- 
nities of greatest need. These were in addition to the three-year ex- 
tension and other uses that had the approval of both committees 
involved. 

Other improving amendments were passed; and some amend- 
ments that were not improving were defeated; and some amend- 
ments that had nothing whatever to do with surplus commodities 
or P.L. 480 were approved and disapproved. 

Agriculture Committee staff members, who have watched Hum- 
phrey operate since he came to the committee, are constantly 
amazed at the way Humphrey amendments, defeated one week, 
keep turning up in the following week, only slightly rewritten. Hum- 
phrey, smiling like the cat that swallowed the canary, also turns up 
with new "proxy** votes handed him by unavoidably absent com- 
mittee members. And the amendment passes. "We never consider 
a Humphrey amendment dead," they will tell you. "Humphrey keeps 
turning up like a bad penny so we hang onto the files like grim 
death. You never know when he'll have the amendment back on the 
tablel" 

After final approval of the bill by the Senate and the final vote 
was 68 to 14 the House-Senate conference still had to be held be- 
fore the extension of P.L. 480, with its expanded uses and food stamp 
proposal, could go to the White House, for the House of Representa- 
tives had passed a bill quite dissimilar to the Senate version. In the 
spirit of negotiated compromise essential to a conference committee, 
the time extension was set at two years a compromise between the 
Senate's three years and the House's one year. A modified version 



THIS IS HUMPHREY 

of the House-passed permissive food stamp program was accepted, 
and a section establishing long-term supply contracts-a proposal 
that had been part of the original Humphrey bill as introduced- 
was also approved. 

After months of preparatory work, many conferences, drafts and 
redrafts of the legislation, days of hearings, hard-fought committee 
meetings, and many hours of floor debate, the bill was approved 
and sent to the White House for signature. It was signed by the 
President on September 21, 1959. 

Humphrey was particularly pleased to have won a two-year ex- 
tension of P.L. 480, which would carry the program forward through 
1961. A new, perhaps Democratic, President would have on the 
books a "going" program which under aggressive and enthusiastic 
administration could immediately become a genuine "Food for 
Peace" adjunct to American foreign policy. 

An interesting sidelight on the legislation was the about-face made 
by the Republican President over the use of tie slogan. Late in the 
1959 session of Congress, the White House succeeded in deleting the 
words "food for peace" from the title of the act which extended 
P.L. 48o~-over Humphrey's bitter opposition. Several weeks later, 
Eisenhower suddenly made a resounding speech in New Delhi, In- 
dia, calling for yes, a new "food for peace" program. 

This legislative action is cited by his staff members as almost 
a prototype of the manner in which Humphrey has been able to 
achieve substantial legislation in the face of almost overpowering 
opposition from the executive branch, and often from within his own 
party. He usually knows exactly what the goals he hopes to win, 
and he knows the intricate ways of politics and parliamentary proce- 
durefurther, he knows pretty well what to expect of various people. 
As an assistant says, "Don' t forget that on all his speaking occasions 
he meets new people he knows as many kinds of people as anyone 
in the U.S" In this case Humphrey had secured, as he often does, 
the best advice, the best recommendations he could find. He had 
held detailed and thoughtful hearings. He was aware of all the cir- 
cuitous devices that may be used for and against legislation, and 
here, as often, he had steered his chosen piece of legislation by a 
perceptive political skill past dangerous waters it would not be ut- 
terly inappropriate to say shark-infested waters. 

Humphrey has never been afraid of a fight but he would always 
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rather be for something than against something, lie would always 
rather seek out grounds of common agreement than search out and 
pinpoint areas of disagreement He does not expect to *win *em all.** 
But lie does expect to come back again and again to a piece of legis- 
lation until it grows and expands into the best form possible. 

They may not be plainly visible to the public, but to associates in 
the Senate and to those who have worked with him in campaigns 
there is no question that Humphrey has more than his share of pa- 
tience and persistence. He does not like to lose, he does not consider 
his job is accomplished by taking a stand for a noble ideal and going 
down in glorious defeat. His attitude is to see if part of the idea 
can be gotten through, by fighting again and again, and then to see 
if tie next part can be won. Similar accounts could be given to tell 
the story behind other of Humphrey's main legislative concerns. 



CHAPTER XVIII 

5? 



The "Spark of Greatness 



What is Hubert Humphrey really like? 

What would he be like as a candidate or as President of the 
United States? It is hoped that the reader has by now a realistic 
idea of the answer to these questions. 

It is, of course, much harder than it at first appears, to say what 
a man is really like. It is even more difficult to say what any man 
would be like as President After election many Presidents have 
grown in capacity and changed beyond their friends* belief. This 
point deserves more attention than it usually gets, for few people 
ever think coolly about how great a man must be to be a good Presi- 
dent The capacity for growth is the vital factor. 

It is part of American folklore and mythology that any American 
boy can aspire to be President and at the same time it is part of 
our folklore that nearly every President has been what is considered 
a "great man." 

American folklore also assumes that men who were great Presi- 
dents were great men before they took office. Perhaps there is some- 
thing in this belief that "there is a spark of greatness" in all men who 
get very close to a nomination by a major party. But that greatness 
may not have been visible until they got the job. 

Some rather conservative historians (such as Winston Churchill) 
have acclaimed the .administration of Harry S. Truman as outstand- 
ing in American history. Yet it is hard to find anybody who predicted 
before Truman was President anything like the tribute that Church- 
ill now pays him: that he will be remembered in history as one of 
the great American Presidents. When Truman was in the Senate 
few persons would have compared himin "stature" with Taf t. But 
historians now and in the future may judge that Mr. Truman had 
more capacity to understand our twentieth century than the **bril- 
lianf Mr. Taft 

There was a time when Franklin D. Roosevelt was considered a 
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land of a rich pkyboy in politics, a brilliant smiler, a man with a 
lot of charm, excessive intellectual agility, and a certain ability to 
hypnotize audiences. One can even go back to what his critics, and 
to some extent his friends, thought of that country lawyer from Il- 
linois, Abraham Lincoln, who to many contemporaries seemed to be 
a rural politician. 

How are we to judge the ability of any man to cope with the 
responsibilities of leading a great country today? How can we read 
the future? Roosevelt was elected to deal with a depression, then 
fought a war and started the atomic project. Surely the capacity 
to adapt and to learn, through new responsibilities and new experi- 
ences, must be crucial. 

It seems to his admirers and to the writer that Mr. Humphrey 
has shown this capacity for growth and a surprising ability to under- 
stand and surmount new events, new phases of his own life, and new 
conditions in the world. This is the more extraordinary because to 
many persons he seems to be unusually unself-conscious and non- 
introspective. There is no question that each of his close advisers has 
spent much more time trying to figure out how Humphrey got to 
be that way than the senator ever has. 

Also there is, it would seem, a hard core of integrity and consist- 
ency that has remained constant for decades, so that he has rather 
more old friends around him than the average political figure has. 
His personality and character do not change with every political 
wind. Certainly every political leader is in touch with old allies, man- 
agers and captains, but numerous men are still in touch with Hum- 
phrey, on a daily and weekly basis, whose political alliance and 
personal friendship go back to his college days. He has grown but 
he has not swollen or inflated. 

However, his old friends do not appear certain as to what kind 
of program he would have or how he would develop it if he were 
in the White House. Since most of his long-time associates are stu- 
dents of history, they are well aware that it is extremely difficult to 
predict such things. One can assume with safety that Humphrey 
would provide firm leadership on civil rights. Certainly he would 
press vigorously for fresh approaches to disarmament and negotia- 
tion with Russia, He would also work hard to compete with Russia. 
But he would do many different unforeseeable things, in a more ac- 
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tive and positive way. He feels deeply that we have to re-establish 
American leadership of our allies and the world. 

But precisely what would some of his steps be? Not even his 
friends can say with certainty whether he might become more con- 
servative or more confidently liberal in the White House. Some of 
our best Presidents have been our biggest surprises because of the 
very fact that they were capable of growth and therefore of chang- 
ing their outlook upon society and public issues. Can anyone remem- 
ber F.D.R/S first campaign and how he hammered for economy in 
government? This can be said with certainty: we could expect many 
new ideas and we could expect to be surprised by a stream of new 
programs. 

Humphrey is brilliant and has an extremely agile mind. He has 
never been doctrinaire or rigid. He has a paradoxically conciliatory 
and flexible attitude toward those with whom he disagrees. He has 
been determined for years to be practical, and it is rather difficult, 
as it was with FD JR., to try to blueprint at what point he will be 
pragmatic and at what point he will be idealistic. Which of the two 
is liable to be uppermost next Thursday? Very likely Humphrey does 
not know. This trait is not infrequent in successful political spokes- 
men and the voters often find it extremely attractive. How would 
such a person react to the grave responsibilities and grand perspec- 
tives of the White House? He would have both more opportunity 
for grand political manifestations and more of a challenge to his 
idealism. 



Does he talk too much? 

This is the most common criticism made of Humphrey by friends 
and foes, by people who do not know him, and by some who have 
known him for years. Today he thinks more, perhaps pauses a mo- 
ment in interviews, before te answers a question, and his closest as- 
sociates are pleased. 

On most of the subjects Humphrey talks about, he knows a great 
deal. The Senate press reporters and many others have learned that 
when one sits down to examine a Humphrey speech it turns out to 
be full of facts and logically organized. And perhaps it is not too 
long, either, considering the complexity of the subject it is covering. 

It was Humphre/s speaking ability that put the civil rights plank 
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into the platform in 1948. Humphrey's speeches and his debating 
ability in the Senate have won many a victory for his goals. There 
is no question that his speaking ability enabled hi to win the of- 
fice of mayor and to win and keep the office of senator. 

It was his quick thinking and his quick tongue that so interested 
Niteta Khrushchev that their interview in the Kremlin lasted more 
than eight hours. It is true that Khrushchev has now had con- 
versations with other Americans, but it remains significant that Khru- 
shchev was profoundly impressed by this man, even though Hum- 
phrey made no bones about the fact that he had been a foe of the 
Communists for many years. 

Even speaking through the interpreter Troyanovsky, Humphrey 
was able to convey his ideas and his concepts in a lucid and in- 
teresting way and perhaps we do not know in a persuasive way. 
He really could be a voice for America, as Roosevelt and Wilson 
were in their day. 

Yes, the critics will say, his speeches and his debating are legiti- 
mate instruments of a political figure, and he uses them well, but 
doesn't he often use them too much, and doesn't he sometimes say 
things he shouldn't? 

There seems to be no doubt that some of his speeches are too long 
and that he speaks out on too many issues. Sometimes, though rarely, 
he gives information he has not verified or makes a hasty conclusion 
when swept along by oratory. Sometimes, either through a desire 
to talk or through a desire to get attention for his ideas, the senator 
in the old-fashioned phrase "wears out his welcome/* 

On his way home from Moscow, it is said, reporters asked him 
questions at every stop and the net result of his answers seems to 
be that some of his talk with Khrushchev oozed out a little more at 
each press conference. But the press that says that he shouldn't have 
dribbled the story out this way was the very same press that be- 
sieged ham at every airport and tried to pull additional information 
out of him. In any case the senator did have material from the in- 
terview that he could talk about, and he did have other more re- 
stricted messages that he delivered to the President Some of this 
material in due course became public knowledge, but not through 
leaks from Humphrey. 

Comb through his record and you can find phrases, hyperbole, or 
oratorical flourishes that he or his friends would like to be forgotten. 
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But actually this is true of anyone who has been in public life for 
decades, meeting the press and the public and constituents every 
day. In view of his thousands of speeches and press releases, not to 
mention countless hours of Senate debate and questioning of wit- 
nesses at hearings, it is rather surprising that there has been no really 
major episode and no major blooper as a result of talking too much 
or saying the wrong thing at the wrong time. 

Is he an intellectual? 

Would the voters elect a scholarly President? 

When asked this question his friends shrug their shoulders. What 
is an intellectual? 

He is a Phi Beta Kappa. He is constantly in touch with experts 
of all kinds in the government and on university campuses and in 
research laboratories. There is no doubt that he loves to learn whaf s 
what about a new subject, in terms that are useful for public affairs. 
By his own statements, a politician should be curious about every- 
thing* Yet he would never call himself an intellectual* 

Humphrey sometimes speaks of "those intellectuals" as if they 
were separate beings. Others say that perhaps his friends squirm a 
little over this question because the idea is hard to define. Or be- 
cause they think it would absolutely kill him with the voters if he 
were thought to be an intellectual. But would it? This country is 
supposed to be anti-intellectual, but it once elected a political 
science professor, Woodrow Wilson, to the presidency. 

Perhaps it is a little hard to define Humphrey as anything but a 
politician who may be on his way to becoming a statesman. He is 
certainly not an abstract theoretical student of government, although 
he is keenly interested in methods of organization. He reads quite 
a bit, but swiftly and in a fragmentary, journalistic way, reports, 
magazines, and sometimes a topical book of the hour. He does not 
read long books for work or for play few senators ever do but it 
does not seem as if his schedule is all that keeps him from books. 
He likes action. He loves the on-the-spot extemporaneous play of 
ideas, when lively people are having a discussion, but he would not 
enjoy that same play of ideas so much in a book. In general he never 
seems to enjoy being alone, he never says he is looking forward to 
a quiet time in which to read and think over some report. 
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Yet Humphrey remains something of an anomaly. He might some- 
day be an excellent university president, as other important candi- 
dates have been. He does in fact know a tremendous amount about 
a lot of things ranging from the development of the Middle East to 
civil defense, nuclear fallout, the farm economy, the management 
of scientific research. But his knowledge always seems to be tied in 
with what people are doing. He is not interested in painting, fiction, 
or drama. He knows quite a bit of history but is not hungry to read 
more about the Romans or the Middle Ages or the American Revo- 
lution. He does not seem to be interested in constructing a philoso- 
phy of government His references to American history tend to be 
rather standard. He has not, at least recently, done the reading in 
past American politics that was done by Harry Truman and Frank- 
lin Roosevelt 

Does this mean, then, that Humphrey has no sense of history, as 
the phrase goes? Does this mean that he is too much centered on the 
present and the pragmatic approach, always seeking a solution for 
right now? 

There are critics who say yes. There are even friends and Demo- 
crats who would like to be friends of Humphrey, who admit that he 
has great virtues but say that he is just too quick to make up his 
mind. Or they say he is too flexible and adaptable, moving from one 
thing to another without a basic program. They don't see what his 
friends seethat he has a basic set of beliefs rooted in the way he 
looks at history and at the potentialities of this nation. 

His critics say that his press releases and speeches are too fre- 
quent and too concentrated on phrase making and headlines that 
they do not add up to a carefully considered point of view on the 
various events of the day. In other words, they consider him bril- 
liant but still superficial precisely what people used to say of young 
Franklin Roosevelt and sometimes of the older Roosevelt. 

There is a feeling that the glibness and superficiality that his critics 
believe to be characteristic of Humphrey's views are also related to 
opportunism and to a basic political drive to take advantage of first 
one thing and then another. 

To some extent these criticisms are leveled at all politicians, and 
they are often directed at Lyndon Johnson, Nixon, and Kef auver. In 
the past, F.D.R. was often called an "opportunist.'* Friends of Hum- 
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phrey have been known to use the word about Senator John F. 
Kennedy. 

Nonetheless, for good or ill, an element of agility and an unceas- 
ing drive to learn moreto advance his causes and himself distin- 
guish Humphrey. 

Is Humphrey "self-seeking* or too "ambitious"? 

All politicians and perhaps all successful men are ambitious, but 
this is still a good question to ask about any candidate. 

It is true that Humphrey is always running. When he was mayor, 
he was always thinking of his re-election, the same is true of him as 
a senator, and in both positions he has quite often seemed to be think- 
ing about some higher job. 

One way to answer this would be to say that of course he is am- 
bitious, and many admirers are ambitious for him, and it is for the 
votes to decide whether he is too much so. One (partisan) observer 
has said, "He is not coldly ambitious like Nixon or Tom Dewey, he 
is warmly ambitious.** 

William Jennings Bryan, once the idol of the Humphrey family, 
candidly observed, "Certainly from the time I was fifteen years old 
I had but one ambition in Me, and that was to come to Congress. I 
studied for it I worked for it, and everything I did had that object 
in view." Humphrey was not in a position to do this but obviously 
would have managed his young life that way if he could. 

It should never be overlooked that an experienced senator like 
Humphrey may have many logical ambitions, many ways to serve 
his country. He is running very hard this minute to be re-elected 
senator from Minnesota and in the front and the back of his head 
there must be other destinies that the reader may not have in mind. 

Humphrey's friends would like to see him as President, They 
would like him to lead a more lively or liberal Democratic party. 
Some can see him as Majority Leader of the Senate. He might be- 
come "Mr. Congress," or the indispensable man to a Democratic 
President, as Taft was to Eisenhower in the early months in the 
White House, Senators have also done well as representatives at the 
United Nations, which in some ways is a super Senate. There is rea- 
son to believe Humphrey could make a unique contribution in some 
capacity there, a record quite different from that of Henry Cabot 
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Lodge. This role would not be far from the dreams Dad Humphrey 
had when Wilson fought for a parliament of man. 

Although commentators and others have assumed he is first and 
last running for President, Humphrey is not blindly ambitious: he 
would not continue to campaign for the nomination without a major 
portion of the Democratic party on his side. His ambition does not 
cloud his vision of his strength. Few public figures are more accurate 
in judging their place in their party or in other councils. 

Humphrey has a great quality that helps him keep his balance 
he has a well-developed sense of humor. 

William E. Bohn, a veteran journalist of the New Leader maga- 
zine, was amazed by three things in a recent interview with Hum- 
phrey: his candor, his silences, and his sense of humor. Bohn asked 
Humphrey what he thought when Mrs. Roosevelt made that remark 
about a "spark of greatness." Humphrey replied, "I felt deeply flat- 
tered, humble." And Bohn writes, 'Then he subsided into silence as 
if embarrassed." 

Bohn then stirred him up with a sentence from the article in the 
Saturday Evening Post in which Walter Bidder said, "He just doesn't 
look like a President." 

"Humphrey's silence ended immediately/* said Bohn. **What 
can a guy mean by a statement like that? What a man does and 
what he thinks is more important than how he looks. The one who 
looked most like a President was Harding. And the man who looked 
least like one was Lincoln. Truman may not have had the presiden- 
tial look, but he had the ability. Someone ought to tell Bidder that 
this isn't a beauty contest/ " 

Today Senator Humphrey would be voted among the most popu- 
lar senators by the Washington press corps. Where they formerly 
thought he was overserious, they now feel that he is almost too play- 
ful. They are not easy to please. Most would say, however, that he 
puts out too many press releases. 

One reporter has written that after surveying the candidates the 
most complete and candid answers came from Humphrey. Another 
has said that his mental faculties are "awesome," Another heard him 
make a speech that ran quite a bit overtime and said to him after 
the meeting, **Of course if you are ever in the big white house it 
would be quite a thing if you spoke twenty minutes more than you 
were supposed to/* Humphrey smiled and said, "Boy, wouldn't that 
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be murder?* The reporter now pronounces himself a confirmed 
Humphrey man. 

Recently newsmen have noticed that Humphrey is not so quick 
as formerly to speak on every subject under the sun. They now think 
that he is probably wise in slowing down, they do not seem to re- 
sent a "no comment" from the man who used to be inclined to give 
them too much comment Television viewers have seen that he now 
gives more time to his answers. 

In off-the-record discussion Humphrey is considered to be not only 
frank and accurate but an amazingly good appraiser of just what 
part he played in any given set of proceedings. If he says that such 
and such was his idea or that it wasn't his idea but his was the key 
voice that turned the tide for a particular project, then checking 
with others corroborates what Humphrey has said. He does not over- 
estimateor play down what his work and influence have done. 
This is a rare quality in Washington. 

Today he is not quite so given to broad and corny jokes but he 
still permits jokes on himself that others in the public eye consider 
beneath their dignity. Mrs. Humphrey has always taken such things 
in stride and says that living with Hubert isn't just colorful ifs in 
Technicolor." 

Some who would never deny Humphrey's brilliance and knowl- 
edge or question his genius as a politician still wonder about his 
"courage 1 * in fighting for unpopular causes. Is he a real leader or just 
a person who can gauge when the time is ripe? Does he lead or 
follow? 

Of course some very serious students of leadership believe that 
timing is of the essence in leadership. When you have said and 
many have that Humphrey has an acute sense of timing, that he 
has a "sixth sense" as to when a project can go through, you are 
granting that he possesses a basic leadership quality. 

But the question is whether Humphrey can fight for causes that 
are not ripe that can be furthered only if political leaders and sup- 
porters will risk something to bring them about. 

Many would say that Humphrey has often shown political cour- 
age, as witness his candor with lOirashchev, his continued interest 
in disarmament and in nuclear fallout. Most American leaders have 
not dared to question the absolute necessity of continued atomic 
bomb testing. Few laymen were prepared to battle the Atomic En- 
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ergy Commission on its secrecy and half-truths. And of course, year 
in and year out, Humphrey has battled for civil rights. Humphrey 
has often said that this government should appoint more Negroes 
and other members of minority groups to the diplomatic service. 
Their understanding of cultural differences and minority problems 
would be useful to the State Department, and their appointment 
would of course be concrete evidence of advancement toward the 
ideals we preach. Such statements involve great political risk in a 
party that counts heavily on a bloc of support below the Mason- 
Dixon line. 

Another example of leadership cited by his friends was his deter- 
mination in the campaign of 1954 to help the Middle West under- 
stand the issues of foreign aid and foreign policy. He knew that 
farm policy was the burning issue, but he carried through a resolve 
to mention the crucial issues of foreign affairs in every single speech. 
He was told this would be unpopular but felt this was part of his 
job as a leader. 

Another example often cited is his appointment, in his first month 
in office, of a Negro to a staff position in the Senate. Cyril King, who 
is now a respected and experienced staff member, well known on 
Capitol Hill for his personal abilities, was the first Negro staff man 
in history. Since then, Senators Douglas, Lehman and others have 
followed Humphrey's pioneering step in this matter. 

The day after the campaign announcement of his friends, Hum- 
phrey went to New York City, where he spoke to the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People. His topic: "Civil 
Rights: A Moral Issue." 

Several columnists noted that it was "just like Humphrey" to start 
off his campaign with a speech on an issue that could only cause 
him trouble with future convention delegates in the South. Some 
thought that either he showed rare political courage or was shrewdly 
making a bid for the Rooseveltian mantle and the solid liberal vote. 

He told his audience that he had grown up with the NAACP: 
a . . . your lifetime just about spans my own . . . your goal of abso- 
lute equality for all people is my goal." In discussing the segrega- 
tion picture in the United States, he noted that there were about 
two hundred cases involving desegregation in federal and state 
courts. He said, "It is not enough to say that the Supreme Courfs 
desegregation decisions, whether we Hke them or not, must be 
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obeyed simply because they are the supreme law of the land More 
than a question of law enforcement is involved. At stake is a basic 
moral issue which underlies our very conception of democracy/* 

Humphrey also referred that day to the kind of leadership Ameri- 
cans should expect from the presidency. He said: "This was a func- 
tion of the presidency which Franklin Roosevelt understood so well. 
1 want to be a preaching President-like my cousin, 1 he once said. 

"We could use a little preaching from the White House right now 
-preaching the gospel of desegregation because it is right and moral. 
I am saddened that in the more than five years since the historic 
desegregation decisions we have yet to hear from the White House 
one simple declaration that these decisions were correct and moral. 
Indeed, anyone studying the statements coming out of the Adminis- 
tration today would think that the only thing that mattered was bal- 
ancing the financial budget. I suggest that once in a while this Ad- 
ministration consider the importance of balancing our moral budget, 

*And I regret to report that the record of Congress is little better. 

Tn 1947 President Truman's Civil Bights Committee said, The 
time for action is now/ It is twelve years later and except for the 
Civil Bights Acfc of 1957, pared down under threat of Senate filibus- 
ter to avoid any support whatever for the desegregation decision, 
the Congress has done nothing to balance the moral budget/* 

Humphrey also got in a word for his own Douglas-Humphrey bill, 
which he said would, if passed, "put the full force of the federal gov- 
ernment behind the processes of desegregation; it will be a signal 
to all the world that this is indeed the land of equality and of op- 
portunity for all. There are few things that would do more to raise 
the prestige of our nation throughout the world and thus contribute 
to the cause of peace." 

Believers in the Humphrey ideals and methods say that if their 
leader had been in the White House he would have led for the whole 
country the kind of citizen-participation program in human rights 
that he launched in Minneapolis. They say he would never have 
permitted the conditions on which "massive resistance** feeds he 
would have seen to it that citizens* channels of education and volun- 
tary co-operation were brought into play. Naturally their attitude 
implies criticism of what they consider lack of leadership from the 
Republican Administration, and perhaps their view is partisan. 



THE "SPARK OF GBEATNESS" 249 

Where did Humphrey get his rock-bottom convictions on civil 
rights? He himself believes he learned them from his father, who 
taught him absolute acceptance not just tolerance of "different* 
people. He also says that as a young man who had to fight for his 
education he knew there were "high and mighty people who looked 
down on country boys." 

It is possible that Humphrey sympathizes so much with the feel- 
ings of minorities because in his youth and adolescence in Huron, 
where his father was a Democrat and the proprietor of a business 
not popular with the rest of the business community, the Humphreys 
were "different" people, in a way allied with the minority or the 
underprivileged. Certainly small-town Chambers of Commerce and 
socialites often look down on the "apple knockers," "clodhoppers," 
and "dirt farmers" who came into the Humphrey drugstore. At the 
same time young Hubert knew that he could run rings around 
the young merchants* sons in the pursuit of knowledge if he had the 
chance to get an education, and with his brain and tongue it was 
obvious he could compete in politics. 

But one should never conclude that he did not also enjoy business 
competition. 

Quite early in his Senate career Humphrey learned to take care 
of what he considers "reasonable requests" from businessmen. Many 
conservative lifelong Republicans in his home state think of him 
mainly as a man who works hard and gets things done for Minne- 
sota. He gets them Washington information promptly when they ask 
for it He has drive and knows how to push things through the fed- 
eral bureaucracy. He does not take the attitude that a big or little 
businessman (certainly not one from Minnesota) is bound to be a 
"force of evil." He takes businessmen's requests and inquiries under 
consideration as he would inquiries from any other constituents. 
Many such men would rather have a Ttive wire" Democrat in Wash- 
ington than a less capable Republican. This isn't unique; a capable 
senator frequently becomes an institution. 

Humphrey considers himself a small businessman and through the 
years has had extraordinary success in negotiating with businessmen 
on public problems and in giving them rousing speeches. He was 
an all-time hit at the convention of the National Food Brokers As- 
sociation in Chicago. Many of these men are conservative Republi- 
cans who were not at first "particularly enthusiastic" to learn that 
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Humphrey was to be their speaker, but the speech saved the situa- 
tion. The program chairman wrote him: "When 2500 independent 
businessmen . . . give a speaker ... the standing ovation which 
made it necessary for you to come back to the platform three 
times to acknowledge applause, believe me, it is worthy of special 
mention. * .your talk was right straight from the shoulder, forward- 
thinking, but just as solid as it could possibly be ... many of our 
members said that frankly they had been misinformed and had 
formed erroneous impressions of Senator Humphrey/* 

Of course it is one of a politician's problems that to succeed like 
this at one end of the scale may merely unsettle admirers at the 
other end. What would liberals think of Humphrey if they felt his 
philosophy was, as this chairman put it, "the kind of sound, but 
progressive, philosophy under which businessmen must march for- 
ward together"? 

It is difficult for the all-out liberal to understand some of the things 
Humphrey is for, as supports to help business. Franklin Boosevelt 
often disappointed liberals because he never saw himself as a social 
reformer out to make over the economic system. Like F.D.R., Hum- 
phrey lias an unshakable faith in the free enterprise systemhe has 
worked merely to patch it up, to guide it, to see that government 
steps in promptly when the system has in whole or in part failed 
to work for the greatest good of the greatest number. Humphrey, 
like F.D.R., admires organizations that get things done. He is en- 
thusiastic about a great variety of agencies TVA, REA, port au- 
thorities, hybrid organisations like RAND Corporation, which is 
both public and private and he is strong for private business and 
the enterprising, profit-seeking businessman. 

Public opinion polls have proved that a majority of small business- 
men voted for F.D.R. in most of his elections. The small businessman 
admires an enterprising operator. 

Humphrey has an honest liking for the kind of temperament that 
can hit the road, get up early, think up new ideas, and beat the 
competition. There is something of the salesman and the entrepre- 
neur in his personality too. This statement may very likely alienate 
some of the hard-core intellectual liberals, but there is little doubt 
that it is true. Humphrey likes to see every project pay a political 
profit, he likes to offer a diversified line, and he likes to meet the 
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real needs of the community. His Tine** now carries some unprofita- 
ble items that he is stubbornly convinced the customers need. 

Does this "businesslike approach" extend to his political views? 
Does it color his outlook on free enterprise? 

In the view of many observers, including this writer, it does in- 
deed. He devoutly believes in and personally practices the principles 
of free enterprise. He has met a payroll, he has met competition, 
he has even been involved in manufacturing in a small way, and 
he understands the American free economy from the grass roots up. 

Yes, but hasnt he expressed bitterness against "the system" at- 
tacked bankers and all that? 

To this day Humphrey can get emotional about Wall Street bank- 
ers and "bankers* bankers** people who make money by speculating 
or by abstract understanding of the fiscal system, "without produc- 
ing anything.* Many small businessmen agree with him, and they 
could all be wrong or right But no one has ever credited Humphrey 
with really radical opinions, except perhaps the extreme rightists, 
who would also class Eisenhower and Nixon and others as "radicals." 

Humphrey has been a staunch supporter of Social Security expan- 
sion, the Rural Electrification Administration, and so on, but it would 
be impossible to identify him with even the most moderate of so- 
cialists. He was brought up in a business which was the life of his 
family. He enjoys the company of businessmen no doubt today he 
is more at home with them than they are with him. He also has a 
personal though not inordinate interest in money. He really appre- 
ciates the fact that he is able to earn money by lecturing and prides 
himself on his business ability in driving a bargain. He has not 
amassed any fortune and his family lives, as someone says, "like a 
professor's family at the University of Minnesota." 

In Humphrey's own mind he sees himself as belonging still to the 
small-town business or proprietor class. His father used to talk to 
him concerning the migrant workers and depression-driven tran- 
sients who sometimes drifted down tie main street of Huron or came 
to the back door of the drugstore for a handout When the conver- 
sation turned to talk of social unrest and what might have happened 
in this country if the New Deal had not worked, Dad Humphrey 
would say, "Son, to those folks we are rich people. If they ever start 
throwing stones, well be the ones they throw them at." 

Even at the height of his youthful pure idealism, when he wrote 
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his maste/s thesis, Humphrey believed in the free enterprise system. 
But he was and is willing to think up new ways for it to surpass its 
past records. He knows that there is no practical political use in try- 
ing to re-establish the past There is only hope in trying to adapt 
the good of the present to the onrushing forces of the future. 

In spite of his experience at four national conventions, the senator 
has never before been so involved with convention maneuvers and 
politics on a national scale as he is today. From every part of the 
country come suggestions and pressures of various kinds to support 
this measure or to fight such and such a program. He has never had 
so much professional and amateur advice, because he is recognized 
to have a real chance for the nomination, although the odds are 
against him. 

Some observers and friends think the senator may be entering a 
new phase, just as he is entering upon a new period of traveling 
through the country, speaking in many pivotal states. 

The responsibility of being executive head of a city was a great 
learning experience for Humphrey. Entering upon the national stage, 
through the civil rights fight at Philadelphia, and being elected sena- 
tor, were different kinds of experience. In the Senate he learned 
from his hazing experience and from other setbacks, battles, and 
Senate victories. The scramble for the vice-presidential nomination 
was a tough classroom. His U.N. experience and his travels abroad 
have also changed the man whose position for years was that he was 
a country boy who had not seen much of the world. He has the 
responsibility of knowledge, and world issues seldom become sim- 
pler as one learns more about them. 

Today Humphrey is a seasoned political leader but no one who 
knows him considers him to be crystallized and fixed in his goals or 
his methods. The intense pressures of election year, added to the 
steady burdens of foreign and domestic issues that national leaders 
carry, are changing him in ways not yet entirely dear. The senator 
is young enough to be a serious contender in the conventions of 
1964 or 1968. 

Meanwhile, all the trouble spots of the world remain threatening, 
and there is lively discussion of issues in which Humphrey has ex- 
perience and keen interest: dealing with the Russians, disarmament, 
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nuclear testing* farm policy, labor legislation, civil rights, progress 
in science, expanding our economy. . . . 

Under these increasing pressures Humphrey is seeking to change 
some of his methods. He is trying to delegate more, and to give 
various fields some sort of priorities, so they are not all considered 
equally important. This kind of thing is hard for him, however, as 
his successes have been built upon his astonishing ability to give 
personal attention and response to persons and to situations. Of 
course he relies on expertswithin his circle are experts on foreign 
affairs, disarmament, domestic political strategy, et cetera but he 
doesn't believe large subjects can be covered briefly. One has to 
know quite a bit about them. 

However, he appears to be spending more time and thought on 
long-range projects and narrowing his speaking topics from dozens 
of subjects to certain favorites, such as Food for Peace, Education 
for Peace, and the other ideas in his general program of Works for 
Peace. His thoughtful and fact-filled speeches on such topics still 
arouse his audiences. He received a fifteen-minute ovation after his 
appearance at the United Auto Workers meeting at Atlantic City. 
In private meetings he is apt to be less ebullient and more serious 
and earnest. 

In any case his advisers through the years have found it difficult 
to change him, for the basic reason that he enjoys himself as he is. 
Egotistical or not, his theme might be the j$ong from Porgy and Bess, 
"I Still Suits Me * One friend said, "The trouble is that he is practi- 
cally Mr. Mental Health he likes everybody, they like him, he isn't 
troubled by the way people are^ he isn't troubled by the way he isl" 

So it would be wrong to speak of a "new Humphrey." 

Governor OrviUe Freeman, who has been for two decades as close 
as anyone to Humphrey says that "the amazing thing is that Hubert 
has changed so little.** This conclusion is echoed by many other peo- 
ple. In fact old Minnesota friends find it vastly amusing that the 
young Humphrey was so much like the mature Humphrey who is a 
famous and powerful figure, respected in the Senate, the U.N., and 
the Kremlin. People who know him often begin to smile as they speak 
of "Hubert"*-- they find his energy and high spirits impressive, and 
there is also an dement in him of exuberance that brings a twinkle 
to their eyes. 
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As this is written, Humphrey on a speaking tour is being de- 
scribed by reporters as "a new and sober and counselling Humphrey, 
giving very serious answers to the audience's questions about Khru- 
shchev, nuclear fallout, and peace and war." The same feature 
stories, however, say that between times he can be so ebullient as 
to take the baton away from the conductor of a marching band and 
lead the band in playing "On Wisconsin/' 

Douglass Cater, a firsthand observer of the Senate, says that 
"neither the man nor his manners have altered radically/* It does not 
seem likely there is ever going to be a new Humphrey. 

The senator himself listens with surprising patience to frank criti- 
cism from friends or staff. Sometimes it seems merely to roll off like 
water off the well-known duck's back. He has even stood still for 
impromptu psychological sessions at which friends try to tell him 
why he does what he does. At such amateur psychoanalysis sessions 
conducted by political scientists with no license to practice as 
psychiatrists Humphrey listens usually with amused tolerance. He 
is like a jazz musician listening to a critic explain where his riffs come 
from. Humphrey is interested in effects and not how or where they 
come from. 

He thinks temperament and character traits are rather hard to 
explain. No matter how clean his office desk looks when he comes in 
in the morning he likes to take his handkerchief and dust it off him- 
self. Several times a week he takes a dustcloth and goes over the 
kitchen cabinets at home while talking with Muriel, or perhaps while 
talking Democratic politics or the future of Israel. His friends speak 
glibly of a "compulsion" to make things dean and tidy, "a need to 
keep busy." Humphrey says this habit is a hangover from the endless 
battle against dust in the drugstore of the thirties. Muriel says cor- 
rectly that lots of other people lived through dust storms in the 
Dakotas, not to mention Kansas and Oklahoma, and very few of 
them are still dusting off their table tops. 

Meanwhile, Humphrey seems to learn about new subjects and to 
invent new ideas and new political arrangements and to sponsor new 
approaches in foreign policy as often at the age of fifty as he did at 
the age of thirty. So when one says that he hasn't changed at all it 
doesn't mean that he has the same methods, the same ideas, the same 
education, and the same political goals that he had some years ago. 
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This is not the same as undergoing major changes in philosophy or 
political views. 

For better and for worse, this Humphrey of today is as he is and 
intends to stay that way. 



CHAPTER XIX 

"Maybe" 



The main street in Doland is never really noisy, but in the evening 
a special stillness comes as the sun goes down. The last farmer loads 
a sack of feed into Ms pickup truck and slams the tailgate. He gets 
in the cab, slams the door, and heads south. Then you hear a couple 
of Ms tools rattle in the metal truck bed as the truck jounces over 
the tracks of the C & N. 

If you are standing in front of the West Side Caf 6, as once in a 
while a man may stand for a moment chewing a matchstick, thinking 
that he really ought to be getting on, you may suddenly be aware 
that the sound of that truck was the only sound in this flat gray 
world. 

Say that it's about seven o'clock of an autumn evening. The 
shadow of the Peavey Company elevators He long and crooked, 
stretching completely across the wide dusty street It hasn't really 
begun to get dark outside but inside any house it will be gray, and 
besides it is cosier to turn on the light. So a window here and there 
turns yellow. That light stays steady while the house around it turns 
darker and darker as the sunlight drains out of the western sky. 

The store fronts on the east side of the street opposite take on a 
peculiar clarity. The windows get a sparkle, each doorknob or piece 
of metalwork seems strangely touched up, and the texture of the 
weathered clapboarding stands out as in an etching. The reason is 
that there is no cloud in the sky, or smoke of industry to diffuse the 
light, and the sun is beaming quite level across the flat land. It is 
shining directly like a spotlight, full upon the ragged row of stores 
that is downtown Doland. 

In a few moments, in the sudden Western twilight, the Peavey 
elevators will change from shining silver to orange and to pink. 
Again they will be gray and then loom dark and twice as large 
against the last oyster-gray light of the sunset. In that last light an- 
other farmer's car may come down the main street. You may know 
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the sound in that still air you can hear tNs distinctive engine. That 
will be Ed and Ms old sedan needs a valve job. When he hits the 
little hole at the corner his headlights, thriftily not turned on, none- 
theless relect the last light For a moment his dark car has hot burn- 
ing eyes. Then they are out, again his old bus is a silhouette. He 
wheels up and you realize those winking headlights were the very 
last of the sun you may look up and see an evening star. 

Ed stops for a moment on his way into the caf 6 to ask a question. 
"Did you hear Pinky on the radio today?" 

"Yup, he's still pouring it onl" 

"He may make it yet." 

"Maybe." 

To the south is a smaller point of light in the sky, like a tiny morn- 
ing star. It is the wing light of an airplane, flashing on, flashing off, 
with dogged determination stitching a little thread of time against 
the velvet eternity of sky. It is a moment of miracle and mystery 
that in that infinite sky man is making his way. 

It is less than eighty years since the first men laid the first stones 
in Doland, one upon another, to start a town. It is thirty years since 
Pinky first left home to seek his fortune, but through tie radio his 
energy and voice were here today. By airplane it is fifteen hours 
to the Kremlin, by ICBM it is fifteen minutes from the Kremlin to 
South Dakota. 

This is a world of mystery and miracle, this is a land of maybe. 
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